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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON.  D.C.  20310 


IN  REPLY  REFER  TO 


Jl-P  (M)  (22  Jan  69)  ^0^  OT  UT  683310 


27  January  1969 


V  ^OBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Le&sons  Learned,  Headquarters,  25th 
Infantry  Division,  Period  Ending  31  July  1968  (U) 

^^EE  DISTRIBUTION 

10 

Subject  report  Is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  In  accordance 
^^wlth  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

^*^2.  Inforraation  contained  In  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  that  the 
^QArmy  realizes  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 

3.  To  Insure  that  the  Information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  Items  appearing  In  the 
reports  Is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  Items  from  It  for  Inclusion 
In  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 
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(s, 

KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 
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US  Continental  Army  Command 
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US  Army  Adjutant  General  School 
US  Army  Air  Defense  School 
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US  Array  Aviation  School 
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cf  T!!5  miY 

HIADnUART^S  imr^TRY  DT^;iSrO’'’ 
AFO  S.in  Francisco  9^225 


AVDGiH  ^  August  19^  S 

SL'a.r^CT:  Operational  Report  of  the  ?5th  Infantry  Division  for  Period 
Ehdinc  5l  duly  19'^S,  RCS  CGFTR  -  A5  (Ri). 


S2E  DISTRIBUTION 


Location:  Vicinity  of  CU  Gl  Base  Cenp  (XT  6A7153),  CU  CHI,  RV!T. 
Reporting  Officer:  Ha 'or  General  7.  K.  Kearns. 

Prepared  3y;  Maior  Richard  A.  Bau;.,  Gonmandinj?  Officer,  l8th  l^litary 
History  Detachment. 

ilap  References;  Map,  Vietnam,  1:50,000,  Series;  L70l4»  Sheets;’ 

6132  II,  ^131  I,  II}  6232  II  -  IV,  0231  I  -  IV;  A230  I  -  TV;  A33l  III; 
6330  I,  III,  IV. 

1.  (C)  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities, 

A.  General.  The  "Tropic  Lightning"  Division  continued  its 
participaticn  in  Operation  TCAIi  TIIANG  llirouidiout  the  renorting 
period.  (See  TAB  3  for  tne  Division  Operations  Flan  1-AS.)  All 
divisional  resources  and  assets  v/ere  committed  to  this  operation 
whic!:  had  commenced  on  6  April  19''^G, 

To  date,  Operation  TOAN  THA’Tl  }  aa  been  divided  into  tvo  phases: 
Phase  I  tenaLnatino  on  312400  Kay  and  Phase  II  continuing  throuti:  the 
end  of  the  reporting  period. 

Ho.'t  significant  in  the  '-ctivities  of  the  division  between  1  May 
and  3i  .July  were  its  crunterof fenrive  operations  to  defeat  the 
"2nd  Phase  Offensive"  of  tae  aieriV  against  SAIGC’-GJOLON  and  its' 
search  and  destroy  maneuvering  to  thwart  and  upset  the  enemy  prepa¬ 
rations  for  his  "3rd  Jhsse  Offensive"  of  late  July  or  early  August. 

Th«  ".'nl  Phase  Offensive"  (the  "ist  Phase  Offensive"  being 
U.j  TIT  Offensive  of  31  January-10  February)  commenced  2  Hay  and' 
con'inued  until  15  ’  sy.  Alerted  by  intelligence  sources  in  late  April 
of  the  impending  enemy  attacks  into  the  capital  region,  the  2%h 
Infantry  Division  maneuvered  the  bulk  of  its  combat  forces  into 
the  Southeastern  quadrant  of  its  tactical  area  of  operational  Interest 
to  establish  a  screen  beyond  the  western  envirenr  of  SAIGON-CHOION, 
Deploying  itself  in  depth  in  vrestern  GIA  DIJH  Province,  eastern  HAU 
ir-HlA  Province  and  northern  L0!G  .AJI  Province  during  the  first  few' 
days  of  Kay,  the  Division  effectively  executed  a  mobile  defense  to 
block  the  erosy's  main  avenues  nf  approach  from  the  northwest,  west 
and  Southwest,  '.hen  the  enemy  main  force  units  of  the  9th  and  9th 
VC/JIVA  and  the  7th  N"/A  divisions  corrdtted  thanselves  to  their  approach 
marches  beglnninr -on  2  Kay,  the  25tb  Infantry  Division  moved  in  force 
•is  required  to  iccessfully  intercept  and  destroy  the  advancirg  enemy 
before  he  could  "each  his  assault  positions  Into  SAIGON-OIOLTN. 

'.nth  h:s  main  ground  thrust  broken  and  turned  back,  the  en^myther. 
mounted  his  boastful!  "1OO  rockets  a  day"  pawn  rocket<-mortar' assaults 
a.cainst  the  capital  re'^ion.  Mounting  extensive  day  and  nieht,  ground/ 
aerial  patrols  throu^out  a  "roriceft  belt"  l0-l9  kilometers  west  of 
3AIGCN,  the  "Tropic  Lightning"  Division  systematically  crushed  this 
'•.hu'eat  within  a  few  days  of  its  initiation. 
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A  general  statistical  analysis  of  the  Division's  operations 
between  1  May  and  31  May  1968  reveals  the  followin,'T  results: 


U.S.  killed  in  action 

218  -- 

U.8.  wounded  in  action 

- 

1»156  (893  evacuated) 

U.S.  equipment  destroyed 

- 

22  armored  personnd.  carriers 

- 

five  tanks 

- 

one  helicopter 

- 

one  8”  hovdtzer . 

- 

two  I55mm  howitzers 

- 

one  trailer 

- 

seven  trucks 

U.S.  equipment  dsmaged 

(deadlined  24  hours  or 

- 

one  l75nni  hoTdtzer 

longer) 

- 

one  tank  retriever 

. 

ten  trucks 

- 

31  helicopters 

- 

two  I55ain  howitzers 

- 

two  105mra  howitzers 

- 

ten  tanka 

- 

2i  armored  personnel  carriers 

U.S.  equipment  captured 

- 

five  individual  weapons 

- 

two  crew  served  weapons 

Biony  killed  in  action 

(oonfiraed  by  body  count) 

2}  275 

aiany  prisoners -of-war 

- 

77 

Detcinees 

- 

237 

lhea.7  equipment  and 

supplies  captured 

- 

478  individual  wea^ns 

- 

2l3‘^rew  served  weapons 

- 

33.6  tons  of  rice' 

- 

one  star  light  scope 

- 

471  hmd  grenades 

- 

3l#026  smiu  arms  rounds 

511  rocket}  artillery  or  mortar 
rounds 

- 

100  mortar  fuzes 

Ihemy  docunents  captured 

- 

183  pounds 

Biemy  equipment  and 

* 

srqjplles  destroyed 

1,014  rocket,  artillery  or 
m^ar  rounds 

> 

166  mlnoB 

- 

53 » 185  small  arms  rounds 

1,775  hand  grenades 

- 

l5l  sampans 

- 

12.0  tons  of  rice 

- 

l8  crew  served  weapons 

- 

26  individual  weapons  . 

- 

32  -cluster  bomb  units 

- 

1,600  pounds  of  salt 

- 

two  bombs 

- 

243  mortar  fuzes 

In  general}  contact  vdth  nain  force  enemy  units  throughout  the 
25th  Infantry  Division's  tactical  area  of  operational  interest  (TAOI) 
diminished  considerably  in  June  and  July.  Vith  his  2nd  Phase  Offensive 
on  SAIGON  and  subeequently  threatened  artillery  assaults  on  the 
capital  city  totally  def  At  el}  the  many  demonstrated  little  wlll- 
in^iess  to  fight.  Rathez>  in  June  his  main  force  units’  that  roiained 
outside  SAIGON  broke  contact}  dispersed  and  exfiltrated  west  into 
+K*  ’’^bwest  into  WAH  ZONE  C.  In  executing  this  ]^1 

avoietA  ••niAct  and  iidien  engaged  wes  ^ck  to  dfsperse 
soureoa  di®mgage  as  quickly  as  possible.  Intdligenco 

w  trailtiond.  sMictu.rlM  for 

replacene.TtS}  resupply  and  retraining  *or  •P«;<rt,ion«. 
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With  the  departure  of  the  enaay  main  force  units  froci  the  SAIGON 
area,  the  25th  Infantry  Division  in  June  oommltted  aprroxlnat 
a  third  of  its  oonibat  forces  to  the  continued  defensive  posture 
around  Si\IGON  and  deployed  the  remainder  of  the  division  to  the  vest 
and  northwest  of  the  city  into  the  western  and  central  portions  of 
the  division  TAOI. 

The  divisional  units  that  remained  in  the  Immediate  S.VIOON  area  “ 
did  so  as  a  part  of  the  Genital  Military  District>  (later  redesignated 
tho  Capital  Military  Assistance  Cbnunand  as  a  provisional  U,S.  Cbmrvand 
under  the  control  of  II  rield  Fbrees  to  assist  in  the  defense  of 
SiUGON)  or  as  elements  under  division  control  maneuvering  in  wstem 
GIA  DIJJH  Province  outskirts  of  tho  dty. 

While  these  elonents  provided  a  defensive  shldd  in  and  around 
SAIGON,  the  other -Tropic  Id^tning  combat  forooo  moved  from  the  im- 
aediate  capital  area  to  the  wost  and  northwest  to  pursue  the  dis¬ 
persed  enemy  and  to  seek  out  and  destroy  his  concealed  weapons, 
annunitlon  and  eupply  caches . 

K'd.ensive  and  wide  ranging  battalion  size  search  and  destrov  and 
rerojinaissance-in-force  operations  were  conducted  throu^out  the 
southern  T.AOI  from  the  Oldtiri/AL  HIVEI?  on  the  south,  the  Cambodian 
bo.'der  on  tho  wost,  the  TAY  NIMi-3AU  00-DtU  TIHIIG  axis  on  the  north, 
anr’  the  L/JGON  inviIl-THI  TIIK  !t[VS!l  axis  on  the  east.  Theso  ooerntionb 
worn  rharacterized  by  coordinated  dayllf^t  cross  countrv  8ea»*ch  and 
de^voy  sweeps  seeking  enony  bMs  camps  and  supply  eaehee,  village 
seardies  in  coordination  with  Vletnaraase  officials,  airmobile  as-M.Llts 
against  targets  of  oppo.*tunity.  At  nlidit  the  division  eraplo^•l<i 
extensive  platoon  size  ambushee  along  canals,  rivers,  roads,  tr^l? 
and  other  likely  routes  of  enemy  movement.  In  addition,  extensive 
night  time  roving  platoon  aiio  patrols.  wpre'aaploTsd  ih  suspected 
areas  of  nii^t  time  enemy  activity.  On  an  average  day  in  June  end 
July,  50)2  of  the  combat  forces  were  employed  during  the  dav  and  50^ 
at  iii^t. 

In  addition  to  the  search  and  destroy  tvpe  activities  described 
abo^rfc.  the  division  was  active  in  securing  the  principle  means  of 
ro' .  communications  throuf^ut  the  southern  portion  of  the  T/iOI.  In 
addition  to  screening  secondary  roads,  the  division  melittained  a 
round  the  clock  security  operation  on  the  extensive  main  routos  of 
supply  In  the  T/X)I.  Theso  KSl’s  are  route  1  from  SAIGON  to  CU  QCC 
to  GO  DA  HAU,  route  22  from  GO  DA  HAU  to  TAY  NTNH  Gltv,  route  from 
TAY  izm  aty  to  a\U  oo,  mutes  13-26-239  from  TAY  Nim  Git y  to 
D..U  TIEN3  and  route  8A  from  CU  CHI  to  PHU  ODNG  (OJ  WI-LONG  HIW  M3R), 

Tho  only  portion  of  the  TAOI  that  the  division  did  not  enter  In 
force  during  June  and  July  was  the  junj^ed  and  sparsely  oop'dated 
m  Z0K2  C  north  of  the  TAY  NIIK-IV.U  00-DAU  nEIO  axis.  ’  This  area 
wes  subject,  however,  to  eoctensive  surveillance  activity  both  aerial 
and  long  range  ground  reoonnaissance  by  equad  and  platoon  nlza  units. 
Expansive  Air  Force  3-52  and  tactical  fij^rter  strikes  wore  placed 
throu^out  W.U  ZON^  C  upon  «ieny  baee  emps,  sunnly  concwit-atlone 
and  other  targets  of  opportunity. 

Despite  the  division's  all  out  efforts  to  sedc  ou  the  enemy  i:: 

June  and  July,  the  level  o  ’  contact  dropped  to  the  point  in  Wilch 
engagement  with  local  fore-,  platoon  elze  unite  in  scattered  and  in¬ 
frequent  akitviishes  became  the  nom.  Gonsldarable  sueeaea  wm  realized, 
however,  in  dltoovering  weapons,  saDunitlon  ind  supply  each ee  through¬ 
out  the  areas  ssarohed.  Ths  only  oonsietent  contact  establlehad  bv 
divisional  units  ooevrrsd  in  ths  final  t>o  weeks  of  July,  >^sn  the 
3rd  3rlg«is,  lOlst  Air  Cavilry  Division  (OPflDN  to  ths  25th  Infuntry 
Division)  cigagsd  what  )0U  tftahlished  as  the  2nd  3attallon,  2f%h 
VC  Regim«»t  along  an  axis  from  Ta.\:C  3AIC  (XT  4^9194)  to  TRUW  LAP 
(XT  535199). 
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Statistically,  "Tropic  Li^litning"  Division  operations  a-^ainst  the 
eneay  between  1  June  ?Jid  3l  July  provided  the  following  results: 


U.S.  killed  in  action 
U.S.  wounded  in  action 
U.S,  missing  in  action 
U.S.  equipment  destroyed 


U.S.  equipment  damaged 
(deadlined  24  hours  or 
longer) 


Hi  any  killed  in  action 
(confirmed  by  body  count) 
Tnany  prisoners-of-war 
'  'otainees 
;  'I  GIAISiS 


-  S79  (^99  evacuated) 

-  1 

-  three  helicopters 

-  six  trucks 

-  one  tank 

-  IT  armored  personnel  carriers 

-  one  M~42 

-  one  lS5nm  ho  wit  7.  er 

-  35  helicopters 

-  34  trucks 

-  12  tanks 

-  one  K-578 

-  one  M-42 

-  one  rFS-4  rarlar 

-  22  arnorert  personnel  carriers 


-  U2V 

-  37 

-  425 

-  4 


Hi  any  equipmer.t  and 
supplies  captured 


Enemy  documents  c^tured 


29fi  individual  ’'^apons 

95  crew  served  weapons 

78.35  tons  of  rice 

54>11?  small  arms  rounds 

425  pounds  of  nodical  suppI  lCS 

11  ralios 

212  hand  rrenades 

33'’  piuri.  of  sugar 
four  mote,  cvcles 
904  rocket,  artillery  or 
mortar  ro-mds 
22  protective  masks 
2,000  Piaster 
eight  outboard  rotors 
137  pounds 


Hheny  equipment  and 
supplies  destroyed 


753  rocket,  art  ill  era'  or 
mortar  rounds 
430  mines 

l8,83l  snail  arms  rounds 
1,^3  hand  grenades 
snarans 

25.  59  tons  of  rics 
19  crew  served  v.-?nnr>r3 
25  individual  ^^;e^^op? 
fi^re  ban  be 

12  cluster  \3nh  unit- 
'jD2  RTO  rounds 
six  outboard  motors 
1,7^  gallons  -as 
one  protective  .-nask 
857.5  powids  of  o-plcsivo 
1,'*fiD  blasting  -tps 
one  radio 

throe  rocket  lairchers 
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i^th  Battalion;  9t-h  IntaJiiry.  This  coribinci  iox’CJ  was  desi^  .tod 
TASIx  BC'iCE  dUI'ILOr.  The  tank  battalion  took  up  blockine:  positions 
along  an  aods  in  the  vicinit-y  XT  5907;  and  the  infantr'Vi’ijn  occupied 
blocicing  positions  fron  'CT  600  5  to  '2*  ^105  to  620'^.  The  enemy 
force  liras  thus  sirroundod  on  three  sides  vath  a  vast  swamp  aa-ea 
to  its  rear.  The  fires  of  four  artiHery  batteries  and  d.^t  sir 
strikes  v^re  placed  on  the  aaeny  throu,diout  the  dav.  A  total  of 
35  eneny  dead  and  one  FOW  were  confirmed  by  nightfall. 

Elsewhere  in  the  T.iCI,  the  '>id  "lattallon,  2'^h  Inf -nntrv  ii  T’d 
an  estimated  enerv  platoon  in  bunker  positions  at  TI  fJOiiii'!?.  'd- 
1045  the  target  was  st.ruck  by  helicopter  gunships.  A  subseouor.t 
assault  on  the  bunkers  revealed  six  enemy  txadies. 

An  ambush  patrol  from  F  Cbmpan'' ,  50th  Infantry  (L.'tF)  at  2215 
houi-'o  struck  several  sa:ip.ins  at  XT  733105.  T'^e  follovring  morning 
fix  VC  KIA  were  d;  scovered  in  the  vicinit'r  of  the  ambush. 

4  ”ay 

T.' 5A  FOICE  DUIiLOP  continued  with  its  mission  of  redudag  the 
en.ny  forse  wh.i.ch  it  had  backed  up  to  a  swamp.  Taking  the  enemv  un^er 
heav^  firs  vith  supportinr  artillery,  helicopter  gunships  and  rir 
sL-rrus,  ;'vs  grou:id  units  slowly  tightened  the  vice  or.  the  bessired 
VC.  Ay  f  .e  end  of  dayli^t  activities  the  task  force  had  recovered 
an  jidllional  26  enemy  dead  and  throe  pn.sonerr  of  war.  ELcrents  of 
tht.  mask  force  remained  in  their  blocking  isosiCions  during  the  ni 'lit 
as  supporting  fire.s  continued  to  pound  at  the  enemv  positions. 

As  TASIC  FDICE  DUli.Or  continued  its  operations,  other  di’.i. sic r  . 
'jn:ts  engaged  in  ligjit  and  videly  scattered  contacts  with  t>c  enciy. 
Helicopters  from  0  Company,  25th  .Iviation  Battalion  flving  armo’ 
aerial  reconnaissance  along  the  OPJEIT'l.  hd^^vecn  GO  DMJ  Hi 

and  TAY  MIIH  observed  and  engaged  an  unlnioi^m  s3?.o  enemy  force  at 
irr  2vi335.  The  ’ct-iop.  resulted  in  33  ere  ^v  de*.  and  two  FC'/’s,  '^he 
•  .;«nv  ‘'orce  was  later  1  lent i Tied  as  a  L-).rl  fo'*>'u  VC  company  fixjn 
TAY  Province. 

't  1730,  Compaiiy.  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Inf  antry  (Mcch)  swoaving 
a.v.oxLnately  four  kilometers  northeast-  of  DUG  H0.‘.  received  fire 
fiu  ■  xn  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  XS  623987.  The  company  attadcod 
into  the  position  and  accounted  for  f5  ena-ay  dead  and  one  rO*'. 

Thii<  enemy  force  was  determined  to  be  m  elem.ent  of  the  273i’'l  V'J 
Poginent . 


5  May 

T.\3?'  PClCBDUNLOr  v.ms  redesignated  T.IS'  rOBCE  O' B!'3  at  O'?;*  ru.; 
c'.rtinu'od  its  operations  in  the  vicinity  rf  XT  5^6  «  XT  50^5. 

,‘xS  grov'.d  forces  swept  into  the  cnor  y  positions  thev  '^iscovr.-jd  ?r 
r.:Hi  t  o.oal  forty  meny  dead,  most  of  w^.m  had  been  ki  'lrt  >'  a'-t'J'  orv 

ard  strikes.  AMitionallv  largo  numbers  of  abandonetl  indUd';-’*'! 

;row  serve:  i;eepon3  along  with  a-amuniticn,  supplies  aM  foo  *.  ’-  r-a 
discov'red.  C-'rt act  was  maintained  with  t'’.e  enemy  an’,  suriv  , 
fives  .'rom  helicDpters,  aj-tillery  and  tactical  jiip  cortinuoi  to  ’>e 
used  in  hea'/y  volume. 

.it  1245,  C  Co.mpa.ny,  ^.d  Battalion,  22.ni  Infantr"-  (rvoi-'  swotrif.g 
along  route  i  at  a  location  apnrexLmatoly  three  kHom*. ora  southeast 
of  the  C’J  QTI  Base  Car.'.p  (XT  ^3*7121)  engaged  an  cst inched  VC  plc'cen. 

In  a  contact  that  continued  until  l330  hours,  the  company  a-  rv-r+.M 
by  helicopter  gunahips  accounted  for  23  VC  KI.''..  Thj  meny  lovce  was 
idaitifiod  as  a  unit  of  the  7th  VC  local  force  b-Atalion. 

.'dso  on  the  aftemoo.n  of  5  May,  3  Co.-T-^ny,  ^  Bet*’ alien,  27th 
Infantry  searching  approximately  t.hreo  ’kilometers  southwest-  of  the  SA.IGO?^ 
mvzil  town  0.'’  Ill'  CXIJG  discovert  a  larve  anar.v  .vnunition  cadie  at 
.TT  794 117.  In  addition  to  large  numbers  of  TFG  roirris  and  hand 
grenades,  the  oo.mpany  captured  72  oosplete  I2aan  rod'ets  and  21,5^0 
rounds  of  s.mall  arms  amunition. 

f'  .  . 
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B,  Chronology  of  Sigiificant  Combat  Actions. 

1  May 

Cbntact  with  enemy  forces  throu^out  the  divisional  tactical 
area  of  operational  interest  (T/iOl)  on  1  May  was  relatively  litht 
and  scattered,  .\lxnost  all  diYi,sional  maneuver  elements  had  completed 
their  redeployment  into  the  southeastern  quadrant  of  the  b-'’’  this 
date.  Mounting  intensive  daytime  battalion  ani  company  size  recon¬ 
naissance-in-force  and  air  mobile  combat  assault  operations  oomhinefl 
with  platoon  and  squad  size  night  stationary  and  mobile  ambush  -'at/ols, 
the  division  established  a  virtual  2k  hour-a^day  screen  to  the  -■'o?’^h- 
west)  west  and  southwest  of  SAIGON-CHOION.  Despite  these  balnketiiiR: 
manmivers,  only  the  3rd  Squadron,  l7th  /dr  Cavalry  experienced 
significant  anoounters  with  the  enemy.  The  sauadron's  3  Troop  flying 
armed  aeorial  reconnaissance  along  and  east  of  the  C3I3JT.'xL  TIVTl 
b0t\)ecn  the  00  east-west  grid  line  and  DUG  HOA  and  C  Troop  flying 
similar  missions  in  the  southern  DOI  JjOI  VDODS  (center  of  mass  ‘!T5n3‘)) 
and  northeast  of  TILtlG  UAIC  along  route  237  detected  nnd  engaged 
small  groups  of  enemy  on  five  separate  occasions  during  the  dav. 

The  amed  hslicoptcrs  accountoi  for  15  VC  KIA  by  bodv  count  and  de- 
str-j/rl  one  .IK -47  and  one  sampan. 


Divisjonal  maneuver  battalions  and  supporting  organic  and  attached 
aviation  units  continued  thejr  search  for  the  enany  along  suspect. crl 
avenues  of  appro adi  in  the  SAIOOl’I-CHOLON  area  from  the  northwest, 
west  and  fouth%<est.  /igain,  only  the  3rd  Squadron,  i7th  Air  Caval.-y 
enjoyed  any  success  in  locating  the  meny, 

3  Troop  continuing  its  armed  aerial  rccqnnr:  r.sanco  of  the  are*> 
it  bad  o^rerflown  the  previous  day  observed  tsicr  /  movement  no’^h  of 
DUC  HO/i  In  the  vicinity  of  XT  53lO,  Bigaglngt/  ?  area  with  autoni'-^tic 
weapons  and  rockets,  the  gunships  drew  iul  onse  .px>und  fire.  Sup¬ 
porting  artillery  /dr  Force  tactical  fi<^tnr  air  strikes  were 
placed  into  the  area.  Following  the  lifting  of  these  fires,  the  »ir 
cavalryman  want  back  into  the  area  on  low  level  reconnaissance  ?»nd 
ooTiitad  25  enemy  dead  and  four  destroyed  .50  caliber  machine  gans. 
Intollig«ice  eources  later  identified  the  ananv  as  elcner.tr  cf  the 
27l«t  VC  Regiment. 

Me«nhile,  C  Troop  had  turned  its  attention  to  rsoonnaifsanco  of 
the  IRON  m.A!GLE  (center  of  mass  XT  722^)  and  the  HO  X  ’OODS  (center 
of  mass  Xr6027).  At  i7X)  hours  tho  troop  detected  appro xim^t el v 
60  VC  positioned  In  a  tree  line  along  a  canal  on  jn  axis  from  XT  ,"  *31  Pi 
to  XT  740178  to  XT  737173.  The  araod  helicopters  engared  the  encay 
force  with  their  automatic  we;^»n8  and  rockets  and  then  called  in 
ai'tillsry  nd  air  strikes.  A  search  of  the  target  area  suhscvri'^Lt 
to  these  attadcs  revealed  23  VC  dead  and  ninerous  blond  trevTs  loai^ng 
out  of  the  area  to  the  north.  These  dead  were  identified  ar 
from  el«i«ta  of  the  lOlst  NVA  Regiment. 

3  May 

On  3  Hay  enway  movement  within  the  division  TAOI  int  assvilt  nori- 
tlons  for  their  plsined  attacks  became  more  anparent,  vid  the  division 
reacted  acoordingly.  At  lOOO  hours  3  Troop,  3rl  Souadron,  I'^h  /dr 
Cavalry  continuing  its  armed  aerial  reconnaissance  east  of  the 
OIIEIffAL  mVlR  sighted  an  estlnated  200  VC  at  IT  57B0A8.  This  menv 
force  was  imnedialaly  engaged  by  the  gunships  and  artillery  arri 
tactical  fi^er  air  strikes  were  directed  into  the  area.  The  4th 
Battalion,  23id  Infmtry  (.’’ech)  which  was  maneuvering  on  a  search 
operation  a  short  distance  to  the  south  of  the  enemv  position  was 
direct «1  to  ««>gage.  Dy  iO/f)  hours  tho  battalion  h«l  moved  into 
blocking  positions  along  an  axis  fror*  XT  570A  to  TT  5V>4.  This 
mmeuver  fixed  tho  enssy  position  and  by  1520  hours  the  fnurth  of  Lhe 
twenty  third  was  reinforced  bv  the  :5id  ’’.Attallon,  34th  /urw’*  wtl  the 
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6  May 

TAaC  FDRGS  DA5MS  oompletei  its  operstiofis  ag^sinst  the  enaay  force" 
in  the  general  vicinity  of  XT  6005,  XT  6006,  XT  6105  and  XT  590?.  The 
4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  and  lat  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Mech)* 
swept  through  the  area  during  the  day  and  discovered  113  additional 
enany  dead  and  substantial  numbers  of  enemy  waapons,  aranunitlon  and" 
supplies.  The  total  enemy  casualties  by  body  count  in  the  four  dny 
ergagCBient  was  213  dead.  From  five  prisoners  taken  in  the  bat L lei  it: 
was  learned  that  the  enemy  force  intercepted  and  blocked  by  TASK  K)RCS 
DUKIOP..-  DAEMS  consisted  of  a  battalion  of  the  27l8t  VC  Regiment  end 
that  the  survivors  of  the  engageraeit,  many  of  than  wunded,  had  fled 
north  through  the  swanp. 

As  the  4th  of  the  9th  and  1st  of  the  5th  prepared  fbt  their  moPplng 
up  activities  for  the  day, 'TASK  RDRCE  DA^S  salt  the  4th  Battalion,  23rd 
Infantry  and  2nd  aatta3ion,  34th  Armor  south  into  the  vicinity’ of  • 

BOA  THAI  to  reinforce  the  ARVN  -  RF-PF  garrteon  of  that-  town  y^ich  was 
attacked  by  a  three  battalion  enemy  force  (the  2^7B,  26?  and  D-16  VC  ' 
battalions)  in  the  early  momi-'ig  hours.  At  XT  4005  the  4th  Battalion, 
23rd  Infantry  (Meih)  closed  xdth  an  enarv  unit  at  O*^,  Supported  by 
helicoptors  *‘id  artillery,  the  battalion  accounted  for  44  enemv  dead 
and  captured  one  prisoner  in  an  all  day  running  battle  te  the  west  of 
BOA  Ta;j. 

B  Company,  3rd  Battalirn,  22nd  Infantry  'n  a  sweep  one  Id.lometer 
north  of  !b\±e  1  midway  between  GU  CI^I  and  TRW,  RANO  560175)  ’ 
engaged  an  estimated  VC  platoon  at  0815  and  inflected  18  HA  <*nd  one  . 
POW  on  the  enemy  before  he  broke  contact  and  retreated  to  the  west. 

The  2nd  Batt»\lion,  22nd  Infantry  (Mech)  maneuvering  near  OJ  ffll  in  the 
vicinity  of  its  C  Cbnpany’s  contact  of  the  previous  day  established' 
contact  with  an  enany  force  of  unknovn  size  and  claimed'12  VC  KI4  in 
the  oisuing  f;'j*e  fij^t.  At  1435,  G  Troop,  3rd  Souadron,  17th  Cavalry 
following  up  cn  the  4th  of  the  23rd 's  contact  earlier  in  the  dav  near 
BOA  THAI,  spot  ted  50  VC  moving  w'st  away  fron  the  area  of  contact.  The 
helicopters  enra.ged  the  fleeing  enany  and  killed  an  additional  15  Vr, 


7  >iiy 

In  the  predam  hours  of  7  ^^^y,  A*  and  B  Cbopanlss  of  the  1st 
Battalion,  27th  Infantry  and  C  Troop,  3rd  Souadron,  4th  Cavalry 
cofBnenced  a  reoonraissance-in-force  operation  in  the  vicinity  of 
XT  7303  approximately  ten  kiloneters  northweft  of  SAlGON-fflOLOW.  At 
1115  hours  this  force  ran  into  a  large  nunber  of  enemy:  a  force  that 
was  later  identifiel  as  the  3rd  Battalion,  83th  NVA  Regimmt.  A;*t«-’ 
a  heatea  encowitcr  that  lasted  through  t^"  day  and  the  night' and  Into  the 
foUoMng  day,  the  US  force  8\^portod  by  helicopter  gunships,  artillery 
ond  Aactical  air  inflected  199  dead  on  this  enany  battalion.  The 
survivors  of  the  WA  battalion  n.ed  to  t''t  weet. 

Contact  throughout  the  division  TAOI  bacame  increasingly  n»re 
fre quoit  throughout  the  day,  but  most  actions  were  vith  small 
infiltrating  unit  a. 


8  Kay 

0936  (bc^any  C,  Ist  Battalion,  2'’th  Infantry  wee  eweeping  il 
XS  743925  it  ran  into  an  unknoir.  sise  en«iy  force.  Sigiging  the 
oiany  with  orgainic  weapons  the  company  acoourital  for  32  VC  OA  and  ** 
tK>  prieoners  before  contact  wae  loit.  'Lator  In  the  day  at  ll'^5  five 
kilometere  to  the  northwest  (XS  7039^2),  the  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infoitry 
night  defeneive  location  anga'^oi  oi  uni^wi  site  VC  fdree  that  mov^' 
into  ita  poeltion.  In  the  fire  fi^  thit  took  plaoe,  32  VC  XIA  were 
reeordol  and  two  POUa  were  taken.  The  two  aetione  are  believed’  to  have 
involved  the  ea.me  enemy  battalion  of  the  27 let  VC  Rigioait;  the  later 
fight  taking  place  as  the  VC  sought  to  evade  the  flret  US  unit  which 
took  it  under  fire. 
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Meanwhile,  a  short  distance  to  the  northeast  of  i^ere  the  VC 
battalion  was  fighting  its  second  battle  of  the  day,  D  Conpany,  2nd 
Battalion,  27th  Infantry  was  engaging  a  VC  conqjany.  T'fi.th  the  support 
of  armed  helioopters,  the  US  troops  drove  off  the  advancing  enemy  >^io 
left  24  dead  and  two  prisona*s  behind. 

Farther  to  the  north,  the  2nd  Battalion,  34th  \irror  was  sweeping 
Route  1  South  of  HOC  MOII  (IT  751020)  in  area  vhere  it  had  a  light 
contact  the  previous  day.  At  1245  the  tankers  cane  under  fire.  Re-' 
turning  fire  with  organic  veapons  and  supported,  by  arnicd  helicopters, 
artillery  and  air  strikes,  the  2nd  of  the  34th  .\rmor  pursued  the  aieny 
all  day  and  into  the  ni^t  .  Cbntact  was  lost  at  0200  on  the  9th. 
Forty-four  enany  dead  were  recovered  and  one  prisoner  was  baten. 

9  May 

Throughout  the  first  veek  of  May,  many  division  base  camps,  artillery 
fire  support  bases  and  battalion  night  defensive  positions  hjvi  come  mder 
light  but  harrasslng  enany  staid  off  rocket  md  mortar  attacks.  In  the 
darkness  of  the  early  irorning  hours  of  9  May,  this  enemv  tactic  was 
intmsified  with  two  heavy  assaults. 

At  0100  the  division  headouartors  at  GU  ®I  3ase  Cann  was  struck  by 
thirty  rounds  of  mixed  i22nm  and  107mm  rockets.  The  rockets  ail  falling 
within  a  span  of  two  minutes  resulted  to  seven  killed  and  4B  wounded. 
Damage  to  the  base  canp  installations  was  light . 

An  hour  later.  Fire  Support  Base  MAURY  at  XT  ftlQ022  cane  under  a 
heavy  mortar  and  rocket  attack  followed  by  a  battalion  size  gnjund 
assault,  A  Cbi^any  and  the  Scout  Platoon  of  the  4th  Battalion,  23rd 
Inf«itry  which  were  securing  the  artillery  positions  were  reinforced 
by  the  battalion's  B  Cbmpany  and  I  Troop,  3i^  Snuadron,  11th  Cavalry. 

In  a  fight  that  lasted  until  0600,  US  casualties  were  nlre  KIA  vrd 
wounded.  Additionally  two  105ora  and  two  155nin  howitzers  were  destroyed 
by  enemy  sappers  who  had  breached  the  perimeter  defaise.  Fourtewi 
enoay  dead  were  r*junt«i  the  following  morning  and  one  POV  was  taken. 

On  the  sane  day  at  1450,' A  and  B  Companies  and  the  Reconnaissance 
Platoon  of  the  Ist  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  mode  an  air  .-rrbile  combat 
assault  into  a  swamp  five  kilometers  east  of  DUG  HOA  (XS  ^595)  to 
dieck  out  a  large  enemy  force  reported  to  be  in  the  area.  Maiding 
contact  inaediately  iqx>n  the  landing,  the  infantry  svr^t  throu^  the 
area  with  the  8Lq?port  of  helicopter  gunships.  —In  the  contact  that 
lasted  mti3.  2100,  the  infantryman  recov«*ed  ^6  erieny  dead,  took  three 
prisoners  and  captured  three  I22nm  rocket  launchers  and  numerous  other 
itans  of  «iemy  weapons,  aamunltion  and  eoulpment.  The  prisoners  later 
idmiified  their  wit  as  the  20Bth  NVA  Fbdcet  Regiment. 

10  May 

Continuing  their  wide  spread  search  for  enaay  units  >«st  of  SAIGON,' 
the  maneuver  battalion^  of -the  25th  Infantry  Division  ettaWished  numerous 
small  contacts  on  10  hay.  The  most  significant  cf  these  involved  C 
Gampany,  4bh  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  whicii  located  an  enany  fcrcj 
appi^xiaataly  nine  kUoaeters  west  of  SAIGON  at  XS  *700914  at  1035. 

Pursuing  the  enemy  liiich  was  later  learn «i  to  be  elements  of  the  27 let 
VC  Bigimert  to  the  north,  C  Company  claimed  2A  eneny  dead  aid  cie 
prisoner  in  an  all  day  fi|^  which  hrok'^  at  211 B  hours. 

U  May 

Significant  qpntact  with  the  eneay  wert  of  SilGON  continued  lildrt 
and  scattmrad  throughout  11  Kay.  At  1445  C  Goopary,  Isi  Battalion, 

27th  Infantry  fixed  an  eetieated  VC  platoon  in  a  hedrerov  ^  XT  835050 
ipcroxiA’tely  three  kiloattara  west  of  the  SAIGON  RIVT».  .^ft«r  e?01in« 
in  helicojter  gunahlpa  and  artillery  to  engage  the  entroichel  VC,  the 
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csompany  assaulted  the  hedgerov;  at  2000  hours  and  ddsooverod  15  eiemy 
dead  and  numerous  v.'-eaoons,  enuipnen*:  an'^'  surrlies. 

12  hay 

The  enemy  stepped  up  the  tanpo  of  his  activities  vest  of  S''JGON 
in  the  early  ncrning  ’^ours  of  12  Hay>  he  staged  a  ha+talion  size 
attack  on  artillery  Plre  Support  Base  FIKE  VI  at  XS  735940.  Beginning 
at  013Q  i^dth  a  mass  mortar  barrage,  t>ie  enemy  stasred  several  human 
wave  assaults  on  the  fire  suoport  base  perimeter.-  Defended  by 
persorjiel  of  the  3rd  Battalion,  13th  Artillery,  Ath  Battalion,  7'^h 
Artillery  and  1st  Battalion,  Bth  Artillery  and  elements  of  the  4th 
Battalion,  9th  Infantry,  the  fire  support  base  nerimeter  turned  back 
all  assaults.  By  040?,  the  enemy  attadc  was  broken.  At  da'^light,  98 
enemy  bodies  were  counted  outside  the  perimeter  wire  and  numerous 
weapons,  ammunition  and  supplies  were  found  abandoned. 

The  attacking  force  later  was  determined  to  be  a  battalion  of  the 
272nd  VC  Besiiment . 

Later  in  tho  day,  C  Qon^any,  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Mech) 
searching  for  the  enemy  in  the  ’/iciriity  of  XS  '^097  discovered  an 
estimated  platoon  hiding  in  b'Jinkers,  Sun-'orted  by  artillerv  and  air 
strikes,  the  company  moved  into  the  enemy  positions  and  claimed  1'^ 

VC  KIA  and  one  PC  in  the  action. 


13  Hay 

The  aid  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  (Mech)  which  had  for  several 
days  had  the  mission  of  clearing  the  MSB,  (route  l)  from  GO  DAU  HA  to 
the  HOC  MCN  Bridge  (XT  712D71)  ;v?.s  again  performing  this  operation 
when  at  0850  it  came  into  contact  >ri.th  an  un’cnovn  size  enemy  force 
in  the  village  of  .'P  EAU  DIH3J  (:rr  5631^7)  midway  between  TRA^.  BA^G 
and  CU  CHI.  In  a  running  house  to  house  battle  that  lasted  throughout 
the  day,  the  battalion  accounted  for  19  enemy  dead  a’-id  one  prisoner. 
The  prisoner  identified  his  unit  as  a  TRA^D  BA^^G  local  force  companv. 

At  about  f  t  same  time  that  the  "Triple  Deuces"  vrere  initiating 
their  contact,  Gonpany  D  of  the  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantrv  v^as 
conducting  a  sweep  through  an  area  approximately  five  kilometers 
south  of  I  HU  CD  Ml  (XT  795095).  During  the  prevj.ous  night,  artillery 
had  engaged  a  target  in  this  area  detected  by  radar.  The  i.nfantrvmen 
in  their  search  discovered  15  VC  ICEA  killed  bv  artillery. 

/tgain  about  the  same  time,  elements  of  the  l'59th  Light  Infantry 
Brigade  idiich  had  become  01  COM  (opcj’ational  control)  on  12  May  to 
the  Tropic  Lightning  Division  located  the  enany  in  the  vicinity  of 
XS  7283.  initial  contact  made  at  0820  by  the  Reconnaissance 

Platoon  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  3rd  Infantry,  Coii^anies  A  and  D  of  the 
5th  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  quickly  moved  to  reinforce.  Supnorted 
by  armed  helicopters,  artillery  and  air  strikes,  these  uni.ts  pursued 
the  estimated  VC  battalion  until  2200  T,hen  contact  was  lost.  Enemy 
losses  for  the  encounter  wore  established  at  ^5  KTA  bv  body  count. 

Far  to  the  north  in  TAY  Province,  the  communications  relay 
complex  operated  at  the  summit  of  MUI  3,A  DMT  (yp  281582)  was  attacked 
by  enemy  sapper  forces  at  2145  hours.  Successful  in  their  effort  to 
breach  the  perimeter  of  tho  momtain  top  compound,  the  enemy  destroved 
the  communications  relay  faciLAties  with  mortars  and  siitchel  charges. 
Although  the  eneny  lost  25  KIA  in  the  fight  which  transpired,  IQ 
US  troops  died  in  the  fight. 


14  May 

The  199th  contact  with  tho  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  the  previous 
day's  encounter  contir.uad  intense.  Ziktablishinc  a  nif^t  defensive 
position  at  XS  720843*  Comp’ny  A,  5th  of  the  12th  and  ConnanieB  R  j»rd  D 
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of  the  2nd  of  the  3rd,  cane  ’inder  attack  at  02*5 hours.  In  »  battle 
that  ran  to  until  0430*  these  infantry  units  sur'^orted  by  .^med 
helicopters  and  artillery  accounted  for  another  ^0  ‘?^elT^vdead. 
about  the  same  time  '(0300),  C  Gonpany,  2nd  la.ttslion,  3rd  Infantrv 
attacked  in  its  night  defensive  position  at  XS  57383'^.  In  t>^e  ensuine 
fire  fight,  the  company  aided  by  helicopter  gunships ,  artiDlerv  and 
air  strikes  killed  31  of  the  attacking  enemy.  Int exigence  nain^d 
from  documents  captured  by  the  199bh  in  these  three  engagements  re¬ 
vealed  that  the  enemy  fo'>'ce  in  ^ach  case  was  an  elanent  of  t>ie  273rd 
VC  Begin  ent. 


15  -  ay 

On  the  13th  and  14th  of  ay  intelligence  sources  indicated  that 
enemy’ units  which  had  rioved  tovrards  S.'JG0N  beginning  on  the  3rd  nf 
Hay  were  now  exfiltrating  the  area  on  movements  back  to  their  sanc¬ 
tuary  areas.  Divisional  units  ’rere  now  enrloved  to  pursue  the 
fleeing  enany.  The  A  Troop,  3rd  Souadron,  4th  Cavalry  sweeping  fo"^ 
the  enemy  in  the  northern  HO  3C  ’DODS  intercepted  a.  l^rge  enemv  unit 
moving  north  at  XT  550308.  In  an  aD.l  da''’  battle,  A  Troon  reinforced 
by  the  Squadron's  C  Troop  and  supported  by  guns  hips,  artillerv  and 
air  strikes  accounted  for  82  VC  IIA  and  captured  three  prisoners. 

The  PS’s  identified  their  unit  as  the  7th  Battalion,  SB-1,  local 
force  and  rerxjrted  that  the  battalion  had  been  in  constant  contact 
for  ten  davs  ivith  U3  and  ABVX  forces  arri  had  lost  400  of  its  500 
personnel  either  killedj  wounded  or  missing.  The  survivors  were 
pulling  back  into  ZONE  C  in  northern  TAY  NTNH  Province. 

15  May 

On  lA  May  the  pattern  of  contact  vdth  enemy  forces  throughout  ti^e 
division  TAOI  continued  to  move  away  from  S'JGO'f  further  indicating 
the  exfiltration  of  enemv  units  v;hich  had  attempted  to  close  on  the 
city  early  in  the  month.  At  1725  ho’Jrs  B  Company,  2nd  Bait’>lion, 

3rd  Infantry  (l99th  Licht  Infantr-''  Brigade)  searching  for  enemr  forces 
approximately  one  kilometer  north  of  the  KITr  SANS  Canal  (XS 
engaged  an  unknown  enemy  force.  Attacking  the  enemy  force  as  it  moved 
west ,  the  company  killed  20  VC  before  the  enemy  unit  was  a'^le  to 
break  contact.  Fl^Ang  late  afternoon  armed  aerial  reconnaissance 
mission:  over  f'e  HO  3D  ’■.OODS  and  IBON  TRI:ANGLE,  C  Tr-^op,  3rd  Snuadron, 
17th  Air  C*^vairy  detected  150  to  2f3  VC  at  .XT732193.  The  enemy  were 
engaged  by  the  armed  helicopters  in  addition  to  artillery  and  air 
strikes  that  were  c.all*yl  in.  A  chec’-  of  the  area  fc]^n’^dnn'  t^e  engage¬ 
ment  revealed  the  bodies  of  21  VC. 


17  t^y 

Scarddng  for  suspected  enemy  awr-unition  caches  along  the  banks  of 
the  R.ACH  TIV.  Canal  north  of  S'JGON  and  west  of  the  S*.IG0'^  BriTB, 

G  Cbmpany,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Ihfanprv  at  XT  '’890'’3  located  and 
evacuated  98  rounds  of  75mm  armo,  40  anti-tank  mines,  120  rounds  of 
RPCi-2  ammo,  24  rounds  of  (50nn  aiaPO,  5  complete  123iim  rockets,  tio 
/dC-47  rifles  and  20  pounds  of  medical  supplies.  The  oomnjr.v  also  de¬ 
stroyed  in  p''  ace  l62  romds  of  82nm  mortar  a-no.  At  l'=‘^5  v^Ue  flying 
the  CU  CHI  Base  Can^  "rodcet  belt"  t'^e  Division  Artillerv  Command  and 
Control  helicopter  detected  an  enemy  rocket  position  in  the  northern 
FILHOL  PLANTAnOM  (XT  648225)  Earlier  in  the  dav,  at  1220  hours 
B  Troop,  3rd  Souadron,  17th  Air  C'‘valry  flying  reco’nai  ssance  Jn  tb-a 
same  general  area  engaged  another  rocket  site  at  XT  ^20207  resulting 
in  two  VC  KIA  and  eight  122nm  rockets  destroyed.  Engagin''  the 
position  vdtn  its  automatic  wsarons  and  calling  in  artiilorv,  t«i 
IZ&nm  rockets  wore  destroyed  and  tai  VC  KIA  were  amounted  for.  The 
4th  Battalion,  ‘'th  Infantry  conducted  reconnaissance  fo-ce  opera¬ 
tions  eight  kilometers  north  of  D'-C  'TA  located  22  VC  killed  bv  artil¬ 
lery  and  air  strikes  aid  located  and  destroyed  in  nl'^ce  43  82nn  Tiortar 
rounds . 
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18  May 

Pressing  the  search  for  enemy  forces  a^d  eqnjpmenti  !)  CbmpaJiy, 

2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  located  and  evacuated  the  follomng  from 
XT  754167:  six  light  machine  gtns,  20  AK-47  rifles,  tvo  75nm  recoiless 
rifles, five  82tim  mortar,  one  60an  mortar,  one  .51  cal  machine' gun, 
one  12.7  mm  anti-aircraft  machine  gun,  five  PlC-lD  radios,  t\o  ahti- 
tank  mines  and  800  rounds  of  small  arms  ammo. 

19  May 

Cbntinidng  to  search  for  aiemy  forces  north  of  DI’C  FOA,  the  M-h  ' 
Battalion,  9th  Infantry  engaged  an  unknown  size  force  at  XT  ^31042 
at  084C.  The  contact  was  initiated  when  D  Company  made  an  air  mobile 
combat  assault  into  a  "hot"  landing  zone.  D  Cbrapany  vras  reinforced 
during  the  day  by  and  C  Companies  as  well  as  suprwrted  by  artillery, 
armed  helicopters  and  air  strikes.  A  total  of  18  VC  KIA  were  located 
after  contact  was  broken  late  in  the  day.  Documents  found  on  t^'e  enemy 
dead  identified  the  enemy  unit  in  contact  as  the  3rd  Battalion, 

VC  Regiment. 


20  May 

The  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  following  up  on  its  contact,  of 
the  previous  day  searched  the  area  surrounding  the  battle  a-^ea.  it 
0955  at  XS  634993  Company  3  took  a  amall  VC  force  under  fire  and 
accounted  for  nine  VC  KEA  as  well  as  capturing  numerous  individual 
weapons  and  aiimunition.  MeanvMle,  at  a  location  seven  kilometers 
north  of  TAN  SON  If^UT  Air  Base,  C  Company,  Ist  Battalion,  2^th 
Infantry  on  a  search  and  destroy  operation  ran  into  an  estimated  VC 
platoon  hidir.g  in  bunkers  along  a  canal  bank,  ^ngagin?  the  enemy 
with  organic  weapons,  artillery  and  armed  helicopters,  C  Gomnanv 
destroyed  the  enemy  platoon  in  place  accountine  gor  25  VC  KIA. 

21  May 

The  4th  Battalion,  °th  Infantry  vihich  had  been  stalkine  the 
3rd  Battalion,  2R2nd  VC  Regiment  for  several  days  north  of  D’T  ^OA 
found  their  prey  at  0318  v*ien  the  enemy  battalion  attacked  the  4th 
of  the  9t’'  ni^it  location  at  XS  634993.  Turning  back  the  enemv  assault 
with  the  aid  of  suonorting  artillery  and  air  strikes,  the  infaniry 
pursued  the  enemy  as  they  pulled  back.  In  heavy  fi(^ting  which  ended 
late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  jjlst  several  kilometers  to  the  north  of 
the  night  defensive  position,  the  4th  of  the  9th  accounted  for  ^6 
VC  bodies  and  two  P07>s.  .Ur  Force  tactical  air  strikes  flown  in 
support  of  the  battalion  were  credited  lAth  an  additional  25  VC  bodies 
that  were  located. 


22  May 

Ihe  1st  Battidion,  5th  Infantry  Olech)  searching  for  energy  forces 
had  moved  in  the  Southern  BOI  LOI  TODS  north  of  TRAI'TS  received 

an  attack  on  its  night  defensive  position  at  XT  533290  at  approximately 
0005  hours.  The  enemy  assault  was  repulsed  and  broken  by  0345  ^uhen' 
the  enemy  vdthdrew  leaving  29  dead  around  the  perimeter  wire  and  two 
FOW’s.  The  enemy  also  left  behind  two  machine  (runs,  six  rocket 
launchers,  six  AK-47  rifles,  34  hand  grenades  and  57  HPG  rounds. 

Later  in  the  morning  (0340),  Troops  A  and  B  of  the  3rd  Snuadron, 

4th  Cavalry  searching  in  an  area  a  short  distance  to  the  northeast 
of  the  Ist  of  the  5th 's  contact  (XT  5'’47’8)  came  into  contact  with 
an  unknown  size  en«\y  force.  In  a  running  battle  vhidr  lasted  all  dav, 
the  cavalrymen  supported  by  helicopter  gunshlps,  artillery  and  air 
strikes  accounted  for  another  29  VC  dead.  F&r  to  t^e  noH,h  of  t'^ese 
actions,  at  the  TAY  NIMT  Base  Camp,  an  enany  sapoer  unit  at  05^0 
attacked  and  overr.nn  four  gun  positions  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  32nd  ■ 
Artillery  on  the  base  camp  perimeter.  Seven  VC  Ki\  were  accomted  for 
by  the  defending  artiDerymen,  but  the  enemv  succeeded  in  destroying 
one  175mm  gun  and  one  8"  Howitzer. 
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2U  nay 

The  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  continuing  their  pxirsuit  the 
3rd  Battalion,  ?.72nd  VC  Regiment  in  the  DUG  ''b\  ^rea  located  an.  esti¬ 
mated  enemy  company  three  kilometers  south  of  the  to^n  at  T5  ^2  39^5. 

The  battaiion:*s  Cbmpany  engaged  the  VC  force  with  organic  vrear^ons, 
artillery,  amed  neli copters  ai-id  air  strikes  between  0830  and  1915  hours. 

After  contact  with  the  enemy  i^s  broken,  Company  discovered  19  VC 
KIA.  To  the  north,  the  Ist  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  continued  its 
search  for  enemy  forces  and  weapons  and  amunition  caches  immediately 
north  of  TAII  SON  NHUT  Air  Base.  At  1045  hovirs  B  Company  came  across 
an  estimated  VC  platoon  at  “tr  824046.  After  a  fire  fight  vhi  ch  included 
sxjpport  from  armed  helicopters  arid  artillery,  12  VC  KIA  were  accounted 
for  and  two  FOW's  were  taken. 


26  Hay 

On  25  Hay,  the  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  vras  relocated  from  the 
DUC  HOA  area  to  a  nev;  battalion  area  of  operations  no^d^heast  of  HOC 
MON  vdiere  it  established  a  new  base  camp  at  XT  770035.  Conducting  a 
company  size  combat  assault  and  sweep  to  the  northwest  of  the  bat¬ 
talion  base  camp,  A  Company  engaged  an  unknown  number  VC  between 
1005  and  1430  hours  at  XT  784084.  Si^ported  b;y  artillery,  amed 
helicopters  and  air  strikes,  the  infantry  accounted  for  23  VC  KIA 
in  the  engagement. 


27  I'ay 

Combat  action  in  the  division  TiU)I  on  T  May  ’^ras  focused  on  the 
area  14  kilomters  west  of  SAIGON  at  XS  671925  v^ere  the  4th  Battalion, 
23rd  Infantry  was  located  in  a  ni^t  defensive  po six. ion.  At  2250 
on  the  26th,  the  battalion's  night  position  cane  under  mortar*  fire 
w’'ich  was  intermittent  until  0330  hours  vJien  the  position  came  under 
a  massive  ground  attack.  The  4th  of  the  23rd  held  off  the.  human  vrave 
assaults  with  the  aid  of  armtsd  helicopters,  artillery  and  sir  strides. 
At  davn,  the  4th  of  the  23r'i  was  reinforced  by  A  and  C  Troops  of  the 
3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry.  The  combined  US  force  moved  out  of  the 
MDP  at  first  light  artl  pui*sued  the  enemy  >Mch  ’.as  attempting  to 
break  contact.  The  firefights  in  the  general  vicinity  continued  until 
1600  hours.  The  enemy  body  count  wi.thin  the  JJDP  and  the  surromding 
area  was  243  VC  KIA  as  compared  to  six  US  fatalities.  In  addition, 
three  personnel  v«re  taken  viro  identified  their  mauled  unit  as  the 
.2nd  Battalion,  273rd  VC  Regiment,  Also  captured  were  28  AK-4'’  rifles, 
11  RPG-2  rocket  launchers,  16  machine  guns,  six  60nim  mortars, '49 
60mm  noHar  rounds,  58  hand  grenades,  142  RPG-2  ronnis  and  22,500 
rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition. 

Meanvhile  to  the  north,  3  Cbmpany,  4th  Battalion,  9tb  Inf  ant  rv 
and  B  Company,  Ist  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  .joined  forces  to  engage 
an  urknown  size  VC  force  northeast  of  HOC  MON  (XT  830043  to  84204*^) 
in  a  running  battle  that  lasted  from  0855  until  I'^OO  hours,  By  the  end 
of  the  day  the  two  companies  had  accounted  for  15  VC  KIA  and  large 
amounts  of  captured  enemy  ammunition  and  suprlies, 

29  May 

The  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  searching  for  eiemy  weanons  and 
ammunition  caches  in  the  western  FILHOL  FLOTATION  (XT  638?].2)  dis¬ 
covered  and  evacuated  a  sunply  of  weapons  which  included  67  indi vidua] 
weapons  and  three  crew  served  weapons. 

.  30 

The  ground  troop  (D)  of  the  3rd  So’Jadron,  17th  ‘.ir  C?valry  vihixh. 
had  bean  conducting  road  cleariJig  nnd  securitv  one^ntions  on  the  MSR 
from  TAY  to  GO  DAU  HA  for  over  two  weeks  without  inddart 
suddenly  found  the  enemy  at  0935  on  30  Mav.  Having  drawn  sporadic 
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small  arms  fire  along  the  road  at  XT  3353^5,  elements  of  the  Air 
Cavalry  troop  probed  the  area  from  which  the  fire  had  come  and  en¬ 
countered  an  estimated  VC  compary.  The  cavalrymen  called  in  support¬ 
ing  artillery,  helicopter  gunships  and  a.ir  strikes  on  the  onmey 
position.  Sweeping  through  the 'area  following  the  lifting  of  support¬ 
ing  fires,  D  Troop  discovered  lU  eneny  bodies. 

In  the  meantime,  B  Compary,  1st  ^TrXtalion,  27th  Infantry  sweeping 
northeast  of  HOC  MON  along  the  SAIGOJI  RXVHB.  (XT  8390li9)  engaged  a 
small  enemy  force  heavily  dug  into  a  bunker  complex,'  Supnorted  by 
artillery,  armed  helicopter  gunships  and  air  strikes,  the  infantrvmcn 
overran  the  enery  positions.  They  accounted  for  11  VC  KIA  and  captured 
five  AK-U?  rifles,  two  RPG-2  launchers  and  one  pistol. 

31  May 

B  Company,  lith  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  conducting  a  reconnaissance- 
in-force  operation  along  the  SAIGON  RIVTi  approximately  six  kilometers 
northeast  of  HX  MON  (XT  791096)  encountered  an  unknown  size  eneny  force 
at  O0p5  hours.  Armed  helicopters,  artillery  and  air  strikes  were 
called  in  to  attack  the  enaiy  positions.  Sweeping  into  the  location 
occupied  hr'  the  eneiry,  the  infantrymen  located  lli'VC  bodies  .and  cap¬ 
tured  two  AK-U7  rifles,  one  RPG-2  rocket  launcher,  one  9™  pistol  and' 
two  pounds  of  documents.  At  tbo  seme  time,  a  short  distance  to  the 
sout^iwcst  of  the  B  Company  contact  (XT  8230li7),  C Compary  detected 
an  estimated  two  VC  squads  hiding  in  bunkers.  Supporting  fires  were 
placed  on  the  enemy  positions,  and  C  Compa.ny  discovered  six  VC  KJA 
when  it  asfaulted  the  enemy  bunkers, 

Z  Juno 

Conducting  a  search  and  destroy  mission  seven  kilometers  west  of 
SAIGCM,  the  Uth  Battalion,  12th  Infantr:;-  recel'od  fire  from  ai  cstinatcicl 
liO  VC  at  XS  708856.  Returning  fire  with  organic  weapons  and  calling  in 
supporting  artillery  and  air,  the  company  ma.intained  contact  with  -fhe 
enemy  from  1355' to  19ii5.’  VC  losses  in' the  fireflght  were  21  KL\, 

In  t.:e  meantime,  D  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry  whlc'-  ha.d  been  flyi-ng 

a'-'.'Od  aerial  reconnaissance  over  the  BOI  LOI  WOODS,  HO  PO  vroODS  end 
IPCN  TRIANGLE  detected  an  unknown  number  of  VC  in  bunkers  at  XT  728106, 

In  a  battle  which  commenced  at  1115  ho'nrs  the  eneny  were  hit  by  armed 
helicopter,  artilleiy  and  air  strikes, '  Checking  the  area  follcwlng  the 
engagement,  the  cavalrymen  discovered  38  VC  KIA, 

3  J'jne 

D  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry  continued  Its  armed  aerif'3. 
reconnaissance  throughout  the  BOI  LOI,  HO  BO  WOODS  and  IRON  TR1A.WLE 
on  3  JTme  and  detected  a  rocket  firing  site  at 'XT  625306,  Atteck.’ng 
tho  position  at  1130  and  calling  in  airs trikes,  the  helicopters 
succeeded  in  destroying  27  122rcii  rockets  and  2  rocket  laurjchcre  as 
well  os  accounting  for  two  VC  KIA, 

U  June 

D  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  flying  armed  aar^  re¬ 
connaissance  r.long  the  ORIENTAL  RIVKR  south  of  BAO  TRAI  hr.d  fiv?  sopr.- 
rate  engr.ge;uan*£  with  snail  groups  of  VC  moving  In  tho  vicinity  of 
the  river.  The  engagements  resulted  in  17  VC  KIA  and  aix  eneny  sampans 
destroyed.  Helicopters  of  D  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry  flying 
similar  mlseions  along  the  SAIGON  RIVBR  in  tho  vicinity  of  PHU  KOA  DOIK) 
destroyed  13  oneny  srjnpme  throu^out  the  dry, 

5  Jyns 

The  night  defensive  position  of  the  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Crvrl^ 
at  XT  U83196  cane  undor  r  heavy  mortar  attack  and  com^ny  eited  ground 
attack  at  0113  hours.  Receiving  a  total  of  60  mixed  oOmm  and  82mm  mortar 
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rounds,  the  cnvrlrjnnGn  rer.cted  swiftly  to  the  ground  .•’ttr.ck  before 
it  could  get  seriouslj’'  underway.  Fire  was  pieced  on  the  enoiry  by 
organic  wctpons,  rmed  helicopters  and  artillery,  A  search  of  the' 
perimeter  area  following  the  abortive  assault  located  seven  VC  VIA,  ' 
one  POW,  two  AK-U?  rifles,  two  RPG  rocket  lau’'ohers,  nine  RPG  rounds, 
eight  hand  grenades  and  six  mines, 

6  June 

Company  A,  Uth  Battalion,  9th  Infantrv  conducting  an  air  mobile 
combat  assault  at  hours  near  the  SAIG0^'  Rr/^?i  town  of  PHU  LOPC, 
landed  in  a  "hot  12"  at  XT  85lOli8,  As  the  company  landed  it  drew  heaA'y 
smr.ll  a.rms  fire,  automatic  weapons  and  rocket  fire  from  an  urJenown  si/e 
enemy  force  in  the  area.  The  infantriTnen  returned  fire  and  called  in 
supporting  artillery,  armed  helicopters  and  air  strikes.  Ait  llIiO 
hours,  A  Company  T^a.s  reinforced  by  V.  Company,  and  at  lliOO  hours  Company 
A,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  moved  in  to  reinforce  the  tvo  companies 
of  the  lith  Battalion,  pth  Infant ly.  All  three  units  remainrd  in 
contact  with  the  eneiixi''  throughout  the  day  and  into  the  night,  T/hen  ti^c 
Infantry  swept  through  the  area  of  contact  the  following  day,  they 
discovered  li6  VC  KIA  and  one  POW,  Documents  tal<cn  from  the  dead  onen^.r 
and  the  POV/  identified  the  eneiry  unit  in  contact  as  the  1st  Battalion, 
101  ■•b  NVA  Regiment, 

8  Juno 


B  Troop,  3rd  Squa.dron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  flying  armed  a.eri.a.l 
recunnaissance  along  the  O’lIBWTAL  Rr^VP.  frem  HIFP  wOxi  to  BAO  TBA.''  ?  .‘/I 
cast  of  BAiO  THAI  engaged  small  groups  of  eneim*'  on  three  occasio 
during  the  dry  accounted  for  10  VC  VIA, 

10  June 

An  ambush  patrol  from  Canpa.ny  C,  bth  Battalion,  '>th  Infantry 
engaged  approximately  20  VC  at  '^IbO  hours  at  XT  Pl|^055.  The  ambush 
resulted  in  IS  VC  KIA  and.  the  capture  of  12  AK-Ii7  rifles  and  1000 
ro’jnds  of  sma.ll  arms  rimuniti  on. 

13  June 

C  Company,  lith  Ba.ttalion,  23rd  Infantry  (’fech)  sweeping  through  a 
swrorgD  midsTay  between  SAIGON  amd  DTTC  ’■'OA  (XS  6959^0)  at  091!^  hours 
discovered  and  confiscated  a  largo  enemy  ammunition  cache,  hnerted  in 
four  sunken  sarpans,  the  cache  included  10  complete  122  rockei.s,  82 
82ju.i  mortar  rounds,  12  cans  of  82mm  fuses,  2U  cans  of  62mm  prime  it 
end  S}2SO  AX4t7  rifle  rounds.  At  1000  hours  B  Company,  2nd  •\''tiaUon, 
27th  Infantry  sweeping  through  the  SA.IGON  "rocket  belt"  receivtxl  fii  e 
fren  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  at  XT  78h072.  The  company  rotur'.ed 
the  fire  and  called  in  armed  helicopters,  artillery  a:  d  air  s-criVc? 
on  the  oncmv  positio-s.  Sw-cping  thrcugli  the  area  later  in  the  ±v‘,* 
the  infantr^nnen  counted  13  NVA  KIA  and  captured  two  AK-h7  rifier,  rne 
,30  caliber  machine  gun  and  two  RPO-2  rocket  launchers. 

lU  June 

The  3rd  Brigade,  101st  Aiirbome  Division  with  two  battrli'r  ■  (5'’d 
PiTttr.lion,  187th  Airborne  Infantry  and  2nd  Pat.tr lion,  ^06t*'  Air  v  r 
Infantry)  became  OPCON  to  the  25th  Infantry  Divisicn,  The  brrga  'e 
arrived  at  the  CIJ  C-U  Base  Camp  on  ll,  June  and  began  p:*crara.tirr.s  for 
operations  within  the  Division  TAOI, 

15  June 

Iji  a-nbush  patrol  from  C  Comeny,  2nd  ion,  27th  Infrntr'a 

engfigod  25-30  enery  at  235'’  '^ours.  The  encm:,'  force  walked  Into  the 

ambush  stt  bv  the  C  Company  element  at  XD  72li993.  In  the  fire  fight 
that  ensued  15  NVA  were  KIA  from  the  claymores,  hand  grca-'dcs,  smaili 

arms  and  automatic  weepone  fire  of  the  ambush. 
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16  June 

A  short  tine  later  at  0250  hours,  the  nif^t  defensive  position  of 
the  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  at  X3  740998  came  under  a  heavy 
mortar  attack  followed  by  a  human  wave  ground  assault  by  an  estimated 
battalion  sized  enemy  force.  The  bunkered  perimeter  of  the  nl;^Tt 
location  met  the  enemy  assaults  with  a  heavy  volume  of  fire.  The 
enemy  outside  the  perimeter  were  also  taken  under  lire  by  supnorting 
helicopter  gun^.hips,  artillery  and  air  strikes.  The  following  morning 
a  search  of  the  area  beyond  the  perimeter  revealed  72  enemy  KEA  and 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  29  rifles,  13  RPG  rocket  lamchers, 

three  machine  guns,  20  HPG  rounds  and  /OO  sma.M  arms  rounds.  One 
prisoner  was  also  taken.  The  attacking  enemy  unit  was  identified  as 
the  1st  Battalion,  272nd  VC  Regiment. 

18  June 

On  18  June,  D  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  searching  for 
enemy  arms  and  ammunition  caches  northeast  of  HOC  MON  discovered  a  large 
supply  hi dden..in  a  tunnel  at  XT  795070.  The  oomTjany  confiscated  32 
122m  rocket  war  heads,  six  carbines,  seven  7PG  rocket  launchers,  13,^80 
small  arms  rounds,  88  RPG  rounds  and  38  82mm  mortar  rounds.  The  3rd 
Brigade,  lOlst  /drborne  which  had  moved,  from  CU  (KE  Base  Camp  to  an 
area  of  operations  in  the  TR/.PEZ0ID  south  of  the  MICHSIIN  PLW\TI0N 
had  been  searching  in  vain  for  aiomy  forces  in  this  area.  It*s  first 
significant  contact  occured  at  0420  hours  on  the  18th  when  a  D  Company, 
3rd  Battalion,  IBTlh  Airborne  on  a  night  patrol  engaged  an  unknown 
size  enemy  force.  Searching  through  the  area  of  contact  at  first  U«Jit, 
the  company  located  seven  VC  KI’.. 

19  June 

Company  C,  Ist  Battalion,  27th  Inf  entry  conducted  a  helicopter 
borna  assault  at  1054  hours  into  a  landing  zone  five  kilometers  north¬ 
east  of  HOC  MON.  As  the  company  landed,  it  came  under  fire  from  an 
unknown  enemy  size  force  occupying  the  terrain  ad.jacmt  to  the  larding 
zone.  Four  helicopters  were  damaged  by  the  fire,  but  were  able  to 
exit  the  landing  zone.  The  infantry  returned  the  ermy  fire  and  called 
in  armed  heli. copters  end  artillery  fro  supporting  fire.  At  1430  lours, 
elements  of  Gonpanies  B  and  D  linked  up  with  C  and  the  oomhlned  units 
remained  in  contact  throughout  ?t he  .day,  A  sweep  of  the  contact  area 
the  following  morning  discovered  44  VC  KIA,  seven  AK-47  rifles,  eight 
RrG.2  rounds,  25  hand  grenades  and  miscellaneous  msdical  sipr lies'. 

The  enemy  unit  in  contact  was  identified  as  elements  of  a  battalion  of 
the  101st  NVA  Regiment. 


21  June 

Shifting  its  area  of  operations  from  the  TR-^iPEZOID  south  of  the 
MICHELIN  PLANTATION  to  western  HAU  NGHIA  Province  southwest  of  TR\NG 
BA^D,  the  3rd  Brigade,  101st  .'drborne  Division  engaged  in  a  significart 
oornbit  action  on  ^  June.  \t  1142  hours  Company  A,  1st  Battalion, 

504th  Airborne  was  searching  east  of  the  ORUTTAL  RIVffi  at  XT  430113 
^en  it  ran  into  the  base  camp  of  an  estimated  VC  company.  In  the  heavy 
fire  fi|^t  that  followed,  A  Company  was  reinforced  b-^  C  Qonpany  and 
A  Company,  3rd  Battalion,  187th  Airborne.  Helicopter  ©insMps,  artillery 
and  airstrikes  were  also  brou^t  to  bear  on  the  enemy  positions.  After 
the  contact  which  lasted  through  the  day  and  ni^^  of  ^  June,  the  area 
was  searched  and  disclosed  64  VC  JCEA  and  the  capture  of  13  '‘K-47  rifles, 
two  RKj-2  rocket  lamchers,  two  machine  guns,  29  hand  grenades,  19 
RPG-2  rounds  and  5,000  romds  of  8:\all  arms  aammition.  The‘en«ny 
unit  in  contact  wu  later  identified  as  the  247th  VC  Battd.ion. 

22  Jme 

Ln  the  early  morning  hours,  the  DIVARTY  radar  at  PHU  HAD  DOtlj 
detected  unidentified  movement  between  its  location  and  HCC  MON. 
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The  target  was  engaged  vdth  artillery.  The  folloving  day  helicopters 
flew  over  the  area,  engaged  and  located  15  VC  KI'i  resulting  from  artillery. 

23  June 

The  reconnaissance  platoon  of  the  ist  Battalion,  50^th  Aii'horne 
conducting  a  night  search  and  destroy  operation  along  the  west  bank 
of  the  ORIiUTiUi  RIV^R  discovered  a  large  enemy  amnunHion  cache,  .'‘t 
OZLO  hours  the  platoon  uncovered  106  75inn  recoiless  rifle  rounds, 
one  120mm  mortar  TOund,  110  RFG  rounds,  429  60inn  mort,ar  rounds,  three 
82mm  rounds  and  1,000  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  at  XT  43D105. 

28  June 

B  CoiH3any,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Inf  entry  (Mech)  conducted  a  combined 
search  and  destroy  operation  north  of  TU'iNG  BAJD  with  the  34tb  ARVN 
Ranger  Battalion.  The  force  caiiie  mder  fire  from  an  unknown  size  enemy 
force  at  XT  500233-  Supported  ty  artillery,  Armed  helicopters  and  air 
strikes,  the  Joint  force  swept  into  the  enemy  positions  and  accounted 
for  20  VC  KIA  and  four  FOV's. 


30  June 

Company  A,  2Jid  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  (Hech)  conducting  a  road 
clearing  and  security  mission  on  the  MSR  between  TAY  NI?JH  and  Ttl'.MS  B*.^D 
received  fire  from  an  estimated  enemy  oompaiy  at  0900  hours  in  the 
vicinity  of  XT  358332.  At  0920,  Company  B  reinforced  by  the  battalion 
heavy  mortar  platoon  moved  north  from  TR'JTG  BATD  to  reinforce  A  Company, 
At  1005  a  platoon  of  C  Troop,  3rd  Souadron,  4th  Cavalry  also  moved  north 
from  T^'iNl  BAIG  to  reinforce,  and  at  1141  hotrs  two  mechmizod  \RVH 
coa^janies  from  TAY  NIMT  moved  into  the  area  of  contact.  After  a 
preparation  by  armed  helicopters  and  mortars  ard  a  CS  drop,  B  Compjry 
and  the  platoon  of  the  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  assaulted  into  the 
rubber  plantation  to  the  east  of  the  road  from  vMch  the  enemv  fire 
had  originated.  In  the  a'ntact  vhich  continued  until  1905  hours, 

21  VC  KIA  were  discovered,  two  POV's  were  taken  and  two  *J(-47*s  and  one 
machine  gun  were  captured, 

Earlier  in  the  day,  the  ni.i^t  defensive  position  of  the  Ist 
Battalion,  5'3nth  .Urbome  at  XP  492235  cane  under  attack  from  an 
estimated  two  companies  at  0005  hours.  In  the  contact  which  lasted 
until  0230,  the  paratroopers  supnorted  by  armed  helicopters  arri 
artillery  turned  back  the  enemy  assault  and  account 6d  for  38  WA  KIA 
and  the  c^ture  of  12  .AK-47  rifles,  nine  RPG  rocket  laundiers,  tw> 
machine  guns,  2,000  rounds  of  small  arras  ammunition  and  40  haid  graiades. 
The  attacking  companies  were  later  identified  as  elonents  of  the  2nd 
Battalion,  275th  VC  Regimert. 


3  July 

Troop  C,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  participating  in  the 
squadron's  road  clearing  and  security  Mssion  of  the  MSR  betwem' 

TAY  NIMI  City  and  SAIGON,  drew  fire  from  an  estimated  witny  platoon 
at  0 130  at  a  point  on  the  MSR  four  kilometers  southeast'b'f  GO  DA  HAU 
(XT  41323t).  The  cavalry  troop  returned  the  onany's  fir©  with 
organic  we^ns  and  called  in  artlUvy,  heli copter  gunshipa  and 
air  strlkee  to  hit  the  enemy  positions.  Gontact  With  the  enemy 
lasted  until  0245  hours.  Sweeping  through  the  area  at  first 
li^t,  the  troop  discovered  four  VC  bodies  and  one  AK-47  rifle. 

At  about  the  same  time  that  this  contact  was  taking  place,  ten 
kilometers  to  the  northeast  (XT  538264)  the  nif^it  defensive 
position  of  D  Cbrapmiy,  ist  Battalion,  5D6th  Airborne  Infantry  cane 
wder  attack  by  an  unknown  size  on®y  force.  Meeting  the  attack 
with  organic  weapons  and  sv^porting  artillery,  the  company  fought 
off  the  men}'  charge.  Sweeping  into  the  area  from  which  the  enanV 
cane,  the  coajpany  located  l3  VC  KIA  and  captwed  t>c  machine  guns, 
two  rocket  la«'\chers,  four  AK-47  rin.es  and  one  field  radio. 
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4  July 


The  25th  Infantry  Division 's  major  administrative  and  log¬ 
istical  base  camps  located  at  CU  CHI,  TAY  NIMH  and  DAU  TIEIG 
had  Come  under  frequent  stand  off  mortar  and  rocket  attacks  durini? 
the  reporting  period.  However,  all  of  these'attacks  were  minor 
in  nature  involving  small  amounts  of  ordnance  and  were  conducted 
more  for  harrassnent  than  any  other  purpose.  The  one  exception 
to  this  norm  was  the  attack  Tvhich  took  place  on  the  DAU  TIER} 

Base  Camp  beginning  at  0220  hours  and  lasting  until  0490.  Duning 
that  period  of  time,  the  base  camp  received  42  lOVrnm  rodcet 
rounds  and  515  rounds  of  mixed  Sana  and  60tnm  mortar  rouftls.  This 
massive  artillery  assault  was  combined  vd.th  tvo  s^arate  grotlhd 
probes  on  two  sectors  against  the  base  canp  perlm^er.  These  probes 
were  met  by  bunker  line  personnel  and  reaction  forces  from  the 
Headquarters  Cbn?)any,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  and  the  Head¬ 
quarters  Battery,  2nd  Battalion,  77th  Artillery.  In  both  cases', 
the  ground  probes  were  repulsed  with  the  enemy  >^eabhlrtg  the  peri¬ 
meter  in  only  one  location.  Resxits  of  the  attack  in  the  wav  of 
U.S.  losaes  were  fiV'^  ICEA,  55  WIA,  12  quiirter  ton  trucks,  five 
3/4  ton  trucks,  three  2^  ton  trades,  three  5  ton  trucks,  ori'e  APC, 
and  six  buildings  damaged.  Ehetiy  losses  were  recorded  at  lA  KIA, 
six  AK-A7  rifles  and  one  roci<et  launcher  captured,  and  434  satchel 
diarges,  61  RFG  rounds,  45  60nm  nertar  rounds,  grenades  and  four 
mines  destroyed. 


8  July 

Tropic  Li'-htning  maneuver  elements  continued  to  oush  their" 
search  for  snemy  supply  caches.  Searching  along  a  canal  bank  one 
mile  southwest  of  the  SAIGOH  ilTVER  tovr  of  PHU  CONE  (XT  799124), 

C  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  uncovered  and  captured 
a  large  supply  cache  containing  5o8  rounds  of  snail  arms  "ammunition, 
238  rounds,  18  82nm  rounds,  50  rifle  grenades,  40  pounds  of 
medical  supplies  and  one  AK-47  rifle.  Later  in  the  day,  at  1©2 
Companies  3  and  C,  1st  Battalion,  i87th  Airborne  Infantry,  sweeping 
an  area  apDroximatd.y  three  kilometers  northeast  of  TItAIC  BAfX5 
(XT  520217;  €nga;ed  an  unknown  size  enemy  force.  The  .re  fight 
that  followed  ’.vas  supported  by  armed  helicopters,  artillery  and  an 
Air  Flrce  "Sp.oky",  a  gattling  gun  armed  C-47  cargo  aircraft.  ‘  ' 
Pushing  throu  h  and  overrunning  the  enemy  positions,  the  paratroopers 
recovered  2l  vC  KIA.  Four  troopers  died  in  the  contact  and  13  were 
wounded. 


9  July 

At  0920  hours,  D  Gompsmy,  2nd  Battalion,  l4th  Infantry  sweeping 
west  of  the  SAIGON  RIVSl  one  klloraetcr  southwest  of  PHU  LONG 
(XT  843046)  discovered  12  VC  KIA  by  artillery.  Movement  had  been 
detected  in  the  area  the  previous  night  by  radar  and  the  aovenent 
was  engaged  by  artillery.  Three  destroyed  AK-47  rtfloe  and  two 
unserviceable  RFG  rocket  lamchers  were  captured  along  with  three 
RFG  rounds  and  iA  hatl  grenades.  Seard'ing  several  kilometers  to 
the  northwest  of  the  2nd  of  the  l4tb  discovery  (XT  758124)  ’at" 

1150  hours,  3  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  discorertfl  a. .  "  ' 
ca<*e  consisting  of  one  /iK-47  rifle,  3,300  romds  of  AK-4’^  a."inunition, 
1?D  pounds  of  explosives  and  35  blasting  caps. 

10  July 

Filling  armed  aerial  reconnaissance  at  11/0  hours  approxlnatelv 
seven  kilometers  northwest  of  TR,\ir.  3AID,  D  Troop,  3rd  Souadron, 

4th  Cavalry  detected  arproxiaately  50  VC  in  bunkers  and  spider 
holes  at  XT  473257.  Assaulting  the  en«ay  with  their  rockets  and 
automatic  weapons  and  calling  in  artillery  and  air  strikes,  the 
air  cavalxTinen  alert  ad  the  nearby  3rd  Battalion,  l87th  Airteme 
Infantry  to  the  presoice  of  the  enamy  isiit.  At  154*^,  Gonpaniae 
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C  and  D  of  the  battalion  made  a  helicopter  borne  assault  on  the 
en any  positions.  Ovenrunning  the  bunkers,  the  cavalrymen  recovered 
27  enemy  bodies,  and  captured  i5  AK-/.'’  riKes,  six  HPG  rocket 
laimdiers,  1,000  rounds  of  i\K-47  amunition,  15  rounds  and  25 
hand  grenades. 


11  July 

Pursuing  the  remnants  of  the  en^y  force  they  attacked  to  the 
northeast  by  follovdng  blood  trails,  C  and  D  Companies,  1st  Bat¬ 
talion,  i87th  Airborne  Infantry  discovered  an  additional  six  meny 
bodies,  four  AK-47  rifles,  i7  TTG  rounds,  25  pounds  of  medical 
supplies,  350  rounds  of  AK-47  anriunition,  2,100  pounds  of  rice, 

35  pounds  of  sugar,  one  RFG  rocket  launsier,  one  pound  of  docuraerts, 
40  82mni  rounds,  30  mortar  fuzes  and  seven  hand  grenades. 

12  July 

Flying  armed  aerial  reconnaissance  eight  kilometers  east,  of 
the  CU  cm  Base  Camp  (XT  7l4i27)  at  1l45»  Troop  C,  3rd  Squadron, 
l7th  Air  Cavalry  detected  a  sampan  on  a  canal.  Checking  out  the 
contents  of  the  boat,  the  air  cavalrymen  captured  nine  complete 
I2anm  rockets . 


15  July 

At  1040  huux^  a  forward  air  controller  for  the  25th 
Division  detected  i0-20  VC  unloading  two  sampans  on  a  canal  one 
kilometer  east  of  the  C&mbodian  border.  Air  strikes  called" 
in  on  the  site  and  helicopters  of  C  Troop,  3rd  Squad.nin,  l7tK  Air 
Oivalry  flew  into  the  area  to  follow  up  the  air  strikes.  The 
helicopters  engaged  several  VC  in  bunkers  neair  the  spot  vJrere  the 
two  saJapans  lay  destroyed,  (heckiiig  out  ‘the  results  of  the 
attack  in  the  position,  the  air  cavalrymen  discovered  six  VC 
bodies  and  determined  that  the  cargo  ir.  the  sampans  had  exploded. 

16  July 

Companies  3  and  C,  2i\d  Battalion,  i4th  Infantry  searching  for 
enemy  arms  a.' weapons  caches  along  the  west  bank  of  the  SAIQON 
RIVEH  one  kil.-.meter  south  of  PHU  LOWl  (XT  0404)  captured  1,345 
rounds  of  AK-47  annunition,  22  hand  grmades,  three  BPO  rounds, 
two  6Ctam  rwrtar  rounds,  nine  75mn  recoiless  rifle  rounds,  and  2 
AK-47  rifles. 


19  July 

The  2nd  Brigade  Cbnblned  Reconnaissance  and  InteLligmce 
Platoon  (CRIP),  a  joint  US-15. etnanese  unit,  acting  on  intelligence, 
assaulted  a  house  four  kilometers  rtoith  of  DUG  HOA  (XT  400008) 
Wiere  a  VC  meeting  was  supposedly  taking  place.  Sheaking  up  on 
the  house  at  2230  hours,  the  CRIP  succe^ed  in  surprising  the 
meeting  and  in  the  fire  fight  that  took  place  killed  9  VC  and  took 
one  FW.  Three  pistols,  one  AK-47  rifle  and  one  carbine  were  cap- 
tur**!.  The  dead  VC  were  later  idertbified  as  high  rankinr  VC 
cadre.  At  1955,  an  ambush  patrol  from  D  Cbnpsny,  Sid  3atta.lion, 
l4th  Infantry,  set  up  along  a  trail  at  XT  749 167  ambushed  a  VC 
party.  The  results  of  the  ambush  were  7  VC  KIA  of  the  seven 
man  party  and  the  capture  of  five  AK-47  rifles,  one  RFO  rocket 
laundier,  one  pistol,  1,000  rounds  of  AK-47  arwunition,  10  TPG 
rocket  rounds  and  50  rounds  of  9Rn  pistol  ammunition. 

22  July 

At  1056  3  (bnpT-y,  2nd  Battalion,  506th  Airborne  Infantrr  was 
sweeping  three  kilometers  northeast  of  TR'IIC  TJ’n  (XT  522206) 
ytim  it  mcDUriterel  an  mknown  size  VC  force.  Supported  by 
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•leli copter  gunships,  artillery  ancl  strikes  reinforced 
by  the  battalion's  C  and  D  copipanies,  the  oontp.ct  vith  the  enemy 
force  continued  throughout  the  day  ai'd  into  the  ni(^t.  \  syreep 
of  the  area  the  follo’^ing  day  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  six 
VC  holies.  At  the  same  time  to  the  west  of  the  paratroopers  contact, 
3  Company,  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Infantry  sweeping  four  kilometers 
north  of  W  HAU  (l(T  39230 1)  engaged  an  unknown  size  onenv  force, 
.imed  helicopters,  artillery  and  air  strikes  were  call.ai  in  on  the 
enemy  positions,  and  3  Company  was  reinfdrcod  by  companies  A  ard 
C,  1st  'jattalion,  5th  Infantry  (Hec’.).  The  contact  lasted  through 
the  day  and  into  the  night.  ,'.t  first  light,  a  swsen  of  the  area 
revealed  13  VC  KIA. 


24  July 

C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  l7th  .‘dr  Cavalry  flying  armed  aerial 
recoiinaissance  along  the  Cambodian  border  at  18X)  hours  detected 
a  platoon  size  enemy  force  at  XT  340200  eight  kilometers  southwest 
of  00  DA  HAU.  Attacking  with  automatic  weapons  >nd  rockets  md 
calling  in  artillery  and  air  strikes,  the  air  cavalryien  observed 
the  enemy  withdrawing  to  the  west  in  the  direction  of  OIHnoniA. 

A  low  levol  reconnaissance  of  the  area  after  the  contact  revealed 
8  V-.:  KIA. 


25  July 

Company  C,  2nd  Dattallo’i,  506th  Airborne  Infantry  sweeping 
three  kilometers  noithe.if.t  of  TPAJD  3.‘J1G  (XT  5il2l9)  at  08l5 
cane  into  oontact  with  an  unknown  size  aiemy  force.  C  Conn.-ny  was 
reinforced  by  A  and  "  Companies  of  the  battalion  tho  oontact 
was  supported  by  he"  icopter  gunships,  irtillor'  ard  Mr  Fbrce 
fighter  strikes.  (,  ntuct  v'an  maintained  until  ..".JO  liours.  Sweer^  - 
2  in*p  t!ie  enemy  posiUonr,  the  paratroopers  recovered  35  VC  TI 
ar'  jnptured  two  ‘iK-47  rifloc,  one  nadiinc  gun,  one  G2nn  ”ortar 
ar-*  151  ro’onds  of  AK-A7  um.-dtion. 

C.  Combat  .\vlation  Support  Operations.  During  the  period  of 
thi  r'^-port,  3 >627  Air  Force  fi‘'htcr  Viuoer  sorties  wers  flown  in 
nif.  orl  of  2>l.h  Infantry  Division  opentions.  These  si.ri’‘i;3  which 
'eci  an  e^tLmated  4,574  tons  of  ordnance  consisted  of  d.Tily 
pro  X  uoned  rdr  attacks  on  knovn  or  suspected  eneny  tarrets  wid 
i'.-ntsiiate  clost  Mr  strikes  in  support  of  trnonr.  in  cor  tact,  3n 
adaition,  l66  'i-‘!2  missions  (sorties  *ot  known'  were  floT*n  a'^einsr, 
targets  located  in  the  division  T.XJ.  These  target.*?  vert*  l-ncwi  or 
suspseted  enemy  base  enps  and  cupply  areas  and  were  flowt;  on  or'. 
plannad  or  mission  divert  bases.  Conrixmod  results  of  these  air 
operations  (figures  not  include!  In  t’.'cc  cited  in  pararraph 
aro  as  foDIows: 


Enemy  KIA 
3u.nkers  destroyed 
Structures  destroyed 
Secondary  exp?^sions 
Secondary  fires 
Sampans  destroyed 
Dridges  destroyed 
Trench  lines  destroyed 


nvA 

4,355 

619 

139 

1/.2 

78 

21 

4,790  met  ora 


Air  Force  units  which  provided  .support,  to  tho  division  durin? 
the  period  of  this  report  wore  C  Fliiit  of  4Lh  Mr  Q.'m*Jv1o 
Squadron  flying  out  of  3IZN  HOA  Air  Dase;  the  I2t.h  Tactical  Filter 
’Ang  consisting  of  the  39 1st,  557th,  558th  snd  'i59th  Tactical 
fighter  Snuadrens  cut  of  C.1!  T-.U!  DAY;  the  3 1st  Tactical 

fighter  king  consisting  of  the  iC.^th,  136th,  3nf)th,  306th  a-tl  305lh 
T.act.ic\l  Fighter  Squadrons  flsdr.g  out  of  TUY  HO’.  Mr  Daso;  tho 
35f  h  Tact:.cal  Fightor  ’Ing  oonslstinf.  of  the  i20th,  35.^Ld, 

614th  and  6i5th  Tactical  Fi?hter  3au.Tdrons  flying  out  of  I  H’.'i  T*.M} 
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Air  Base;  the  l74th,  355th,  41'^th  anl  6 12th  Tactical  P’ii’hter 
Squadrons  flying  out  of  PJTd  Ci'iT  Air  Base;  the  Iri  Tactic''!  Fi-:;ht- 
er  VB.ng  consisting  of  the  90th,  5l0th  and  the  53lst  Tactical 
Fighter  Squrdrons  fl’dng  cut  of  BIIN  HO*.  Air  Base;  and  the  8th 
and  i3th  Tactical  Pieter  Squadrons  of  the  Austi  alien  '.ir  Force 
flying  out  of  PHAN  B.AN}  /dr  Base. 

Army  combat  aviation  sup’^ort  for  the  combat  operations  the 
25th  Infantry  Division  was  pro'/ided  the  orcanic  25th  ''/iation 
Battalion  and  3rd  Sqiiadron,  4th  Cavalry,  the  I2th  Aviation  Bro up , 
throe  sepai'ate  aviation  oompanies,  two  Air  /jnbulanco  Betachncntr, 
and  the  3rd  Squadron,  l7th  Air  Cavalry* 

Tactical  troop  lift  and  aerial  resupply  throughout  t^o  divinr  1 
TACI  was  made  available  on  a  daily  basis  by  the  i28tb  and  I'^Ird 
Assault  HcIicopt<er  Companies  of  the  1 1th  Chmbat  Aviation  Battalion; 
the  48th,  ||8th  and  i9bth  Assault  Helicopter  G)nnanies  of  the  i45th 
Cbmnat  Aviation  Battalion;  the  l47th  'aid  205th  Assault  Helicopter 
Companies  of  the  222nd  Combat  Aviation  Battalion;  the  ii4th  and 
187th  Assault  Helicopter  Cocmanies  of  the  242nd  Combat  Support 
Hellopter  Company  of  the  269th  Combat  Aviation  '^attrJion.  Ml 
th'  '■'U  units  are  organic  to  t)ic  i2th  Aviation  Croup. 

■'-'rial  reconnaissance  support  to  tl)e  division  was  made  'ivail.aui; 
by  the  75th  Support  Aircraft  Companv  (itohawks) ,  the  r.  Ath  Becon- 
•'al  3nnce  /dreraft  Company  (Bird  Dopu)  ani  the  184th  Bf?connaisr-nc- 
/d  'Craft  Company. 

Amod  aerial  reconnaissance  and  holicoptta*  gmships  vgere  pt'^ 
vided  to  the  division  daily  by  the  organic  2fft.h  Aviation  'at.  'Mior 
and  D  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry;  3  and  C  Troops  of  tli-j  3r  i 
Squaflroti,  pth  .‘dr  Cavalry;  ?nd  the  334th  Armed  Melico’-'ter  Gn-.pai 
(Bunchip)  of  the  i45th  Conb^t  Aviation  Batt'dio:!. 

r  ambulance  3erV).ce  to  the  divisior.  was  .»  ''vid-'’  b”  ♦}'»' 

’57th  ‘ir  /inbuj.ance  Detrdinmt  and  the  57th  Ai.  -ibu^  rce  Be 
acl'  eat  cf  the  4''th  ihdical  (Air  Ambu  nee).  The 

'Po’d  isd  air  medical  evacua*  .<1  service  vnrkin.'  out  •- f  the  (X'  ''''B 
a';’.  ;,iY  tllM^  Bas*  Camps  and  the  57th  provided  sinil-'r  service 
'working  out  of  the  D.'.U  TIiv’C  Base  Camp* 

D.  Frinciple  Co-n'.and  and  Staff,  Ttie  ident 'If i cation  of  the 
pririci-ple  oo'-inand  arvi  staff  personnel  vuthin  the  2^b  Inf-Cilrv 
Division  for  the  reporting  period  is  as  fellows: 


Qoi.'rjfiniing  G^cral 

Acl  Division  Gomander 

Assistant  Division  CoTiander(H) 


..ssistfint  Division  fb'nander(3) 


Chief  of  Staff 
ACofS  a-1 


AQjfS  a-2 
AOofS  G-O 

..Cof3  G-4 
AGjfS  G-5 

Gn.v.iandlng  Officer,  :st  Brigade 
Gonr.nnclirvg  Officer,  2nd  Drigade 
Commifvling  Officer,  3rl  BN’l-ade 


Naior  G  neral  F.  • 

( 1  Kav  -  31  .Tvl") 

Brig  Gcnoral  ’illi  v-  T.  0  -ison 
(3  duly  -  3i  ''uIy) 

"i  Bercral  Donald  ‘un.''r 

( 1  i.ay  -  22  dune) 

Bgir  Beieral  Glen  C.  lonr  Jr. 

(  1 1  Jxuy  -  3 1  July) 

Brig  General  T.  B] n 

( 1  I' ay  -  1'.'  Jure) 

Brig  General  G'\rlg*'ou  1  nr  Jr. 

( June  -  3’  Juiy^ 

GD*.  ^uHon  r.  3?.^! 

lie  Stanfori  B  uchston*  ' '' 

ITT  "mc-’t  F.  Chm.ma  (9B '.i  - ‘-’ul) 
LTC  Harrv  Rubin  ( iMul-BiJul ) 

I-TC  Albert  Stubhltddne 
LTC  t'hari'ller  '■'•.olnnw  (  iMav) 

LTC  f.Ur»l  V.  B^acy  (l^'av-  ilJul) 

LTC  Valter  I.  ‘  rent 

LT C  VI  n  cent  1 .  ‘'m  sk  v 

®L  Frenont  IWson 

®L  Ray© Pi  C.  FAiller 

QfL  Leonard  R.  Daems  ( ft'av-Vun) 

GOT  Lewis  J.  Ashley  (4*^Ui'.-Bl.’ul) 
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Coauanding  Officer,  DIY;.?iTY 
Coranarriing  Officer,  DISODi: 
Corjnaniing  Officer,  725  Maint  In 
Comianding  Officer,  25th  S^;T  Bn 
Cb;.nanding  Officer,  25th  Med  Dn 


Comanding  Officer,  I25th  Sig  3n 
CoiTj-aanding  Officer,  25th  Avn  Bn 
Connanding  Officer,  65th  Ihgr  In 

Conmrnding  Officer,  4th  Battalion, 
9th  Infantry 

Conin ending  Officer>  2nd  Battalion, 
14th  Infantry 

CoDManding  0ff3.cer,  1st  Battalion, 
5th  Infantry  (Mechanized) 

Commanding  Officer,  ist  Battalion, 
27th  Infantry 

Gniimanding  Officer,  2nd  Battalion, 
27th  Infantry 

Commanding  Officer,  2nd  Battalion, 
12th  Infantry 

Commanding  Officer,  2rxl  Battalion, 
22nd  Infantry  (Mechanized) 
Commanding  Officer,  3rd  Battalion, 
22nd  Infantry 

Conumanding  Officer,  2nd  Battalion, 
34 th  /.iTior 

Cormmanding  Officer,  1st  Battalion, 
8th  *'.rtillery 


Coama.niing  Officer,  2nd  Battalion, 
V'^h  Artillery 

Cb:nmanding  Officer,  7th  Battalion, 
11th  ..rtillery 

Cb.mmanding  Officer,  3rd  Battalion, 
l3th  Artillery 

Cbmmanding  Officer,  3rd  Squadron, 
4th  Cavalry 

•adjutant  General 


Chaplain 

Finance  Officer 
Information  Officer 
Inspector  General 
Juige  iidvDcate 
I  rovost  Marshall 


Sung eon 


-  OO'L  Gordon  Sumner  Jr. 

-  03L  James  i.  Brovnell 

-  LTC  Men- 0th  0.  Corvan 

-  LTC  John  i\,  Henderson 

-  LTC  Elliott  Schofield  ( lMav-20i:,'\v) 

~  LTC  Barrier  S.  Fakusch  (2lMav-iOJul!' 

-  LTC  George  B.  Helsel  ( 1  lJul-3lJul) 

-  LTC  John  ¥.  Sorbet 

-  LTC  Peter  MdGurl 

-  LTC  Hmry  Plertzholm  ( iMay-i  iJun) 

-  LTC  James  ¥.  Atwell  ( l2Jun»3l‘hil) 


-  LTC  /dft'ed  M.  Bracy  ( iMav) 

-  LTC  Thomas  C.  Nunn  (2May-3lJul) 

-  LTC  Thonms  C.  Lodge  (■lMav--25Jun) 

-  LTC  Clifford  C.  Meilson  (2^Jun-3--. . 

-  LTC  2i:nest  Cbndina.  ( lMa.-'r-7Jun) 

-  LTC  Stanford  Toudistone  (8Jun-3 

-  LTC  ^-Infred  G.  Skelt/jn  Jr.  (iM.-y- 

-  LTC  John  F.  Kenny  Jr.  (25Jn:-3^  hu  ;• 


-LTC  John  H.  Tirrton  Jr.  (lMay-20Jul' 

-  LTC  Tneodore  E.  0’ Connor  (2lJul-7-|j.i  i 

-  LTC  Alan  M.  B.  Dean  ( 1  May-24! ^av) 

-  LTC  Leslie  1.  Fbmey  (24fay-24Jul) 

-  LTC  John  F.  Cboper  (2‘?Jij1-3iJu1) 

-  LTC  F'lkner  Heard. Jr. 

-  LTC  Billy  J.  Leathers  ( lMay-8tHv) 

-  LTC  Forest  E.  Pierce  (9Mav-3lJnl) 

-  LTC  Homer  ¥,  Koifer.Jr. 

-  LTC  Glmn  K.  Otis  (lMav-25tav) 

-  LTC  aemerj  A.  IHley  (29May-3lJul) 

-  LTC  Cl^'rence  A.  Riser  ( iMavi-BiJun) 

-  Major  Donald  M,  Eiwards  (iJul-2lJul) 

-  LTC  miiaa  F.  Faut-t  (22Jul-3  iJul^ 

-  LTC  Parker  C.  Thompson  (lHay-72J”l) 

-  LTC  Duncan  C.  Stewart  (24Jul-3  iJvl) 

-  IT  C  George  B.  Barnett 

-  Major  ^'jidrew  J.  SuLUvan  f  5"? v-BiJ’al'' 

-  Major  Otis  G.  ^rllson  (jMay-3lJul) 

-  LTC  Jack  Morton 

-  LTC  t^llian  McQaljr  ( 11FAy-7Jia) 

-  Major  RonaJ-d  S.  Dvrifln  (7Jul-i3Jul) 

-  LTC  Malcolm  R.  anith  ( lBJul-3lJul) 

-  LTC  Rainer  S.  Fakusch 


-  LTC  Richard  R.  Simpson 


-  LTC  Donald  J.  Green 

-  LTC  King  J.  fefihan 

-  LTC  Roy  K.  nint 
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E.  Personnel.  During  the  months  of  M.-'.v,  June  i  T  ,  ,i-o  ru-'U-e*’ 
division  personnel  strength  arciraged  103 ♦  1?’  of  tnc  j " i  :;'-ren.th. 

^illistcd  personnel  s/rongth  durin'':  the  •'  I;/. -Jn'''’  ' 

f.nrly  CfjTistant  level  of  103. As  of  3l  J<-.'  .  11'  .  i’.n--' 

uiii’  of  the  di\rision  wci'o  aut/urized  l5»Sl'')  aii'‘ot.n’  u-.v. 'nel 
vath  i6,277  assigned  and  l5M?i  present  for  dutv.  I'-.  f--' 
to  i.he  division  had  64  enlisted  personnel  auth'-u-iz..!. ,  ■■■  a.-:  i  ;:oJ 

and  present  for  duty  as  of  the  lash  day  of  the;  r -''-•■r 

Oificer  personnel  strengl.h  fo^^  the  period  averor  f  i 
au'ohoiu.zoJ  strength.  This  represented  a  two  perecni  i..  esa..  •tr 

from  the  avei'age  of  the  preceeinp  qua  ■''ter 

Officer  warr^inl  officer  personnel  streret:,  ’nt'-  •;  :.-'l  unrd 

divisional  'enits  as  of  3l  July  stood  at  l,ini  asslur^i  or  i. 
authioidzed.  On  the  same  day  1^145  officers  and  vrar-'‘ar.t  o rh’i  e-z-'S 
were  present  for  d\±y.  -itt^'Che*'!  units  vrere  authorize:!  fr.ir'  .u  'i - 
and  warrant  offneers.  On  3l  July  three  were  assicno'^ .  'A  i  i  ■  . 
being  present  lor  duty. 

Prora  1  hay  to  3l  July,  the  per  so'";:,  el  inrut  to  th 
292  officers,  38  warrant  offacers  ajad  4}360  enlist©!  p-.U'-onrel 
for  an  aggy  ;gate  input  of  4>690  personnel.  Perconcel  ''•  ■nos 
both  programmed,  and  \innrograxTied  approximated  this  le\ 

Personnel  casualties  for  the  period  numbered  22  0  Ti;r m  ei- 
323  enlisted  personnel  killed  in  action,  87  officers.  r:x  -i  "r 
off!,  cars  and  1,33  1  enlisted  personnel  veunded  in  actii-n  rr  •  r. • 
uated,  one  officer  ana  23  enlisted  personnel  no:.*ba.t'h>  u 

ono  officer  aid  27  enlisted  ron-battle  injuries  -oou-jri n ■'  oiZiOo.'-'  •' 

ferscnnel.  short.ages  continued  to  exist  in  irjantr,'  Cani-dlnr-i 
'.r.n  non-oonrnissioned  officers  in  the  grr-'do  of  '"17  vn'^.h  h  ■' 
in  the  grade  of  S-3  in  the  11G  liOS.  A  of. ante  I:  a"- -.u ■ 
inV'.'l\d.ng  .artillery,  armor  ard  cavalry  units  -..h-u  .  ■  'r  . 

'vU’"rao  machaniro. 

OrgcUii cation.  Tn..  or  'uiization  list  ol  the  .';  ■ 

Ei’.u.srjn  for  the  period  1  Hay  to  31  July  is  as  foil  s; 

ilSGCdl'IIil 

Herd  quarters  rn-d  Hiadguarbers  Compgn-',  25bh  Inihv'i-r.-  . 

25th*  i'jlninifatration  Cbmpany 
25th  Military  Police  Cbnpany 
25th  A’.lation  Battalion 
65th  .Engineer  Battalion 
125th  bignal  Battalion 
31^1  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 
Company  F,  50th  Infantry  (LHP) 

390th  ■'ruarte master  Detachment 
25th  Military  Intelligence  Detachrient 
Headquarters  and  Headquarters^  Comp. -iny  nr;d  Mini,  Divl-hc  . 

725th  Maintenance  Battalion 
25th  Supply  and  Transportation  Battalion 
25th  'u  lical  lax-talion 

Hoadqu u'ters  .und  Headquarters  Battery,  D-lvisio.,  In'  > 

1st  J.attalion ,  8th  Artillery 
2nd  Battalion,  7?th  Artillery 
7th  Battalion,  11th  Artillery 
3ra  Battalion,  l3th  Artillery 

H  .'adquart ers  and  He.sd quart, am  Coupeny,  1st  Brig^le 
Headquarters  and  Kearlquartcrs  Crm,p.''ny,  2nd  ?ri''de 

U,:.-*  o,...  .  .-H  I'  ^  i  q..  q..-] 
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4th  Battal-  ,  23rd  Infantry  (Mechanized) 

2nd  Battalion,  l4th  Infantry 
4th  Battalion,  9t'h  Infantry 
2nd  !3attalion,  34th  Arnor  (-) 

1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (llechanized) 

1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  (Mechanized) 

3rd  Battalion,.  22nd  Infantry 
2nd  Batt-'lion,  l2th  Infantry 
iBth  Military  History  Detachment 
9th  Chemical  Detachment 
66th  Tracker  Do?  Platoon 
l5th  Public  Information  Dotachment 
20Lh  Public  Information  Detachment 
3?fth  Scout  Dog  Platoon 
V+th  Soout  Dog  Platoon 
46th  Scout  Dog  Platoon 

ATTAQIED 

2?7th  PI  eld  Artillery  Detachment 
:’5Sth  Held  Artillery  Dotachment 
D£..ttory  B,  5th  Battalion#  2nd  Artillery 

liittixlion,  77th  ArtlUery  (until  S  June) 

,  lot  Aviation  Detach .ent 
372nd  lUdlo  Research  Ocmpany 

In  a/idltlon  to  the  above  asairgied  iv^d  attached  units,  the 
light  Infantry  Brigade  and  the  3rd  Brirodo,  10 1st  Mr  Cavalry 
Divlaion  vioro  placed  uriicr  tho  operational  control  (OPOOIl)  of  t*.o 
2f)th  Infantry  Diviaion, 

The  29%h  Brigade  was  OPGDM  to  the  division  from  12-23 
with  its  organic  battalions  being  tho  2nd  Bf.ttalion,  3rd  Infantry; 
the  4th  Dattplion,  I2th  Infantry  and  the  3rd  Bat  to]  ion,  7th  Infantry. 

The  3rd  Brigade,  lOlst  Air  Cavalry  Division  became  OP 00*’ to 
th'  25th  Infantry  Division  i4  Juno  and  remained  in  that  status 
ilu'ough  the  md  of  the  reporting  period.  Organic  units  of  this 
brigade  wore,  the  ist  Battflion,  50^th  Airborne  Infant^ry,  ‘lid 
Battalion,  5n6th  .Urborne  Infantry;  tho  3rd  BattfOlon,  lf?>th 
Airborne  Infjintry  and  A  and  C  Batteriea,  2nd  Battalion#  3l9th 
Airborne  Artillery. 

Throughout  the  reporting  period,  battalions  of  the  25th  In¬ 
fantry  Divi  sion  were  in  turn,  placed  under  the  operationeJ.  control 
of  the  C.'ipital  Military  Diet, rlct  (CMD)  vhich  was  Inter  redesi.pnated 
Ciipibal  Military  Assistancs  Command,  a  provisional  command  orizanized 
to  assist,  in  the  defense  of  S^JGOM. 

Tab  A  provides  h  daily  record  of  the  25th  Infantr’^  Division's 
orgmizatioTt  for  combat  from  1  May  to  3l  July. 

Througho'it,  the  reporting  period  several  divisional  units  v^ers 
reorganized  unier  new  TOS.  These  are  as  follnvra: 

1.  i3t  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Hoch),  2nd  Battalion,  i.'r'd 
Infantry  (Mech)  and  the  4th  Battalion,  2Brd  Infantr^^  (Mech)  to 
TOE  7-45G  per  USABI  AC  GO  226  dat«i  7  May  196C. 

2.  2nd  Battalion,  34th  inror  to  TOE  17-39D  per  USARTAC  GO 
2ld  dated  22  April  i960. 

3.  I5th  and  20th  PubHc  Information  Detachments  to  TOE  45-500E 
PAC;  1/68  per  USABFAC  GO  263  datal  23  May  i960. 
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4.  3rd  Battalion,  i3th  Artillery  TOE  <-355^  per  USATi  C 
GO  272  dated  29  I'ay  19'^8. 

5.  i8th  Military  History  Bebachnent  to  TOS  30-l7EP'  C  i/^8 
per  'JSARFAC  GO  278  dated  29  Hay  1968. 

6.  9th  Chenical  Detachrient  to  TCE  3-5GOS  FAC  l/68  per  GO  ’>')! 
dated  i7  June  1968. 

G.  Training.  The  25th  Infantry  Bivision  continued  to  pursue 
an  active  intemal  training  pro.'T’an  durinc  the  re’^orting  period. 

The  heart  of  this  training  program  v/as  the  Divi.sion  Beplacenent 
Training  Course,  the  Division  Derrolitions  and  Explosives  Course, 
and  the  Lightning  Conbat  Leaders  Course  all  providerl  bv  the  2Sth 
Administration  Company. 

The  Di-'dsion  Replacement  training  course,  an  intensive  five 
day  and  five  night  Vietnaia  oriented  field  training  block  of  in¬ 
struction  reouired  to  be  taken  b'  all  divisional  replacerents  vns 
completed  by  4,l45  personnel  between  1  May  and  3l  July.  The  Mines 
and  Booby  Trap  Course,  a  four  hour  course  of  instruction  in  enen”- 
mine  and  booty  trap  tactics  reouired  to  be  taken  hv  all  neidy 
arrived  divisional  personnel,  vras  completed  by  4,841  personrel. 

The  lightning  Cbmbat  Leaders  Course  (LCLC),  an  eight  dav 
field  leadership  course  for  fire  team  and  souad  leaders,  ivas 
completed  by  552  junior  leaders.  Five  hundred  and  sixty  nine 
personnel  received  the  four  hour  block  of  instruction  -ocm  I'isim:. 
the  Division  Demolitions  and  Explosives  Course.  In  addition^  a  ...ur 
course  of  instruction  in  tunnel  destruction  vras  attended  by- 
students. 


Other  divisional  courses  of  instruction,  the  in.'^tructing' mit ‘ 'nd  • 
the  D’jnber  of. trainees  for  the  period  of  the  i  port  are  ras  'bllovu; 


ODURSE 

ItlSrrdlCTIMG  UtITT 

S'.iOU.  /unns  Inopcction 

725  Mainb  Bn 

59 

Generator  Maintenance 

725  Maint  Bn 

50 

Mess  Management 

25th  Bn 

72 

T3EC/KY~38  Maintenance 

12  5th  Si*^  "h 

111 

Crypto  Account ian 

125th  Sig  ^ 

21 

T3ZC/KY-8  Maintenance 

12  5th  Sig  ^ 

54 

Selected  division  personnel  also  attended  spccialiTied  courses 
of  instruction  offerred  by  non^ivisLonal  or- animations  betviern 
1  May  and  3i  July.  These  courses  by  title,  the  inst-ructin"  un5t, 
location  and  number  of  trainees  arc  shovm  below: 


(PURSE 

yrar 

IPCATIOU 

Jungle  Ehvironmental 

Fleet  AlrlTome 

Qark  AF3 

9 

Survival 

Electronic  Training 
Unit,  Pacific 

Philii  opines 

Juny.le  Survival  Sdiool 

Fleet  Aix borne 
Hect.ronic  Training 
Unit,  Pacific 

Clark  AF3 

Fiiil  Lipplneo 

3 

JUSPAO  ORIENTATIOM 

HQs,  HACV 

S/MGON 

2 

T  ran  sit  io  n/Gurm  ery 

334th  Armed 

Held  copter  Company 

BIE'J  HOA 

A 

Cable  Splicers  Cburse 

SE  Asia  Signal 

School 

LOIil  1L7J. 

1 

Technical  Facilities 
Gmtrol 

SE  Asia  Signal 

School 

LOMI  HM* 

1 

Imagery  Interpretation 

1st  M/BARS 

TA'  TM  rPIUT 

4 

Photo  Interpretation 

1st  M/B.ARS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

t;f  iBN  mrr 

4 

CONFIDENTIAL 


Jvirframe  Hrdntenance 

Un-iB,  C 

7^1 5th  Trans 

’ll 

WD  TAU 

5 

Airframe  Maintaianco 

UH-iD 

765th  Trans 

Bn 

'mi  T.vj 

5 

.'drframo  Maintenance 

OK-^.^ 

765th  Trans 

W.Vr  T,‘JJ 

n 

Turbine  Qigine  Miaint-T-53 

765th  Trans 

In 

WTr  TAU 

3 

Turbine  Engine  Kaint- 
T-53-L-13 

765th  Trans 

•3n 

Vir^G  TiU 

2 

Engine  Maintenance,  T-63 

765th  Maint 

3n 

VUNG  TAU 

7 

Supply 

765th  Trans 

Bn 

VUIG  TAU 

A 

LOH  (OK-Fw;)  AC  Pilot 
Transition 

765th  Tiuans 

Bn 

VUIR  TAU 

10 

AN/I'PS-Radar  Operator 

US  .Army  Spt 

Cbnd 

QUI..  moH 

76 

XM-27SL  Armament 
I^aintenance 

765th  Trans 

Bn 

TAU 

7 

Key  Telephone  System 
liainten.ance 

I3t  Si!5ial  3de 

S:\IG0ri 

4 

Turbine  Eigine 
Maintenance 

765th  Trans  3n 

VUNB  TAU 

5 

H.  Intelligence  and  Security.  Intelligence  operations  and 
acti'.i.ties  within  the  25th  Infantrv  Division  during  the  rerorting 
period  continued  under  the  staff  supervision  of  the  Assistant 
aiief  of  Staff  G-2,  LTC  /ilbert  N.  Sbubblebine.  LTC  Stubblebine 
was  assisted  in  his  responsibilities  juvi  duties  by  his  deput,y 
>ho  until  9  July  was  Major  ’illiani  W.  TiUlson.  On  i0  July,  Malor 
George  Richardson  rnoved  from  his  duties  as  G-2  Coerations  Officer 
to  the  position  of  Deputy  G-2.  Other  key  members  of  the  G-2 
section  between  l  Kay  end  3l  July  were  Ma1or  P.  C.  '‘vnderson  vho 
c-ervod  as  G-2  Plans  Officer  and  Major  L.  G,  Quinn  replaced 
Richerdsori  as  0-2  Operations  Officer  on  10  July. 

Intelligence  planning  and  operations  for  the  reporting  period 
wnro  dweloped  around  the  resources  of  the  25th  Militarv  Intelli- 
ppr.'s  '■stachment  oonmanded  by  Kalor  Gale  Goodloe  until  21  July 
and  thereafter  by  Ma-jor  /«nthcny  Gallo,  the  372nd  Radio  Research 
Conp''-ny  oornanded  by  Capt  I.  3.  Carter,  and  F  Cbnoanv,  50th  In¬ 
fantry  (LRF)  (long  range  reconnaissance  patrollintr)  commanded  by 
ILT  hlllian  Shanaman  until  30  June  and  thereafter  bv  Captain  Ravmond 
C.  Dawson. 

The  25th  Military  Intclligjcnce  Detachment  orovided  the  G-? 
with  Order  of  Battle  (03)  facilities,  photo  and  imagery  inter¬ 
pretation  capabilities,  interrogation  of  prisoner  of  war  teams 
(iFhO  and  counter  intelligence  teams.  The  372nd  Radio  Research 
Cbmpany  provided  specialized  oomuni cations  securitv  and  intelli¬ 
gence  facilities  and  operations  to  the  division  throu-yhout  the 
TAOI.  F  Company,  50th  Infantry  (LT)  was  the  long  range  I’acon- 
naissancG  patrol  am  of  the  division  and  reacted  to  reoulronents 
by  the  G-2  to  execute  patrols  to  locate  eneny  forces,  base  camos 
and  supply  activities  and  to  monitor  enemy  troop  novc’ient . 

In  addition  to  these  assets,  the  division  exploited  the 
aerial  reconnaissance  and  surveillance  capabilities  of  or  gap'll  c 
aviation  units  and  facilities  as  vjell  as  those  of  supporting 
organizations,  actensivo  use  was  n.-’de  of  the  "People  Sniffer" 
capability  of  the  25bh  Aviation  Battalion  and  9th  Qi ordeal 
Detachnort.  Other  specialized  aerial  reconnaissance  and  siur- 
volllance  was  made  available  on  a  daily  basis  by  the  73rd  Support 
Aircraft  Cbmpany  (l^ohawk)  of  the  1st  Avi'^tlon  Dr:rj?«le  ‘Mch  flew 
daily  SL»R  missions  (side  loo ’drig  aerial,  radar)  and  infra  red 
detection,  "Red  Haze"  missions  in  r^oonse  to  division  roaiireronts. 

.another  intelligence  asset  nf  tho  division  and  one  t.h*>t  was 
asCbensivoly  oaployed  was  ths  CRTF  (oonbtned  reconnaissance  •nrt 
intelligence  platoon).  One  of  these  loint  US- Vietnamese  units  was 
assigned  to  each  Brigade  Headquarters  and  operated  directlv  in 
support  of  their  parent  brigades. 
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Snployini’  all  of  these  assets  to  nriodnir'  advantage  an"',  co¬ 
ordinating  closely  vdth  intelli'^ce  agcjncios  at  adjacent  and 
higher  headoaarters  as  v;ell  as  Vietnanese  goverment  intelligence 
agencies,  the  Tropic  Lightnin.r'  Division  G-2  establiohnent  was 
sn.ccossful  in  producing  inforaation  which  forecasted  the  "2nd 
I'hasc"  Offensive  on  S-'icON  in  early  I'av.  This  inforii’^tion 
accurately  identified  the  na.jor  enecy  units  that  would  participate 
in  the  operation;  each  unit's  strength,  oonposition  ard  capa¬ 
bilities,  and  the  probable  routes  of  ao'-'roach  each  unit  vould 
take  to  move  acainst  SilGON. 

Dased  on  t'd-s  infomation,  the  25th  Infantry  Division  was  re¬ 
deployed  in  e.arly  May  to  establish  a  screen  to  the  west  of 
and  to  be  in  position  to  intercept  the  enemy  in  his  approach 
march.  This  strategy  i^ras  iruiinently  successful  and  resulted  in 
the  destruction  of  the  eneiAy  forces  and  the  dissipation  of  their 
combat  effectiveness  before  they  could  reach  their  assault 
positions. 

As  the  eneny  attack  on  S.\IG0M  was  destroyed  and  as  the  erenv 
breko  contact  and  withdrew,  the  intelligence  apparatus  continuei 
•-0  produce  data  and  information  \Mch  was  invalu.able  in  pursuing 
the  enemy  forces,  capturing  his  weapons,  ammunition  and  supply 
caches  and  in  taking  ap'-'rorriate  action  to  counter  his  offense 
and  defensive  tactics. 

.  logistics.  Logistical  manageicnt  and  staff  supervision 
for  division  operations  continued  to  be  provided  by  the  Office  of 
the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  G-4.  logistical  operations  ^^re 
accomp-Lished  by  the  Division  Support  Gomarrl  and  its  organic 
’xiits;  the  25th  Medical  lattalion,  the  72‘5th  ^'aintenance  D^t- 
talion  and  the  25th  Supply  and  Transportation  battalion. 

Tne  Office  of  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  G_4  performed  nt 
thi\  0  different  levels  of  organisation.  As  tho  iivir.ion  G-1 
cff.lce.  it  guided  and  supervited  supply  and  property  accountability 
m.aintenrnce  and  material  readiness  and  current  logistical  oT'CP''tio  f 
.'.-5  thr  '■  nstallation  G-4,  it  reviewed  all  reports  of  survevs 
.'•'ac-  ' "  ""1  in  the  division  and  attached  units.  As  the  sub-zone 
aL  provided  guidance  and  supervision  oonceming  the  logistic'l 
-•^unctions  of  four  base  coordinators;  namely  the  base  car.p  o:)- 
ordinators  for  Gd  CHI,  TAY  Iir?K  and  D.’.U  TILUG  base  ca'^’ps  an'l  t^o 
senior  advisor  to  the  25iih  .L7,\r!  Division. 

D\iring  the  rr.tiro  reporting -period ,  the  Assistant  Cdef  of 
Staff,  G-4  was  LTC  Walter  I,  Brent.  His  deputy  from  1  thay  'o 
24  duly  was  M.cjor  Gary  E.  Layton.  On  25  July  Maior  John 
Eshclnan  assumed  the  duties  of  deputy  G -4.  The  Maintenance 
Officer  with  the  G-4  section  was  Maior  Thomas  K.  Beidin.  Sur.pl v 
activities  were  the  responsibility  of  Captain  Janes  A.  Towr.  The 
G-4  office  itself  is  currently  organized  under  paragraph  0'', 

TOE  7-4E.  It’s  organized  into  administrative,  suprlv  .^n!  r\a‘. 
terarce  sections,  m.Tnned  by  the  four  officers  referenr-  ;!  above 
assisted  by  six  enlisted  percr>»nel. 

With  the  lessoning  of  'hostile  actions  as  the  reports  rr 
quarter  progressed,  the  Office  of  the  Assistant  Chief  S'.,ar!A 
G-4  was  able  to  give  increased  attention  to  are-'.s  othei-  t'lan 
purely  logistical  support  of  maneuver  elements  engaged  ir 
operations.  These  were  primarily  in  the  nanagerial  aspec+.s  of 
lo.::iiddcs  and  encompassed  all  fields  of  supply  and  nainte.n-nr*. . 
VJbi'king  closely  with  Division  Sup-ort  Gomnand  elenents,  nu  ermn 
division  regulations  were  deivclopad,  updat«jd  or  reviev.’od;  all 
to  oonfom  with  tie  newer  revised  division  oolici-’S  or 
of  higher  healpuarters. 
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Of  significance  were  uic  eiiorJa  Jo  upda+  '  and  strea-nline 
the  procedu  necessary  to  assure  the  tinel  juhnission  of  data 
by  subordinate  units  to  the  division  headouarters,  and  subsenuent 
compilation  and  submission  of  this  to  higher  headcfuapt^s. 
Considerable  time  was  also  devoted  to  the  expediting  and  pro- 
cui'enent  of  major  end  iteas  to  replace  epuipment  lost  through 
combat  operations  normal  wear. 

The  conservation  of  ammunition  has  been  stressed  in  recent 
months.  General  Abrams  recently  directed  that  US  Army  units 
attempt  to  achieve  a  10^?  savings  in  ammunition  expenditures 
and  stated  that  the  savings  are  able  to  -be  attained  vit^iout  a 
reduction  in  combat  povrer.  25th  Infantry  Division  experience 
during  the  period  of  this  report  indicates  that  such  a -savings 
can  be  easily  attained, 

hith  the  conversion  of  many  units  within  the  division  from 
TO-I  to  MTOE’o,  considerable  attention  has  been  given  in  May,  June 
and  July  to  the  realigiment  of  assets  ard  the  turn  in  of  excess. 
Although  the  reorganization  of  many  type  units  began  prior  to 
this  reporting  period,  there  were -numerous  target  dates  estab¬ 
lished  for  conyersion  cprjplction  that  cane  about  In  May,  June 
or  July.  ^  -  i  ■ 

The  US.JIV  Readiness  Assistance  '.’em-is  visited  organic  units 
o'-  '.he  2^th  Infantry  Division  durin':  period  -i?  June  to  5 

Jr.ly.  The  purpose  of  these  visits  ^werv-.to  provide  assistance  and 
guidance  for  the  improvement  of  the  matrtrijC  ^readiness  progr-a^'  _ 
of  the  division.  Areas  of  interest  to  the  toans  included  FUj,  ^  , 
TAfirtS,  ASL,  Maintenance  Management,  property  'dooJcs  and.Eun'-'Mrtirifir 
documents  and  maintenance  of  eouinrient. 

Supply  support  operations  continued  to  be  t,he. function  of 
the  2%h  Supply  and  Transportation  B.attalion  a^  Cl^C”!  base  camn 
on  an  area  basisCi.e.  organic  and  lodger  units''  for  Class  Is 
CIpss  II,  Glass  III  --rvi  IIIA  and  Class  TV  (less  TO'ii  itana  ’.hich 
ar-e  supplied  tc  organic  elements  only  and  less  medical,  crypto¬ 
graphic  and  EiV-').  Tae  seme  type  sunporb  is  provided  to  divisional 
ar.i  :.jodger  units  at  DAU  TIEID  by  a  provislonrl  oonuany  of  the  3W 
Battalion.  ^  the  TAY  KIIH  base  camp,  similar  support  if,  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  567th  Simply  and  Sorvlcos  Battalion*  29th  GeneraJ. 
Support  Group,  SAIGON  Supoort  Connand,  In  sunport  of  divisional 
units  operating  in  the  imnediate  area  of  SAIGON,  a  Supply 
and  Transportation  Battalion  forvmrd  support  slament  participates 
in  a  Division  Support  Gommam  forward  support  facilitv  at  TAN 
SDN  'HUT  Air  Base.  This  comprehensive  inti ty  is  deferred  to  as 
ODNTX  CrTY. 


Maintenance  aigjoort  for  the  division  is  provided  by  the  725th 
Maintenance  Battalion  with  direct  support  companleo  at  CO.CMI, 

DAU  TIEIC  and  TAY  NIKH  base  CT.-.ps  and  a  maintenanae  twti  at  . 

QD'IEX  CITY.  The  companies  at  the  base  camps  provide  9)i;mtie:^;fef 
only  organic  divisional  units.  At  OON2X  CITY,  the  maintenance 
team  provides  support  on  an  area  basis  for  organic  and  OPCi:*7'l  mits. 
Back  up  direct  support  malntmance  is  providad  to  noa-^llviaional 
elemenba  at  CU  (H ,  DAU  TIDMG  and  TAY  UINH  by  non*<liviaional 
malntmance  companies  which  Indvrie  aviation  lhaintsnmce  capati).'iti  «s 

Medical  support  is  provided  by  the  25th  Medical  '3i\ttalion  Whose 
ooc^aniee,  provide  an  area  service  ond  operate  the  eauivalant  of. 

?ost  disjsensarics  or  station  hospitals  at  the  base  oanps  at  CU  (Td, 
AY  NIMi  and  DAU  TIEIC.  Additional  medical  supoori  la  provided 
the  divieion  by  the  i2th  Svacuaticn  Hospital  at  OU  CKI  and  the  A^h 
Surgical  Hoaplual  (MUST)  at  TAY  NTMl. 


27 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

In  the  services  area,  the  divi3i.on  pnjvides  craves  rei^stration 
service  at  CU  CHI  and  DAU  TKIG  on  an  area  basis.  The 
Support  Comnand  provides  quartermaster  field  laundries  at  each 
of  the  base  camps.  Water  distribution  is  accomnlished  bv  the 
25th  SKT  Battalion  at  CU  CHI.  The  battalion  also  operates  the 
Post  Sxdiangea  at  CU  CKI,  TAY  IlflM  arrl  D\U  TI'^.Tr  under  the  staff 
supervision  of  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  G-1. 

For  a  detailed  and  statistical  review  of  the  lo<^istical 
operations  of  the  Division  Support  Comand  and  its  subordinate 
elements,  see  Tab  C. 

J.  0-5  Activities,  No  significant  chanees  occurred  d^Tintr 
the  reporting  period  concerning  the  placement  or  organization  of 
the  Revolutionary  Development  cadre  thro u^out  the  T'vOI.  \1- 
thou^  the  ma.iority  of  teams  were  vathdrawn  from  assigned  hanlets 
into  District  headquarters  during  the  TET  Offensive,  vdth  the 
increase  in  security,  they  again  have  been  deployed  into  assigned 
hamlets.  There  are  presently  30  RD  teams  deployed  throughout  the 
i'-ifl;  seventeen  in  TAY  IHNH  Province,  three  in  ^NH  DUOJC 
irovince  'division  portion  thereof)  and  toi  in  HAU  IlOHIA  Province. 
As  the  teams  develop  an  area  they  are  leaving  a  skeleton,  four 
to  five  man,  rear  detachmmt  in  each  village/hanlet  to  insure  that 
the  area  does  not  deteriorate  after  the  teams  depart  tore. 

The  MACV  Hamlet  Evaluation  Systa.i  (HES)  continues  to  bo  a 
valuable  tool  for  this  headquarters,  TlTe  I®S  is  received,  at  tlio 
earliest  one  month  after  rating  has  been  completed.  The  HES  cari 
assist  the  tactical  commander  by  providing  relatively  acctirate 
information  ooncerning  population  location  and  density.  It  also 
provides  information  as  to  the  status  of  security  and  i'.velorncrrt 
in  specific  areas.  Below  is  the  hamlet  status  as  of  30  June 


HAl'XET  CATEGORY 

NUMBER 

POPULATION 

PER  CE*'T 

A 

1 

9,4^ 

l.l^ 

B 

41 

107,734 

12.5^ 

C 

157 

377,471 

43.9^ 

D 

135 

265,487 

30. 

E 

20 

20,7t1 

2.4“? 

VC 

92 

73,9<^ 

8.5< 

AEiiNDCNED 

ION  HAMLET 

73 

12,133 

TOTiiL 

519 

86<),964 

During  the  entiny  May  offensive,  additional  destruction  to 
civilian  homes  was  incurred  as  a  result  of  combat  operations  ^tgainst 
the  Viet  Cong.  The  largest  damage  occurred  in  OU  (HI  District, 

H'.U  IDHIA  Province,  where  over  homes  were  reported  destroy'd. 
Daricage  was  primarily  centered  in  FHUOC  HI  IP  (XT  5^1A)  and  TAN 
AN  KOI  village  (Xr63l3).  There  were  65  hones  dostroyod  in  P^U  H*.  \ 
District,  nriH  DUOIC  Province.  The  division  is  currently  rtp- 
porting  the  rebuilding  of  those  homes  in  cooperation  with  t’lc 
District /Fro  Vince  officials. 

In  TRI  T/Ji  District,  31 W  DUDK5  Province,  the  division's 
support  of  the  CVIT  Civil  Recovery  Pro.T'an  has  been  rarticnjiarlv 
effective.  There  were  82  homes  constructed  or  repaired  in  this 
program.  Additionally,  a  VIS  show  room  was  completed  in  June. 

The  rebuild  program  has  been  entirely  a  Vietnamese  effort,  with 
technical  assistance  and  the  majority  of  the  materials  being 
provided  by  the  division. 

In  PHU  vex  District,  31  Mi  DUOTi  Province,  the  rost  significant 
project  was  the  continuation  of  rebuilding  of  homos  danagel  during 
the  TET  Offensive.  455  padeets  of  lumber,  each  containin?  1^- 
2(X)  hoardfe^  of  lumber  suitable  to  construct  a  frar.v  for  a  10'  X 
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l6’  house,  have  been  doliverel  to  three  main  areas  in  FHU  HOA 
District.  1'  TRUID  All  (Xr77l4)  all  of  the  2r  lones  reported  as 
destroyed  ha  been  reconstructed.  >fork  proceeded  into  the  PARIS 
TA!I  QUI  (XT7314)  ard  TA?^  THAN  X.G  (Xr75ll)  areas  as  planned. 

At  the  end  of  July,  there  viere  76  hones  completed  in  PARIS  TAN  ODI 
and  358  consisted  in  TAN  TUtN  DONG.  Excellent  cooperation 
has  been  evident  between  GVN  officials,  RD  cadre  and  division 
civic  action  personnel. 

A  very  successful  village  festival  was  conduct ei  at  TAN  THAN  DOG 
(Xr75ii)  involving  over  ilOO  families  (about  2300  peopile).  Medical  ' 
care,  food,  clothing*  health  items  and  toys,  as  well  as  ertert,«inment, 

provided  to  the  people  in  conjunction  with  the  conduct  of  an 
ARVN  military  operation  in  the  area.  The  response  of  the  people 
was  favorable  and  the  festival  successful  primarily  as  a  result 
of  the  cooperation  betweai  the  7th  AlW  Regimmt,  GVN  officials, 
M.ACO'JlDS  advisory  persomel  and  division  civic  action  personnel. 

Progress  was  made  in  the  rebuilding  program  in  CAI  CHI  District , 
H.'U  IGHIA  Province.  The  division  supnlias  transportation, 
supplemoital  lumber  packets  and  considerable  amounts  of  s^va«e 
Irabor  to  supnort  the  rebuild  program.  The  actual  construction  of 
the  homes  was  entirely  on  a  self  help  basis.  Over  l,0(xl  packets 
of  lumber  were  pre-positioned  to  construct  homes.  Over  ^8 
fr=ine8  and  roofs  have  bean  completed,  548  hones  have  been  coin- 
p]“tely  rebuilt  and  an  estimated  1,1/^  homes  vMch  wore  dara<!ed 
have  been  repaired, 

Ifeute  BA,  from  CU  CHI  to  PHU  CUONG,  (XTSflA)  has  been  virt- 
ually  retwilt.  Improvements  include  widening  the  entire  length 
of  8.\,  construction  of  2  bridges,  numerous  culverts  and  paving 
the  road  surface.  The  completion  of  this  prolect  hao  enabled  the 
population  of  PKU  HO.i  District  to  transport  thti5r  produce  to  the 
PHU  CUOND  market  with  greater  ease.  The  highlight  of  this  prolcct 
ws.s  the  opening  of  the  PHU  CWONG  bridge  (XT  flD5l35).  This  provided 
a  much  needed  line  of  oommunication  between  the  Province  capital 
of  Pil'd  CUD®  and  the  District  he^quartepe  at  FiRIS  T.VN  QUI. 

Improving  tho  existing  road  net  between  NHI  RIIW  (iff  84A062) 
and  KOCl'.ON  tJCr750038)  was  undertalcm  by  the  2nd  Brigade.  During 
tho  past  few  months  the  road  was  not  passable  to  Wieiled  vehicles 
due  to  bomb  craters,  erosion  and  a  cenaral  lack  of  maintenance  on 
other  portions  of  the  road.  The  project  necessitated  filling  bomb 
craters,  widening  and  resurfacing  the  road;  and  oonstructiPi^  a 
bridge  at  XT 81 50 59.  The  congjletion  of  this  prolect  not  ordy 
establish^  an  improved  line  of  communication  in  the  area,  but 
also  enables  the  local  citizens  to  transport  their  produce  to 
market  in  much  greater  quantities  by  oxcart  and  other  vrfjic.los, 
thus  improvliig  the  economic  standing  of  the  people  of  *HI 

Regional  Forces/Pop^jlar  Forces  assistance  has  continued 
throughout  the  TAOT.  More  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  saJf-hclo 
pro  jects  by  the  Regional  Forcee/Fopular  Forces  and  this  hnj  net 
with  excellent  results.  Thousands  of  board  feet  of  l\aber  from 
Helping  Hand,  salvage  FST  and  po^er  canni8t#’*8Hav3P beai  pro’/ldod 
for  the  Regional  Forcee/Fopular  ?brc«e  ?n  tha  TACT.  This  has 
assisted  then  in  building  homes  and  furnlBhin'’S  for  their  hones, 

CoBBamlty  Relations  Comrdttoes  and  Fyiendtnip  (buncils  chouli 
be  an  effective  medium  to  resolve  prob^ens  thnt  arise  between 
Vietnamese  people  and  US  forces.  At  GU  (KX,  DAU  7ISC  and  TVY 
MCIH  Dase  Cstaps,  meetings  have  etihanced  a  harmonious  reletionshir 
tot  ween  the  Vietnamese  people  and.  US  troops. 
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A  nunerical  sumnary  for  civic  action  cc  ’"t^truction/repaii' 
projects  is  listed  beloi\r: 


(l)  Dwellings 

32t7 

(2)  Foads  (km) 

.  63.4 

(3)  Dispensaries 

10 

(4)  Schools 

11 

(5)  Bridges 

7 

(A)  Other 

36 

A  numerical  summary  for  civic 
listed  below; 

action  distribution  proif’cts  i: 

(1)  Conent  (lbs) 

2,300 

(2)  Tin  (sheets) 

6,168 

(3)  liimber  (bd  ft) 

(4)  Paint  (gal) 

649,283  \ 

156 

(5)  Food  (lbs) 

22,602 

(A)  Other  (lbs) 

76,961 

The  division  Medical 

Civic  Action  Fro.gram  (lflDG''J)  continual 

to  provide  nodical  attention  to  a  large  nun’-er  of  civillars  vatb;  -' 
th-‘  During  the  past  three  months  a  total  of  77'^  M’^DCifS 

wr.  ^  conducted  treating  90,093  people. 

1' 3 yc’v) logical  Operations  (PSYOPS)  activities  throughout  i,he 
months  of  May,  June  and  July  vrere  urinarily  in  sunnort  of  combat 
operations  in  KVU  fCHIA,  TAY  WINM,‘  DUONG  arrT  GIA  DIM?  Friv,.yv3 

A  total  of  42,523i200  leaflets  were  alrdroored  and  hand 
disseminated  throughout  the  Division  TAOI.  Tv»qntv  one  leaflet  s 
v/ere  orig:Aiated  by  G5  and  Brigade  S-5's.  The  leaflets  were  rT'oiuco'. 
by  G-5  and  the  Ath  PSVOP  Battalion. 

'•crial  loxidspcaker  broadcasts  conducted  du mr  the  ouartcr 
tot  iHr1213  hours  of  broadcast  tine.  Ground  loudspeaker  tine 
totalled  lUU  hoiu*s  of  broadcast  time.  Two  a-*tition.al  lOOO  v-'H 
lor  ir-jpaker  sets  and  two  tape  recorders  were  recoivoi  bv  ihe 
Division  in  May.  Each  1000  watt  set  consists  of: 

(1)  4  loudspeakei-o 

(2)  4  amplifiers  (230  watts  ea) 

(3^  4  control  boxes 

(4)  4  microphones 

(5)  pover  cables 

(A*  1  tape  recorder 

rrcsently  each  Brigade  is  eouipbod  vdth  a  1,000  watt  lou'isr^ -'d 

During  the  month  of  June  19'^'3,  two  a’ditional  rS'^OF  teanr  v-*:  •' 
assign-, =d  bringing  the  total  to  3  FSIDF  teams  in  the  d’Visio.i.  ^  r’ 
t'  'unsists  of  one  officer  and  one  AX)C.  These  te-arr  c 
tZ'Ci  \y  aerial  and  hand  dissemination  of  leaflets  .-lo  -i.?r 
on',  ground  loudspeaker  broadcasts. 

. '.i  iitior.  iHy  t’.go  rx)’’Ue  au’J.o  visual  vans  were  jrvjvidel  t 
i .V'Oi  toans  by  the  Ath  r3YCF  lattalion.  Each  van  an'  '.ins  ,a 
mevie  rro  jecto:,  250  ^ntt  spca-.er  system,  3li>!e  nroit  et-'r  vv'  :• 
i  SYOr  eoni^nmt.  Th.c-  aj  ’io  vi-s-xil  vans  are  e»T']x;vo<'.  in  --  rr-^un! 
role  Hr.',  r  re  it  ly  enhance  the  r'TiOl  teams  capablllt  v  to  ennnuni  ('•’r-' 
vdlh  tht:  popul  it  ion. 

During  the  ou&rter,  the  TSYCF  effort  was  direct »1  arainst 
Vf/AVA  units  in  tlie  division  T.VCI.  A  total  of  12®  HOI 
rallied  durirv’  the  m.-'nthe  of  May,  June  md  July,  T^’is  is  an 
Increase  of  79  over  the  last  reporting  t  er’oi. 
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Two  ARVi  jlitical  Warfare  (FOL’T/JI)  teams- j.’ron  the  5bh  ARVM 
Division  wo’e  attached  to  the  3ru  Brii^ade  durini’  May.  A  third 
FOLW'i?.  team  from  the  30th  FOLWAR  Ua  assicined  to  DISOOM  in 
June.  Ihese  teams  have  been  valuable  in  the  conduct  of  face  to 
fac  ^  FSYO?  appeals  in  conjunction  vdLth  the  Medical  Civic  Action 
Program.  The  tvo  POLWA”’  teams  with  the  3rd  Bri«!:a>ie  returned  to 
their  parent  unit  in  June. 

K.  Signal  Activities.  See  Tab  D 

L.  Engineer  Activities.  During  the  rnonth  cf  Mav  19^3| 

•’A"  Con?3any  of  the  ^5th  ^gineer  Battalion  nrov1.ded  gen-sral  sunnvrt 
to  the  25th  Inftintry  Division  vMle  3,  C,  and  D  companies 
provided  direct  support  to  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Brigades  respect¬ 
ively.  "A"  Gomp-'ny  was  continuing  construction  of  highway  3A 
from  ^^05113  to  XT  500032.  A  total  of  U,000  cubic  yards  of 
laterite  was  hauled  to  provide  a  two  foot  lift  to  the  oadsting 
roid\/ay.  Two  platoons  of  A  Compaiy  vrere  denloyed  to  KDI  B\ 

Mvmtain  during  the  month,  after  the  Viet  Cong  had  overrun  the 
.invrican  positions.  The  engineers  vrere  resnonsible  for  rebuilding 
tl:e  defenses  and  communication  center  facilitloe  at  that  location. 

^he  general  s^jport  mission  continued  for  A  Cbinpany  during  Jiaio, 
Tae  iscond  platoon  received  the  main  ros»'onsibtlity  of  build! n» 
rc:  unkers  and  secondary  fitting  positions  on  the  bmVer  line 
at  ''J  CHI  base  camp.  First  platoon  worked  on  ch»Tjfling  the  oonto'r* 
of  the  bunker  line  and  emplacing  the  new  bunherg,  Thi.-d  platoon 
constructed  airmobile  radar  towere  for  nortar  detection.  Elemontn 
of  the  company  const  meted  a  256  foot  MATA  float  bridge  at  T1 
451191  near  TRANS  B-M^G  and  removed  it  after  tactical  units  had 
passed. 

A  Company  moved  from  CU  CHI  to  T.AY  MJIH  on  10  July  I968, 
changing  its  mission  from  division  general  sup’ort  to  direct 
support  of  1st  Brigade.  The  initial  assigniaenl  changes  vre’*e  to 
pro'.dde  doraoliticn  teams  and  tninesvreeo  teams.  The  corrraity  assuned 
re'-nnaibLlity  for  min^  swoorjlng  from  Fi'mch  Port  (Xr235654) 
to  A'  DAU  H.?,  ard  fren  D.'JJ  TISm  to  TAY  NINH  daily. 

'»B»  Cor^miy  had  its  tactical  CT  move  from  TAY  Nllf!  to  CU  GKT 
early  in  May  to  continue  its  direct  support  of  let  Brivade, 

Tha  first  platoon  provided  persomel  to  handle  aerial  resuwnly 
of  engineer  materials  from  TAY  IIINH  to  KJJI  BA  DW  Morr.baln.  This 
was  in  support  of  the  rebuilding  project  of  ’’A'*  Coran  an  v.  The 
major  effort  of  the  company  whs  providlnc  dally  mineswoeps  frem 
TAY  Him  to  iCC  ICN  Bridge  mi  from  DAli  HENO  to  TAY  NINH  daily, 

Thj  daily  minenweep  of  the  Main  3apply  Route  wat  l''o  primary  taV* 
of  "S'-  Cbnpany  until  10  July,  The  area  of  respond  bill  ty 
e:;pand2d  in  Jujie  to  include  swoeoLng  ftom  ?HU  CUOin  to  CU  CHI 
and  from  the  Fravch  Fort  (01235654)  to  T..Y  NINH  In  i^ition  to 
thv  nonrally  assigned  sweeps,  rersonnel  fjon  the  sweep  teens 
plus  donolition  men  continued  pipvivling  danolition  teams  to 
■♦n'intry  battalions  under  let  urigade  oontrol.  On  10  July,  ”B” 
Compmy  moved  to  CW  CHI  and  a-»3uned  the  dlvlei<^n  aaneral  sujvTx;i-t 
mission.  It  voi'ktri  on  oomplctint  tho  oonatruction  of  a  RPCf  j^ockot 
protective  fwieo  around  the  U  (HI  base  canp  C1U47  pad  plus  final 
construction  of  the  A5th  aiyinoer  bufJccrline  jector. 

Secord  Brigade  received  engineer  si.npoTt  from  "C”  ConnTsv 
of  the  45th  Enidneex^  throughout  the  period.  The  brigwle  had 
moved  its  hoaiquarters  to  HOC  IIOII  in  oarlv  Hay  »nrl  "C”  ConranY 
was  responsible  for  construction  of  the  briri^e  forward  TPC  at 
that  location,  ‘dso  durtn-.  May  the  cenp^ny  srent  extensive  tir^e 
or.  construction  of  bun’rers  .vil  fortificatiora  at  the  TTiN 
Bridie  (XT 7130 *72) for  defense  v:ain3t  on»v  attatf'S.  TVq  coiananv 
also  provided  demolition  teams  tj  t'le  Infantrv  hn^talions  un'^er 
second  ^igade  oontr-^l  duri.n-  li-.e. 
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The  fiOC  non  Bridge  >ra.s  finished  in  June  '-'Ud  the  co'^uan*''  shifte  ' 
its  resources  to  minesweep  teans  and  demolition  tGa7.3  in  sumoi't 
of  brigade  operations, 

Co!T?any  "D"  supported  3rd  '^id.7'’de  onerations  in  i'a’r,  June  an  l 
July  mainly  by  furnishing  demolition  teams  to  f'e  n-^ne-ovor 
battalions  under  brigade  control.  The  beginni  nc  of  Vn-r  found  the 
company  CT’  at  DAU  Tllirr  moved  to  CU  QT  to  support  Tas”  ^orce 
D'J2.3.  On  12  ilay,  the  comnan''’s  CT  moved  to  '’^0  ->0  ’  her'-'n 

construction  of  the  brigade's  TOC  at  that  location.  The  commnv 
GF  later  returned  to  D'Jl  PISM}  in  June  and  then  to  T.V  T?' 
in  early  July  for  the  remainder  of  the  period  npd  provided  de¬ 
molition  teams  and  mine  sweeps  to  i.iifantry  units,  Tho  oomp''n'’" 
deiiolition  men  were  res-onsible  fo”  destruction  of  numerous 
tuiTiiels  and  b  nkers  Sround  tho  SiJOCr'  area. 

The  bridge  ooriipan.y>  "E"  Coup  any,  continued  its  mission  of 
providing  tactical  bridging  support  to  t’  e  25t''  L'ivision.  A 
continuing  tad<  is  to  reposition  AVL3's  at  strategic  positions  on 
the  K37  to  provide  a  quick  method  of  crossing  obstacles,  ’^h'' 
company  pr'oviled  bridge  personnel  to  build  and  remove  t^'O 
Bridge  (Xrf./*119l)  in  June.  Bridge  erection  ^oats  were  pr-^vl ' 
security  patrol  of  the  FHU  CUOIC  'Vidgo  in  Jul^’'.  The  boanu 
op  voted  by  engineers  and  infantry  personnel  provided  th*-  f^-e 
po  .  r  for  those  waterway  patrols.  During  Julv.  also,  the  ''om^uiv 
h'<'  tasked  to  experiment  with  six  different  dry  span  cenfi g'Jratii. 
to  determine  their  applicability  to  airmobile  operations  in  Vi-  t.^nr!. 

At  the  end  of  July  the  companies  of  the  ^Sth  Engineer  lo^taL’  -i 
were  located  at  TAf  I'ilJH,  CL'  CKI  and  TA"  SON  15’ljT.  "V  Cnr-r  .mv 
is  located  at  TAY  III’IH  in  support  of  first,  brigade,  "1"  Co'-^any  at 
01  Gil  in  general  support  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division,  "C” 

Company  at  CL  CHI  in  supnort  of  second  brigade  and  "D"  Oo-rony 
TA'!  30JJ  in  sup’xjrt  of  third  brigade.  The  brid”c-  conp-^nv 
"A'  continued  briage  supnort  for  the  f. vision. 

2.  (C)  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Comandpr's  Ohscr'/atir.n;', 

:'yaluations  and  leoonmendations . 

.1,  lersoir.el. 

(1)  Deployment  cf  Bandsnei  to  RVT.', 

(a)  OD&EUVATION:  Many  first-term  mlisted  bandsiien  have  l>uen 
assigned  to  a  OONUS  Amy  band  for  from  six  months  to  two  •'•aat's 
prior  to  being  levied  for  duty  with  the  25th  Infantry  Division  ’''m  l. 

(b)  EVALUATICM:  Bandsmen  arriving  for  duty  with  the  25oh 
Infantry  Division  v#io  fit  the  above  description  are  not  prer.  "ci 
to  accomplish  the  mission  of  a  ^vmdsman  in  a  combat  envirorr  ent. 
During  their  service  in  a  ©MLo  band,  weapons  training  an*. 

q :  lification  and  other  tactical  training  necessary  for  'hr- 
bindsman  in  combat  is  apparently  receiving  little  aM.ontir-'. 

Tile  bandsmen  arrive  "rusty"  and  reqxn.re  the  exncnditu»*o  of  vlu  ‘  Ir 
tim.e  for  tr.iLning  pui^ses  to  restore  an  acceptable  status  of 
training  in  esswtial  combat  skills.  This  situation  has  .O'^t  '  n 
tie  case  vdth  bandsmen  arrive  in  ine  division  dir»*''tlv  frn.. 

Band  /JT.  The  combat  skills  and  principles  tbfey  le.arrcd  ip  Hnaic 
combat  tr.aialng  are  still  ftsssh  in  their  minds, .tid  these  irrMyi'  inl.i 
experience  little  difficulty  in  adjusting  to  the  combat  role  of  Mv- 
b.nnisr.en, 

(c)  RECDI-iEtD  ATIOWS:  Bantsnen  <ieployeil  to  bV"  should  come 
directly  from  band  AIT;  or,  if  they  are  red' plovnrl  from  a  TI*'3 
band,  the  0DJRJ3  band  oamnanlers  uhould  Ln:ajre  the  irrii\dd'j'>lf.  hive 
been  providea  adequate  conhat  lu.'a.ntr:/  refresher  trainin’  'ef  ''*” 
their  -len.vtpjre. 
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(2)  Field  Hygiene. 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  Fereonnel  vSio  are  reouirol  to  spend  ex¬ 
tended  periods  of  time  in  the  field  in  an  environment  v^ere  thev 
are  constantly  exposed  to  the  effects  of  water  and  moisture 
freouently  develop  skin  infections  and  other  ^in  disor'  ers. 

(b)  EV.'iLUATION:  Cbmmanders  are  constantly  advised  *0  take 
all  prs^ventative  rr.oasures  at  their  disposal  to  precludo  the 
incidence  of  skin  disorders  caused  by  exposure  to  ivator  snd  molstui-e. 
/vaong  other  things,  this  involves  having  their  mei  remove  their 
damp  clothing  at  every  possibLe  opporturlty. 

(c)  REOOfiMSNDATION;  To  aid  the  commander  in  his  efforts  ■'•••0 
comoat  this  hygiene  problem,  it  is  recommended  that  all  personasl 
bo  issued  athletic  shortr  and  shower  shoes  (thongs)  that  can  be 
•iO.  1  whenever  possible  to  perriiit  the  drving  of  the  skin  by  sm 
and  air  exposure. 

(3)  An  infomal  record  of  disposition  of  possessions  of  evac- 
ua'cod  pei’sonnel. 

^a)  OBSERVATION:  Form  FTj  60,  Disposition  of  Evacuated  Persontu^l 
lor.SESsions,  is  used  as  a  record  to  maintain  cCj’icdal  information 
relative  to  the  shipment  and  disposition  of  per.-jonal  property 
belonging  to  personnel  vdio  have  b.^en  evacuated-from  this  oommi.r.i’ 

On  several  occasions  in  the  past  coc^iletel  FL  6C^’s  have  became 
lost  or  otherwise  misplaced  and  tracer  actions  to  determine  the 
rvhereabouts  of  personal  belongings  or  actions  taken  to  iroperlv 
dispose  of  belongings  have  had  to  go  unresolvci.  To  preclude  the 
possibilities  of  such  situations  reoccuring,  a  nit  within  the 
division  has  instituted  a  procoiure  vher-Ju.  c:  roany  simply  officei'S 
CiTO  required  to  maintain  a  back  up  systb;;  to  informally  account 
for  the  disposition  of  such  personal  pre party, 

'b)  ETAYLir.TION;  Such  informal  record  is  required  to  be 
maf.ntained  for  a  minimum  of  lOO  days  and  must  include  as  a  minimum 
tho  shipping  date,  shipping  number,  and  the  destination  of  the 
slupment.  This  procedure  has  become  invaluable  in  circumstances 
where  there  is  a  hea'/y  and  oontinuous  turn  over  in  personnol  and 
irregxilaritios  in  shipment  arc  not  unoonnon, 

(c)  llECDlIiEIDATION:  It  is  recommended  that  in  such  a  critical 
and  sensitive  area  as  the  shipment  of  the  possessions  of  evacuated 
personnel,  an  informal  back  up  accounting  system  be  employed  at 
tho  company  level. 

L.  Operations . 

(t)  Cbn Vo y  Trail  r  art. y  Nf^IC. 

(a;  03SSRV:4TI0N;  Trail  party  NOOIC's  must  be  e:q'erie':'  1/1 
and  capable  of  supervising  under  extremely  adverse  condition.; 
indudiug  hostile  fire. 
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(b)  EVALUATION:  It  has  been  found  that  utilization  of  a 
qualified  NCO,  in  grade  E-6  or  above,  reduces  the  time  needed  for 
vehicle  recovery  operations  and  the  trail  party  continually  moves 
at  the  prescribed  rate.  This  can  be  attributed  to  experience  and 
supervisory  ability. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  trail  parties,  in  convoys  consisting 
of  50  or  more  vehicles,  have  an  E-6  or  above  as  NCOIC. 

(2)  Air  Observer  for  Logistical  Convoys. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Logistical  convoys  naed  an  air  observer  due 
to  their  size  and  composition. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  It  has  been  found  that  using  an  air  observer 

for  logistical  convoys  can  be  very  beneficial.  Experience  has  shewn  ;  !w  f 
the  air  observer  can  prevent  the  convoy  from  Decoming  involved 
in  congested  areas  by  halting  it  or  directing  MP  esc(.rt 
personnel  forward  to  alleviate  the  source  of  congestion.  An  observer 
also  keeps  the  convoy  vehicles  moving  at  a  proper  interval  and  can 
immediately  note  any  breaks  in  the  convoy  which  would  hinder  the 
security  of  the  elements.  Vehicles  that  become  inoperable  due  to 
mechanical  failure  or  other  reasons  such  as  traffic  accidents,  can  be 
recovered  quicker  if  the  recovery  elements  know  what  to  expect  and 
prepare  for  prior  to  arriving  at  the  scene.  An  example  of  this  was  a 
5-ton  tractor  and  trailer  loaded  with  artillery  ammunition  that  ex¬ 
perienced  three  flat  tires  causing  it  to  become  separated  from  uther 
elements.  The  flat  tires  caused  other  mechanical  components  of  the  rear 
wheels  section  to  become  overheated  and  a  fire  resulted.  The  air  ob¬ 
server  found  this  vehicle  separated  from  other  elements  and  took  imme¬ 
diate  action  to  get  assistance  from  the  trail  party  in  the  form  ot  addi¬ 
tional  personnel  and  fire  extinguishers.  The  air  observer  is  also  able 
to  provide  continuous  communications  between  the  convoy  and  its  base 
of  operation  in  case  tactical  support  is  required. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  an  air  observer  continue  to  bu 
provided  for  logistical  convoys. 

(3)  Search  Techniques. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Past  records  indicate  that  most  ammunition  caches 
discovered  in  the  SAIGON  area  have  been  located  either  in  si  reams  or 
canals  or  in  heavily  vegetated  areas  immediately  adjacent  to  waterways 
where  access  by  water  transportation  is  possible. 

(b)  EVALUATION;  Recently,  numerous  caches  have  been  lucat'jd  it- 
open  fields  and  along  dikes  indicating  a  possible  change  in  enemy 
technique.  The  caches  were  normally  buried  in  metal  containers  .md 
were  camouflaged  to  appear  as  an  integral  part  of  the  dike  and  in  most 
instances,  would  not  have  been  discovered  without  the  employniini  of 
mine  sweepers  or  bamboo  or  metal  probes. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  conmanders  at  all  echelons  insure  an 
increased  emphasis  on  the  employment  of  mine  sweepers  and  t!u 
utilization  of  probes.  Further,  that  search  efforts  are  exLendt-d  to 
all  possible  cache  sites  and  are  not  concentrated  along  waterways  and 
areas  of  heavy  vegetation. 
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(a)  03SL  ATION:  GDininand  er-phasis  corrt-inues  on  night 
activities  in  an  attempt  to  interdict  VC  lines  of  infiltration  and 
Communications  and  to  locate,  engage  and  destroy  the  enemy. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  results  of  increased  employment  of  small 
units  for  night  operations  have  been  extremely  favcrrabQ.e,  llie 
follovring  data  for  the' period  2  Inarch  -  27  July  196S  is  submitted 
for  referaice:  VC  Statistics:  number  of  contacts  -  201t  FO^'^’s  - 
13;  KIA  (3C)  -  184;  KIA  (FOSS)  -  89j  captured  weapons  -  67. 

US  statistics:  US  KIA  -  7;  US  ’€A  -  3l. 

(c)  RSCDIIIB'IDATION;  That  commard  emphasis  on  night  operations 
continue  with  the  enploymsnt  of  platoon  aid  squad  size  saturation 
anbushes  and  the  committment  of  roving  patrols  liien  the  terrain, 
visibility  and  enemy  situation  permits. 

(5)  Aerial  reconnaissance  techniques. 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  anall  unit  leaders  vn.th  limited  military 
eiqDcrience  have  a  tendency  to  traverse  planned  patrol  routes  and  to 
circle  ejected  ambush  sites  numerous  times  when  conducting  aerial 
r'.-'onnaissance. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Aerial  reconnaissa:ice  of  patrol  roi±es,  anljsh 
sit  as,  and  probable  areas  of  operations  is  a  definite  asset  to 
coimanders  at  all  echelons.  However,  "over  aerial  rcconnaissar.t.' " 
frequently  "telegraphs"  to  the  enemy  a  unit's  intention.  As  a 
mirdmum,  it  allows  the  enemy  to  vacate  an  area  that  receives 
excessive  attention.  At  worst,  it  alloiA©  the  enemy  to  ambudi  our 
ovn  operations. 

(c)  RSCDM-IEOATIOK:  That  senior  conmanders  encourage  maviim-im 
ae-’ial  recon  training  prior  to  tactical  operat  uns  and  insure  that 
Improper  surveillance  techniques  are  avoided. 

(6)  Unit  Identification  at  night. 

(a)  OBSiERVATTCiJ;  TJlth  comniand  emphasis  on  night  Activities  the  neceSsitji 
of  air  sipport  during  periods  of  limited  visibility  has  increased 
considerably.  Air  support  elonents,  hovrever,  experience  difficulty 

in  orientation  at  night  regarding  the  exact  ground  location  of 
friendly  ground  troops. 

(b)  SV.\LUATION:  Night  air  support  is  enhanced  and  the 
possibility  of  costly  accidents  is  d).lininated  vhen  a  prearranged 
system  is  established  for  markir^  the  exact  position  of  grounl 
forces.  The  Strobelight  has  been  found  to  be  a  most  effective 
device  to  accomodate  such  a  systei  of  ground  to  air  visual  night 
communications, 

(c)  REOOMI-IENDATION;  That  all  units  participating  in  nirlib 
operations  be  equipped  with  strobeli^ts  as  an  identification 
media.  Additional  visual  methods  of  Identification  should  Vo 
readily  available  v^cen  conducting  nig)it  tactical  operations. 

(7)  Night  ambush  preparations. 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  Squad  or  platoon  size  nleht  ambush  patrols 
can  be  more  effectively  executed  if  a  thotpu^  daylif^t  ground 
reconnaissance  of  the  ambush  site  is  accomplished  and  if  the  ambush 
site  is  maintained  under  continuous  observation  prior  to  its 
occupation. 
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(b)  SV/MUATION:  Squad  or  platoon  size  ambush  patrols  have 
been  pennitted  to  sweep  throuj^  a  proposed  ambush  site  during  day¬ 
light  hours  as  an  element  of  a  larger  reconnaissance  in  force 
elanent.  A  small  element  will  remain  in  a  stay  behind  position  in 
a  location  that  affords  good  observation  as  the  sv«.-:p  element  with 
the  remainder  of  the  imbush  team  raovo?  on  to  exit  the  area.  At 

dai-k,  the  ambush  team  vd.ll  rejoin  the  observation  tiLment  and  establish 
its  anbush  position  in  a  known  surrounding.  This  tactic  h.a?  been 
found  to  be  highly  effective  and  can  be  effected  id-thout  com¬ 
promising  the  ambush  site. 

(c)  REODM'iENDATION;  That  the  small  vmit  tactic  described  ab^  ve 
be  considered  for  wider  application  within  Vietnam. 

(fi)  Use  of  artillery  against  bunkers. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  use  of  artillery  against  bunkers  built 
into  the  side  of  dikes  in  rice  paddy  terrain  was  found  to  be  generally 
ineffective.  Well  dug  in  bunker  positions  are  relatively  immune  to 
mass  artillery  vdth  the  exception  of  direct  hits. 

(b)  EVALUATION!  For  bunker  busting  purposes,  it  has  been  found 
uhat  the  air  strike  with  500  or  750  pound  bombs  or  the  direct  firr>  of 
8"  :  cwitzers  provided  the  best  means  of  stand  off  attack.  Hass 
ar+.L.Llery  attack  against  well  bunkered  positions  is  wasteful. 

(c)  RECDMEt'DATIONS:  That  vAien  confronted  by  well  bunkered  cjri- 
tions,  that  air  delivered  500  and  750  pound  bombs  and/or  diroid:.  fl  'O 
8”  guns  be  used  as  the  primary  means  of  stand  off  attack.  If  mass 
artillery  is  to  be  used,  the  air  burst  fuse  (time,  vt)  would  be  the 
most  desirable  type  of  artillery  attack. 

(9)  Use  of  /Oram  mortar. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  effectiveness  of  /Omn  mrtars  on  offensive 
operations  in  j’Jngled  or  rice  paddied  i6.etnam  terrain  is  greater  than 
the  "“•nra  mortars. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  wei^t  of  weapons  and  ammunition  is  the  kev 
cor.  s  id  er  at  ion  viien  oonparing  the  60mm  mortar  to  the  8lmm  mortar  as  the 
direct  support  weapon  in  infantry  offensive  operations  in  .junale  o" 
paddy  emdrenment.  The  weight  of  the  8lm  mortar  and  annurAtion  pro- 
elides  its  being  carried  advancing  troops  moviat  throu.g}-.  i’jnrle  or 
rice  paddy.  The  60rnra  mortar  has  more  utility  in  the  close  range 
combat  which  char  act  e.-izee  most  combat  situations.  It  can  readily 

be  fired  at  close  range  targets  vdthout  the  use  of  the  base  plai  n  and 
bipod.  •  V 

(c)  REODMIIEt’IDATION:  That  the  60nn  nvortar  be  made  available  for 

use  in  lieu  of  the  3lmm  mortar  by  infantry  units  operating  in  'un-  1.)  avT/ 
or  rice  paddy  terrain. 

( 10)  Enemy  enploymeit  of  booby  traps. 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  The  ai  »iy,  now  aware  of  our  reluctance  '■r.  use 
roads  or  trails  Whoi  moving  cross  country  on  foot,  has  latelv  r.hutcd 
the  tactic  of  eo^lacing  booby  traps  25-30  meters  to  the  flanks  of 
such  lines  of  oonaunications. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  US  troops  cautioned  against  moving  cross  country 
on  roads  or  trails,  nevertheloss,  atter^jt  to  guide  their  mnvonent  on 
these  landmarks.  The  enemy,  noting  this,  has  more  frequently  been 
placing  booby  traps  and  mines  at  a  distance  from  these  routes. 
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(c)  R2(X)k. JJDATIOM:  That  increased  onphasls  be  placed  in  training 

ard  supervision  in  the  techniaues  of  cross  country  navigation  that  will 
preclude  the  necessity  to  even  use  trails  ard  roads  as  guiding  devices. 

(11)  Use  of  vAiite  phosphorous  grenades. 

(a)  OBSERViTIOM:  At  numerous  times  smoke  aircraft  or  artilleiy 
smoke  are  not  immediately  available  to  provide  a  screen  to  conceal 
troop  movements  across  open  areas. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  It  has  been  found  that  this  contingency  ;Can  be 
provided  for  mth  little  trouble  by  having  troops  carr;r  -White  phos¬ 
phorous  grenades  equipped  with  a  delay  fuse.  Ibis  device  ©nits 
sufficient  smoke  vhen  used  in  the  proper  numbers  to  provide  smoke  • 
screens  for  the  movement  of  small  units. 

(c)  RECOMMEND  ;TI0N:  That  troops  on  an  operation  vhlch  idll  re-  . 

quire  nKsvement  throu^  opai  areas  carry  white  phosphoro'os  grenades 
equipped  with  delay  fuses  for  use  if  smoke  ships.pr  smoke  artillery 
in  not  immediately  available  in  an  emergency.  '  . 

(12)  Hoad  clearing  and  security  missions. 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  There  are  a  great  number  of.  techniques  and  vaided 
approaches  vhich  must  be  ©nployed  in  the  opening  and  ma-intaining  of 
security  alone  any  main  road. 

(b)  EViMUATION:  T!ie  enemy  is,  after  a  period  of  time,  able  tv 
anticipate  the  actions  of  US  troops  in  nearly  all  operations  if  a 
pattern  develops  in  those  operations.  By  varying  methods  and  anpj.oy- 
ing  new  equipment  and  techniques  the  enemy  is  continually  kept  off 
balance.  His  use  of  resupply  routes  across  these  main  roads  as  well 
as  his  interdiction  efforts  along  the  roads  are  disrupted  to  such  a 
point  that  the  enemy  is  no  longer  able  to  effectively  operate  in  tho  area. 

(c)  RECX)IMEl'O'\TI0N:  That  those  units  involved  in  road  clearing 
and  security  missions  apply  the  follovdng  recommended  techniques 
:^lhen  engaging  in  the  operations: 

j..  Bnploy  scovtt  dogs  with  the  infantry  security  element  vbich  is 
utili.zed  to  secure  the  ml.ne  sweep  teams  as  -the  sweep  of  the  road  is 
conducted  at  ni^t. 

2.  Employ  sniper  teams,  both  at  night  and  during  davlii^it  hours,  B.t 
those  critical  locations  vhere  milling  and  road  block  incidents  normally 
occur. 

■■  '« 

Provide  an  award/incentivo  program  for  those  find  mines 
along  the  road. 

4.  Utilize  drop  off  ambush  patrols  at  critical  areas  vhile  irovi^ig 
along  road  in  night  sweep. 

Fay  pai'ticular  attention  to  organization,  rest  and  retTvation 
of  mine  sweep  teams  accompanying  the  tactical  unit.  Utilize  unit 
personnel  in  OJT  with  the  engineers  swsep  personnel.  This  allo.v’J 
engineer  personnel  to  obtain  relief  during  long  teniious  sweep  operations 
and  unit  personnel  to  become  proficient  in  utilizing  organic  mine 
detec-tors. 

(l3)  Night  convoy  escort /security  missions. 

(a)  ODSERV.'.TION:  The  success  of  night  convoy’s  is  detomlnod  to 
a  great  extent  by  (1)  the  secrecy  of  the  date  and  route  of  the  oonvov 
(2)  the  route  security  provided  combat  forces. 
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(b)  EViMUATlON:  Throu^n  e3q5en.ence  it  has  been  shown  that  niqht 
Convoys  can  enjoy  a  great  degree  of  success  5n  reachin;?  assigned 
destinations  if  there  is  sufficient  route  security  present . 

(c)  REOOID‘lE.''D\TIOri:  That  forces  available  include  U3  tactical 
unit?,  a  convov  security  unit  and  local  HF/FF  forces.  Close  coordiiiation 
vdth  PiVN  personnel  is  suggested.  However  it  is  necessar-''  to  restrict 
dissoaination  of  convoy  information  so  as  to  insure  secrecy.  The 
convoy  security  element  should  be  organized  Td.th  an  advance  rruprd 

that  is  able  to  leap  frog  in  fromt  of  the  moving  convov  into  prearransred 
critical  areas  or  possible  ambush  sites  to  preclude  the  convoy  being 
ambushed.  If  forces  available  allov:,  all  critical  areas  along  convov 
routes  should  be  outposted. 

(14)  Use  of  helicopters  in  OTT 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  A  study  of  assault  helioonter  utilization 

has  reveal-ed  flying  time  is  consumed  in  the  performance  of  non-combat 
missions  which  could  be  accomplished  by  other  available  means  of 
trail  sport  at  ion. 

(b)  EVAIUATION:  The  ready  availability  of  assault  hc^i copters 
in  RVri  has  led  to  the  malpractice  of  using  these  combat  vehicles  for 
udninistrati'.e  type  missions  that  can  be  accomplished  more  economlcalTy 
by  ether  means  of  transportation  (i.e.  Air  Force  in  country  admin¬ 
istrative  air  transport  system,  scheduled  road  convoy,  etc.).  In¬ 
sufficient  planning  and  dissemination  of  the  transport  services 
information  contributes  to  the  danand  for  and  tmpreper  use  of  co-^t'et 
helicopters. 

(c)  RECDI^IENDiTIONS:  That  all  echelons  of  command  review  pro¬ 
cedures  and  policies  concerning  utilization  of  combat  assault  heli¬ 
copters  and  that  transportation  facilities  for  adniinistrative  tra^’  flc 
be  developed  to  preclude  the  demand  for  assault  helicopters  for  tl  is 
Duroose. 

(15)  Frepositioning  of  equipment. 

■  i)  OBSERVATION:  Frepositioning  of  communications  assets  are 
vixal  to  eiqieditious  communications  support. 

(b)  EV.iLUATION:  It  has  been  found  that  the  practice  ri  re¬ 
taining  uncommitted  conmuaiications  equipment  m  a  platoon  or  coinoeny 
motor  park  is  detrimental  to  rapid  response  to  a  comr'ir;ica+icns  re¬ 
quirement.  3y  prepositioning  equipraer*  according  to  enticipr'’'- ed  pools, 
dictated  by  current  inttUi^oncei  reaction  time  to  provide  corjuunicn' ions 
support  is  greatly  reduced.  Chunter  guerrilla  warfare  is  hi-n*v  sir- 
ceptible  to  urgent  communications  requirements  in  diverge  locations  snd 
preposition -/i  equipment  is  the  only  acceptable  solution  for  minimum 
reaction  time,  .^s  an  example,  analysis  of  current  in+eliircncp 
indicated  increased  activity  in  the  SMGOM  area,  ••lovinr  an  un¬ 
committed  AN/MRC-^9  from  DAU  TIE2X1  to  CU  CHI,  a  delav  of  '  l  our.?  o. .’-  ,•  .' 
tim^  was  avoided  the  reruirement  for  another  system  to  the  SUQFN 
area  was  levied  upon  this  battalion. 

(c)  REODHMEJDATION:  That  maximum  effect  be  made  +0  nrep-x  It  .’o’' 
comunications  assets  in  such  a  manner  as  to  reduce  reart.ion  ti  r/  for 
providing  communications  support.  Iso  s>"ould  be  made  of  all  in¬ 
telligence  available  to  the  command. 

(l^)  Power  Hum  on  telephone  circuits. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Power  Hum  is  created  \iien  an  AN^fTC-i  is  used 
to  terminate  telephone  circuits  rout  a  over  pulse  code  rodulation 
muliiplex  eouipoent  usinp  the  CV-t584  ring  foeniency  converter. 
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(b)  EVA.  .TION:  Tlio  CV-158A,  used  cLs  frequency  conver'':,er 

vith  rQ'I  multiplex  equipment,  has  no  provisions;  for  termination  on 
the  loop  side  of  the  hybrid  coil.  This  creates  an  "open  circuit" 
vshich  is  hi/^hly  susceptiblo  to  the  induction  of  hum.  This  situation 
does  not  occur  in  the  frequency  multiplex  syste-’.s  usin?  the  TA-1??? 
ring  freouency  convertor  as  termination  is  applied  in t a? n ally 

to  the  loop  side  of  the  hybrid  coil.  Scternal  loon  termination  cfm 
be  applied  to  the  CV-1 584/^0-1  circuits  by  anplyinff  an  "idle  line 
termination  kit"  to  the  MTC-l. 

(c)  REOO^KErDVnOK:  All  MTC-i  svdtchboards  terminating  circuits 
from  CV-1584  ring  frequency  converters  should  be  modified  vith  idle 
trunk  terminating  network,  FSN  5805-892-l08l  (MT/JD  1  l-5f305-23i4^30/?A, 
dtd  May  6?).  This  kit  applies  a  resister  in  parallel  with  each  line 
to  prevent  open  circuit  hum  induction. 

(17)  Mdnesweep  operations  -  Concealment,  in  water. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  v/ot  season  has  cheated  additional  nrohloms 
for  mlnesweep  operations  in  that  potholes  fill  vAth  water  and  offer 
excellent  concealment  for  mines. 

(b)  EVALUATION!  Evidence  of  road  surface  disturbance  is  often' 
ejv'iinated  by  rainfall  making  surface  detection  impossible.  .AicMt' onall-/ . 
th'  sensitivity  of  mines  employed  vith  anti-lift  and  anti-dl8turh:i.-.ce 
dc’-lces  is  greatly  increased  aa  the  earth  becomes  we!;.  This  aljnw.s 

the  mine  to  settle  viiich  increases  the  sensitivity  of  the  ajiti-Uft/ 
anti  disturbance  device. 

(c)  REQOKlENDATIONs  Potholea  that  a^e  filled  ;Ath  water  should  hr 
Investigated  byi  (i)  hand  exploration  of  the  nothole  for  the  nrosanoo 
of  trip  wires  and  preosure  tjpe  firing  devices  that  may  be  nmtruddn* 
above  the  bottom  of  the  pothole  but  concealed  'yy  wf^ter;  and  (2)  thisi 
using  the  mine  detector  as  in  normal  awoep  operations,  Vowever, 
grjpt  care  should  be  taken  not  to  disturb  a  mine  found  in  wet  eai’th. 

If  reriDval  is  desired,  it  is  Impor-Ttlvo  to  use  a  rope  and  graroling  hook, 

mb)  MLneavreep  operations  -  Cbnrfiand  detonated  nines. 

(a)  03SERV/V;'I0M:  Coranand  detonated  mines  present  a  hazand  to 
mlnesweep  teams  and  their  security.  These  mines  could  be  dcLon.aled 
before  detection  with  a.  mine  detector. 

(b)  EV/iLUATTON;  loint  and  flank  security  must  be  especially 
alert  for  the  presence  of  wires  leading  from  detonated  mines.  Ci-t  the 
wires  when  found  but  be  careful  to  cut  then  separately:  otherwise, 
the  circuit  vjould  be  completed  thus  detonating  the  mine., 

(c)  REODii.SNDATION!  Security  olemaits  for  mine  svicep  tosns,  ' 
should  be  briefed  on  the  procedures  for  disamiiig  connanrl  detonated 
mines  prior  to  a  mission, 

(l9)  Use  of  M4T6  Bridge  balk  ac  floating  ai-nt  boon. 


-.a)  .  OBSERVATION:  The  I!4T6  Bridge  Balk  has  been  affect i’  -Iv  used 
a  floating  mine  boom. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  M;I*T6  balk  can  be  used  effectively  as  a  floatinr 
mdne  boom  on  minor  bodies  of  water  with  currmt  leas  thm  5  feet  psr 
second.  In  current  greater  than  5  fact  per  second,  M4T6  balk  Vnms 
over  200  feet  cannot  be  closed  vith  27  ft  bridge  erection  boats. 

(c)  R.EC0.A.3JDATI0I’:  This  device  should  be  constructed  cither  on 
shore  O’*  near  sLiore  anti  then  pullod  into  place  utilizing  boats.  If 
there  is  river  traffic,  .an  ooening  sufficiont  to  .accomodate  this  traffic 
should  be  provided.  Tactical  alonents  covering  the  boon  with  fire  must 
bo  cautioned  not  to  shoot  directly  at  the  boon.  Some  boon  sections 
h^ve  been  sunk  due  to  friendly  fire. 
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(20)  Airlifting  K4".'6  Dry  Span. 

(a)  OBS'SVMION:  Careful  planning  is  reDuirtrl  for  riiss.Lons  in 
viiich  a  34T4>  ciry  span  will  be  airlift, eJ. 

(b)  EV,\LUATION:  Airlifting  of  fully  assembled  irv  sp-^ns  vnth 
CH-47's  and  or  Gt-54’s  can  provide  instant  bridges  in  inaccers^bio 
areas.  In  tests  of  specially  configured  spans  ap-nroachin-  nr-dmun 
aircraft  load,  it  was  found  that  the  effective  vreight  on  the  aircrofi 
was  25  -  yyt  more  than  the  actual  weight  of  the  bridge.  This  increase 
in  effective  weight  is  apparently  due  to  the  drag  of  the  larg  ?  f 1  at 
bridge  area. 

(c)  !^SOD^.I^.Ei’X)^TION:  Allowances  raust  be  made  in  mission  planning 
for  this  increase  in  weight. 

C.  Training. 

(1)  nigging  for  helicopter  sling  loads. 

(a)  onSEIlVATIOM:  Personnel  vhose  duties  include  prop^'r-inr 
supplies  and  material  for  airlift  by  helicopter  should  be  t.’oine^  ;  n 
the  proper  methods  of  creating  aerodynamically  stable  louls. 

(b)  EVALUATION;  lfi.th  the  increasing  use  of  logi-stical  holi- 
CO]  or  airlift,  a  definite  need  for  qualified  rinring  porso’inel  l.-.r. 
be  n  indicateLi.  An  average  of  7  Chincok  loads  each  day  arc  pre^.a^od 
for  airlift  by  members  of  this  battalion.  Improper  rigging  sorio':  ly 
increases  the  renuired  fli^t  time  per  sortie  due  to  excessive  joid 
"swing".  Proper  rigging  creates  an  aerodynamically  stable  load  v'  h 
less  swing.  This  allows  higher  aircraft  speed  and  reduced  re-suM,iv 
time, 

(c)  HEODIItiENDATION:  Tnat  all  units  utili^.ing  h*iIioopter  airli  tt 
of  supplies  arrange  with  the  supporting  nd.icorter  unit  for  train! nr, 
of  personnel  rigging  loads  for  airlift. 

D.  Intelligence. 

(1)  Order  of  battle  files. 

(a)  C3SERVATI0N:  /vn  efficient  S'^'stem  for  recording  itv'ormstir.r. 
on  enemy  units  operating  in  the  TAOI  «as  nedod. 

(b)  ir/ALU'iTION;  The  OD  section  found  the  use  of  5"x3"  c''ris 
s-'.'stem  extremely  valuable  in  rocor'ling  infoTTnation  on  enemy  unitr. 
Although  the  09  workbook  provides  an  adequate  means  for  the  cc ■'Section 
of  data  on  enemy  units,  it  becomes  cumbersome  if  an  attempt  is  m'de 

to  start  files  on  every  unit  which  is  reported  as  being  nreaent  in 
or  near  the  TAOI.  Purthemore,  there  are  many  unfamiliar  units 
which  are  roporte<^  by  a/'«its  or  idoitified  in  docun -T.t.s.  A  f'-'r!  le 
system  provides  an  effective  moans  to  maintain  records  or.  !  lu'sc  un.l 
Vhen  a  now  unit  is  ddacovered,  the  information  is  tyc^  -.'i  -t  1  rnre  . 
v«i3  ch  is  filed  in  numerical  order,  ’^hen  enough  infornati'-..  is  rolleidi  l 
the  unit  is  entered  in  the  03  woidcbook.  The  advanta-'iiS  of  l.hir> 
system  are  as  follows: 

(1)  Units  renortod  by  agents  can  bo  readily  tram’ . 

(2)  Mew  units  can  be  fileil  pending  further  irf''mnlior. . 

(3)  Infiltration  groups  can  be  recorded  w^.cn  ^hi*y  first  ippcar  vid 
prior  to  knowledge  of  the  enemy  unit  to  which  they  ire  a%T'  tyied. 

(4)  Biemy  units  in  adjacert  T.iOI ’s  can  be  recorded  without  the  read 
for  a  workbook. 

(5)  The  file  is  more  durable  and  more  flexib]g  th-u.  a  erhbook. 

(c)  REOOMMEM)iTIOM;  It  is  recomenJed  th.at  t!  >  file  be  c.’»nsider(d 
by  other  03  sections  operating  in  an  unoonvmtlomJ  ••nvlromont, 
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(2)  Aerial  Photo.sraphy. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  A  nore  efficient  systan  was  needed  to  assist  the 
Forward  /dr  Cbntrollers  (FAC’s)  In  locating  enony  targets. 

(b)  EVALUATION-  The  II  Section,  25th  MID  Initiated  a  prograa  in 
vhich  targets  are  located  thr-ough  photo  interpretation  means  arri 
then  suanitted  to  the  Forward  Air  Controllers  to  he  verified. 

If  targets  are  good  they  are  destroyed.  Prior  to  submission  to  the 
FAC’s,  the  targets  are  annotated  on  photography,  describing  the  tarsret 
and  giving  the  coordinate  of  the  general  area.  This  method  is  very  • 
helpful  to  the  FAC’s  in  precisely  locating  targets  and  afflrninf?  that 
there  is  a  higjrer  percentage  of  targets  destroyed  and  a  more  efficient 
use  of  ordnance. 

(c)  REODlli.iMDATlON;  This  S3»’sttn  be  adapted  throujjiout  South  Vietnam 
by  US  and  Ain  rd  Forces. 

(3)  Visual  reconnaissance  tedininues. 

(i)  OBSERVATION:  Aerial  observation, in  the  past  has  been  dons  in 
general  patterns  over  the  vhole  tactical  area  of  interest.  This 
gave  an  overall  pictiare  of  ma.jor  eneny  tnovenents  that  night  have  h,oen 
occn-ing. 

(b)  SV/dUATlON:  Reconnaissance  of  smaller  sections  of  tho  •  i  rain 
load  to  increased  sighting?  of  enemy  activity.  Incorporated  into 
thjr-  system  at  the  presort  time  is  the  reconnaissance  of  specific 
targets  received  from  other  intelligence  sources  for  verification. 

This  enables  the  aircraft  to  fly  directly  to  a  sector  of  our  area  of 
interest  and  search  out  enemy  activity. 

(a)  RECOliEND'TION:  A  greater  percentage  of  tho  allotted  f  15  cht 
time  should  be  used  in  verif-:lng  and  sear^’-hing  cut  specific  tarrc's. 

[i ;  Counterintelligence  support  of  tactical  operations. 

(a)  O’JSSaVITTON:  There  is  a  need  for  increased  partidnation  of 
d  agent  personnel  in  tactical  operations  mounted  against  couil.er- 
int diligence  targets. 

(b)  EV;XUATI0N:  (i)  Tactical  operations  conduct od  by  the  25th 
Infantry  Division  in  response  to  information  developed  on  specific 
oour.terintelligance  targets  have  sharply  increased  between  1  Vav  and 
31  Xily  1968.  While  generally  cadte  successful,  there  have  baen 
instances  where  these  operations  failed  to  fullv  exnloit  the  full 
intolUgence  potential  of  these  targets,  'Such  lees-thfvi-tot.al. 
successes  have  usually  been  the  result  of  (l)  the  tactical  element’s 
preoccupation  with  the  military  tasks  A  hand,  ard/or  (2)’  a  failure 
t-i  fully  mderstand  tho  intelligence  objective  of  the  mission. 

■'2)  It  is  obvious  that  the  tactical  oonnander  given  the  nisvlon  of 
neutralising  a  count erintelli gen ce  target  must  retain  his  prrroc.-^lve 
of  detemining  how  best  to  perfom  his  mission,  and  thit  tho  t;^.tical 
situation  may  rerrJire  him  to  sacrifice  long -ran  w  potonti.‘*l,fo:* 
i.:mediate  tactical  gain.  It  is  most  inportent,  thtrofore,  th*t 
military  Intelligence  bo  aHovmd  every  opportunity  tc  make  fiU-Iy 
uvAtrstcocl  tho  sroclfic  intclli'-oncc  goals  of  the  mission. 

(c)  R2QDM!2?DATI0NS;  It  is  rocoonoided  that  Q  aront  peraonnol 
assi^ed  to  USTRV  tactical  elenmts  be  ellowed  to  rlsv  a  larf^or  role  in 
th<*  ictual  conduct  of  tactical  opor-d-ions  mounted  arrdnst  counter- 
inlelli.genoa  targets.  Such  participation  can  rmce  from  a  pre¬ 
departure  InLelldgenoe  briefing  and  subseouent  debriefliv^  of  the 
tactical  element,  to  the  agent's  actual  on-the-erourtd  aov«ra(^  of 

the  ta-"get  with  the  unit.  This  sort  of  aggreseive  pettidpation  bv 
(3  agfcits  is  abaolutoly  necessary  to  madnite  the  ewloltatlon  of 
count erirlelligenee  targets. 
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Screening  of  captured  enemy  documents. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Rapid  screening  of  captured  enemy  documents  by 
capturing  unit  can  reveal  information  of  immediate  intelligence  value. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  overall  value  and  intelligence  value  if 
a  batch  of  captured  enemy  documents  may  be  quickly  detern.ine-d  in 
many  cases  by  immediate  rapid  screening  for  and  recording  of  units, 
codes,  letter  box  numbers  and  dates.  Of  particular  importance  is 
the  currency  of  the  documents  (i.e.  recent  dates)  and  especially  t hi; 
frequency  with  which  unit  designations  and  codes  appear.  Normally, 
also,  documents  containing  any  papers  relating  to  signal,  radio,  SOI, 
or  general  communications  topics  as  well  as  sketch  maps  or  oveilavs 
merit  special  attention  and  immediate  exploitation. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  It  is  recommended  that  field  screening 
personnel  concentrate  their  Initial  efforts  on  items  of  the 
categories  mentioned.  Expeditious  evaluation  at  place  of  cupturi- 
can  often  result,  in  unit  identifications  being  made  and/or  more 
rapid  dissemination  of  Intelligence  information  gathered. 

(6)  Screening  of  groups  of  detainees. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  When  large  groups  of  detainees  ari'  .tirgrilKud  d 
during  cordon  and  search  or  similar  operations,  they  general!' 
produce  overall  unproductive  interrogation  results  usual  1\  !>.  , n,;..  of 
lack  of  proper  discretion  in  Initially  telecting  those  le  ho 
detained  and  evacuated. 

(b)  EVAULATION:  Normally,  the  best  method  of  singling  out  polinti.il 
good  sources  or  suspects  is  to  bring  in  only  those  who  have  some¬ 
thing  definitely  incriminating  about  the‘tr  activity  at  time  I'f  capturt'; 
for  example,  those*  who  were  running  iway,  hiding,  lacked  ID  cards. 

or  were  of  draft  age  yet  not  in  the  military  service.  Anvoii.-  .  !  ••. 
even  if  they  do,  in  fact  possess  knowledge  of  enmiv  activities,  lmh 
not  usually  be  inclined  to  reveal  what  Information  llu  y  have. 

(c)  RECUMME^DATTON:  Unless  a  specific  suspii  iot.s  ,u  l  cat 
assessed  against  a  certain  individual  during  an  opt  ratioi.  d  m  l  br.a.' 
him  in  for  Intelligence  exploltlation  purposes  for  the  interrogat  or  li.i.> 
no  information  or  starting  point  from  which  to  question  the  deiainte, 

A  large  number  of  suspects  in  itself  does  not  by  any  means  iirplv 
that  useful  results  will  be  produced.  On  the  contrary,  it 
presents  just  that  much  mere  of  a  burden  and  handicap  to  ih<  scr 
agent  who  is  faced  with  the  problem  of  evaluating  del-ainees  wit!: 
no  first-hand  knowledge  of  their  circumstances  of  capture. 

(7)  Airborne  personnel  detector. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  In  the  past  personnel  detector  missions  have  lieen 
conducted  without  a  sound  method  of  dete mining  the  validity  of 

enemy  locations. 

(b)  fcA'Al.UATlON;  Using  the  old  system  of  target  local  it  n  Lemi.-l.  ti 
reliance  was  placed  on  the  experience  level  of  tin  I'pi  rali  r.  he 
operator  observed  the  deflection  variation  of  the  two  gauges  en  ih< 
instrument.  The  operator  would  than  decide  as  lo  iS-  possibilltv  ef 

a  maximum  or  minimum  classification  of  the  target  readiiu. .  Thi;. 
variation  of  operator  e-.cpericncc  product-d  Inconsist  er.i  c  l.ts;  i  t  I  oat  j .  i;  . . 

The  airborne  detector  Is  designed  to  provide  proport ii  ivd 
readings  in  the  amount  of  ammonia  and  condensal io:)  nuclei  in  the 
atmo.sphere.  Ammonia  readings  indicate  emissions  of  amminia,  . m  of  tin- 
materials  found  useful  for  the  detection  of  humans,  as  it  is  !  - 
product  of  human  metabolism.  Condensation  nuclei  (CN)  readino'.  are 
selectively  measured,  and  are  the  prt>duct  of  any  conb\ist1.n  such  .is 
fuel,  tobacco  and  explosives.  Many  CN  arc  produced  b*.  nan'.;  aitlvit-. 
md  therefore  can  be  used  to  detect  his  presence. 
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To  take  naxim\jn  advantage  of  the  instrument  capability i  a 
representative  value  for  readin.gs  taken  from  the  gauges  was  established. 
The  value  of  15  milli  emperes  was  assigned  to  account  for  background 
that  the  instrument  will  pick  U’^  from  the  crew  md  atmosphere.  Ml 
readings  between  40  and  70  milli  amperes  were  considered  minimum 
readings.  Further  all  reading  between  30  and  100  milli  amperes 
were  recorded  as  maximum.  Considering  the  possible  combinations 
the  following  classifications  and  priorities  were  assigned. 

A  -  readi.igs  represent  a  reading  between  80  and  lOO  on  both  the  a'-nonla 
mode  and  the  oonciensation  nuclei  mode. 

3  -  readings  represent  readings  on  both  modes  bet. ween  40  ani  79 
ci.Ui  amperes. 

C  -  readings  represent  only  the  amnonia  node  between  8D  -  100. 

D  -  readings  represent  only  the  ammonia  mode  botweerj  40  -  79. 

2,-  readings  represent  the  condensation  nuclei  node  between  80 
and  100  milli  amperes. 

I*  -  readings  represerit  the  condensation  nuclei  mode  between  40  «nd 
79  milli  amperes. 

The  uricrjty  of  attack  waa  based  on  the  strength  of  the  readings. 

Tb  : -jfore  priority  would  be  Ai  C,  E,  B,  D,  and  F.  This  method 
pi-;.'  .ies  the  tactical  covmander  with  varjlng  de/rrees  of  validity 
re -i-. -ding  plots  as  well  as  a  more  exact  determination  of  target 
Fr7.jrit'\ 

(c)  RECDMl-iS'IDATTCN:  Tnat  tliis  procedure  bo  disseninatcc  tc  o'!  her 
divisions  for  their  consideration. 

(8)  Intdligenco  throuih  civic  action. 

(a)  0ns7ILV;.Tl0N:  In  t’-e  riurse  of  mediev.  civic  action  ^ro^ra•^ 
(ir.DCAi )  and  other  civic  action  projects,  Vietnamese  often  provide 
im\..  iaation  relative  to  enemy  presence ,  booby  traps,  weanons  ard 
supply  caches. 

(b)  EV.ILUATIOM :  Information  received  from  Vietnamese  civl?.ims 
d-’ring  and  aubsecuent  to  civic  action  projr.Tis  has  been  diecked  out 
an.l  found  to  be  hif^ily  creditable  and  reliable  in  «  hlid'  percentage 
of  the  instances. 

(c)  libXMiiEJD.ITION:  Every  effort  be  made  to  exp3.oit  the 
intolligenco  value  of  civic  action  progrins  by  aasisping  trained 
intelligence  personnel  tc  civic  action  teams  formed  to  cxcc'rt.o  a 
civic  action  ppoff'm. 

E.  Logistics. 

(l)  TCE  .and  irTOE  ch-mges. 

(a)  03SL1VATI07;  Consolidation  of  TOE  and  mOE  ch.aruree  'nto 
one  document  is  necessary  for  ease  of  use  -m<\  accuracy.  Iv.  i‘. 
ospecinlly  necetrary  to  provide  unit  oo.mnanders  with  ronsc  lU- a*  cd 
documrnts  because  this  affects  unit  organisation  and  e.ployncrit 
as  well  as  property  accountability, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  numerous  ard  lengthy  chang-ss  to  T0’!‘’s 
and  irroE'a  couple!  with  the  Qor.stant  turn-ovor  of  npoperty  book 
officers  has  n«ie  it  difficult  to  reeoncillate  property  books, 
determine  eoccess,  and  recognize  shortages.  The  cross  checking 
involved  at  unit  level  upon  rw:eipt  of  ead\  new  document  easily  leads 
to  errors. 

(c)  HBOOIJ'lUIO.'.nON:  That  TOE's  and  ITOE'a  which  effect  numerous 
major  changes  be  publi^cd  at  all  inclusive  doemoats. 
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(2)  Operation  of  Divi.sion  ASl'. 

(cl)  ODSIjIVATION:  Division  run  base  \  ■<no  iSi ’s  cannot  be  nrtna^o.i 
properly  vdthout  an  aurfriont ation  of  iX)S  qua.lifieri  personnel. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  TJhile  divi^on  base  canp  AST'  s  are  on  ional 

necessity  nrd  have  to  date  adequately  fulfilled  tacti unit  rc- 
qui.renents,  the  proper  nanagement  of  the  AST's  cannot  be  caaon’'lishc?i 
under  the  existing  division  TOE.  The  la.c!<  of  Qualified  nlist.e' 
personnel  r^altes  it  difficult  to  accortplidi  the  accurate  accountiru 
pirocedures  required.  Tiie  lack  of  hinders  prooor  stark-ve  •val 
stock  rotation. 

(r)  REOOhi;E>OATION:  The  operation  of  the  division  'SP  bour'-J 
a  function  cf  1st  Log  Cb-ol  or  that  norsonnel  vdth  the  requisite 
skjJJs  be  provi.ded  the  division  an  augnentation. 

v3)  r reparation  of  the  Arny  Equiment  Status  Report  (AR 

(a)  ODfiEnV.ATION:  Througn  experience  it  vpis  learned  th''*  ■  '  e 
ac^-ur  ce  o.npletion  of  the  Arr-.y  Equipment  Status  Reoort  can 
accor'.plicred  only  at  a  cmtralizod  location  ^aad  under  oxnert  ui  la-  ; 

'  '■>)  ilVMiI.ATIOM:  The  nreparation  of  this  report  'S  uni',  level 
c.a.i  tines  load  to  an  incorrect  interpretation  of  tbo  regvilatir-! 

•  ing  in  a  lack  of  quality  control  aal  statr-ards.  brin  •'b.o 
no  .  .  of  June,  the  report  was  prepared  under  ti..^  .guidance  o'"  'L- 
t.'as  aat  for  the  first  tine  acciwate  results  obt.ninel. 

incidental  benefit  was  gained  throu^  the  correction  of  orr’-'.'-; 
books  to  correspond  with  the  Amy  Eouip.ient  StaLas  Ro-rort  ar.  ••’r,.  vu 

(c)  PiECDi lE'DATlON:  Tnat  the  Army  Enidpnsi't  Status  Reoovi-  be 
prepared  at  a  central  location  under  the  guidaici  of  a  division  t  . 

(a'  Supply  .actions  at  oonoon;.’’  and  I'att-’lii  .i  rv.'l. 

.)  O'ASERV TION;  iosi1i/u  sUj^ply  action  -cd  ol  nnin-'^  in  i<  a.' 

'1  company  and  battalion  level  by  the  short.->f^*s  of  MOS 

pwrsonne] . 

( '))  I'V-liU'iTION:  During  the  nant  quarter,  tb.ore  lu'S  been  o 
dcrease  in  the  effectiveness  of  {xinpany  and  b.-iti  alion  su'"']-- 
cocr^tior.s  .as  a  result  of  a  shortage  of  cuolified  MOl'n.  .am'  ,t  .U-'.-  ' 
mo.-'..  Unit  sipr.Ty,  PLl  and  proper:y  .account .ability  hav;  ?  ';,od 

because  the  few  qualified  personnel  .available  have  f.:  c  .<1  i*  -irv 

to  perforn  a  nultiturio  of  duties  in  order  to  nert  ninbi’r  jperati- uni 
rooui.renents.  This  problm  becanc  olrvious  throu^^  t.in  discovery  rf 
a  Tkotahle  increase  of  edninistr alive  errors  durinr  AfU'r.  an  ^  (WI 's. 

c)  RECOMMUDATIOR*.  Th.at  increased  enrhasin  b  -iv  n  tf' 
providing  IjOI  oualified  su-'clv  rerso’  nol.  That  US'nA'  eive  oavr  hL.,-''  on 
to  entablishini;  a  fornnl  training  course  fo:*  unit  su;  -.!-  r.  •  .nt  s 
aixl  others  who  have  a  ueed  for  sunply  NOS  traiiring. 

('>}  ihe  iO,fXX)  gallon  bladder- 

(a)  OR-GETiV  .TION:  The  i0,000  gallon  bladder  has  been  a  constant 
problea.  Afcer  eight  to  ten  norths  use  in  this  envA.  n.i  :  ;.;t .  th- 
blalder  begins  to  split  at  the  s  'ans. 

(b)  EV.ALU'.TIC N:  It  has  boon  deterninod  t^'l  b"  f.ilTir.r  tht 
iCgjX  gallon  blMder  with  a  naxi'^un  of  0,000  callous  th>  r:‘'^l'T\ 
of  Sean  splitting  is  'jeatly  re<iuc«t  ar.«*  tlie  life  of  t'  u  hi  • ’dcr  is 
prolonged. 

(c)  RRODM  ^in.ATlCN:  That  a  la.axtrju’  of  8,0"^  gallons  be  or* - 
•ablished  for  tho  10,000  -allon  bladder. 
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(6)  Ml09  witzer. 


CONFIDFNTIAl 


(a)  OBSEPlV/.TION:  Kaintenance  prcblms  have  beoi  experienced 
during  the  period  of  this  r^ort  with  bjill,  cab  race  ring  roller 
bearings  and  hellical  conqsression  springs  wea’^ing  out  excess! velv 
on  the  I1 109  howitzer  SF  due  to  a  lack  of  lubrication. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  A  check  of  the  lubrication  order  showed  that 
there  were  no  instructions  to  lubricate  the  cab  race  ring  and  no  grease 
fittings  ' through  whidi  lubrication  could  be  accomplis’''ed.  B;/  removine 
three  pipe  plugs  and  replacing  same  litli  grease  fittings,  it  vras 
found  that  the  bearings  could  be  luVicated.  A  message  was  sert  to 
the  Automotive  Tank  Cbninand  (ATAC),  Amy  Material  Cbnmand  explaining 

I  the  problem  and  the  deterained  solution  thereto.  Ihis  headouarters 
was  subsequently  advised  to  take  the  suggested  corrective  action. 
Accordingly,  instructions  were  given  to  all  subordinate  mits  to  replace 
the  three  pipe  plugs  with  appropriate  grease  fit tipgs  and  lubricate 
with  GM  at  least  once  a  week  liien  traversing  the  turret.  The  problem 
of  early  bearing  failure  has  been  noticeably  reduced, 

(c)  REOOIIMEI'DATION;  That  the  corrective  action  referrenced 
above  be  published  as  a  MVD  to  the  1I109  howitzer  SP. 

(7)  Bomb  rack,  F3N.  1095-141-9328,  for  UH-iC  helicopter. 

(a)  03SSRVATTOI1;  It  has  beai  found  that  after  apnpoximatelv 
25  hours  of  flying  time  the  bomb  rack  for  the  IT-’-lC  i*jill  start  t'> 
malfunction  because  of  dust  buLld-up  in  the  connection  wells  viher-e  the 
rocker  pod  connects  to  the  bomb  rack. 

(b)  EV.'iLUATION:  It  has  been  the  experience  within  this  mit  that 
the  situation  outlined  above  c?u  best  be  rectified  by  changing  the 
bomb  racks  during  intermediate  inspection. 

(c)  RE00..1ISI'DATION:  That  the  situation  as  outlined  above  be 
studied  at  higher  level  to  detern’ine  the  best  and  most  economical 
solution  to  the  problem. 

(8)  Crossover  drive  for  the  K5r-28  Armammt  sub-system,  I'3N 
IO90-B26-5342 ,  on  the  AH-1G  helicopter* 

(a)  03SERV;TI0!I;  The  crossover  drive  for  the  XM-28  does  not 

■  function  more  than  15-20  hours  without  shearing  the  nin  on  the  roller 
of  the  assembly,  F3N  1090-077-2087. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  There  have  been  repeated  failures  of  the  amament 
suB-eystom,  XM-28  on  the  AH-iG  helicopter  due  to  the  shearing  of  the 
pin  on  the  roller  of  the  assembly,  F3N  1090-077-2087.  Most  failures 
have  occured  between  15-20  hours  of  use.  The  only  solution  to  the 
problem  appears  to  be  the  fabrication  of  a  pin  from  stronger  materiel. 

(c)  REX.alSNDATION:  That  hi^er  level  agencies  investigate  the 
problem  as  cited  and  determine  if  a  pin  of  stronger  materi.Tl  cm:  be 
provided. 

(9)  Premature  failure  of  hydraulic  servos,  P5N  if>80-87?-M4l  > 
on  lH-1  and  AH-iG  helicopters. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  There  have  been  numerous  Instances  of  premature 
failure  of  hydraulic  servos,  FSN  i480-872-i l4l,  on  Ul-1  and  AH-lO 
helicopters  in  recent  months. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Investigation  of  these  ''allures  has  revealed  that 
numerous  servos  have  improper  toroue  place  on  the  servo  by  the  re¬ 
building  or  the  manufacturing  organization. 
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(c)  RECCj‘2'?lfDATIOM:  Th?it  tmits  installing  the  hydraulic  cr.ntroT 
servos  take  special  care  to  check  the  to  roue  of  the  "''lar':  nut" 
during  the  installation  phase  and  tint  corrective  adiustiTents  he  -i-rle 
as  necessary.  | 

( 10)  Fylon  transducers,  FSM  '62  5-^39-032^  >  for  helicon  tors .  | 

(a)  OBSERVinON:  The  pylon  transducers,  FSIJ  6^25-330-0306  .  | 

for  the  AH-1G  become  dirtj''  after  50-100  hours  of  ope’-'ction  'I'-'d  cauno  | 

erratic  operation  in  the  roll  channel  of  the  S.A.S,  | 

5 

(b)  EVALUATION:  It  has  been  learned  that  i/hen  the  transduc  ;r  .  "  i 

replaced  that  it  can  be  covered  aitirely  vith.  nlastics  or  a-v  ;; 

suitable  shielding  material  to  nrovide  protection  fro”'  di’d  ,  -’ar  ;', 

etc,  entering  the  inside  of  the  transducer.  This  field  ercse hifui  h' s 
proven  hi^ly  effective. 

(c)  rtSCDlliB'D '.TION:  Tliat  th.e  above  field  exnedient  b<;  c.-' 'isi  isred 
by  other  units  experiencing  similar  problons  vith  malfunctioninfr 
transducers. 

( 11)  H  'ging  the  tail  rotor  of  the  U“-iD/H. 

(a.)  033SRVATI0N;  Tiae  required  to  rig  the  tail  rotor  f  t''e 
UI!"  h/H  can  be  reduced  from  three  hours  to  one  hour  by  rir'-tin-j 
left  pedal  first. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Til  55-1520-210-20  prescribes  that  in  rie'ip.'  ■  I ' 
tail  rotor  of  the  UH-lD/H  the  right  pedal  be  ripped  first,  in  uo  i’-'- 
this  it  vra.s  determined  that  the  control  quill  "‘nside  the  pe'T'x'r. 
became  disengaged  from  the  splines  and  that  three  'tou’s  were  re  -i..  . 
to  restore  the  equipment  to  its  proper  condition.  It  was  Irapio.  th'^t 
this  situation  did  not  occur  vhen  the  left  pedal  was  ri.Tryid  first 

and  that  the  entire  operation  could  be  executed  in  a  maxinr.  c  n:.^ 
hour.  This  information  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ari.y  Nat  •;  1 
Cbrnr.and  on  a  DA  Form  2028  and  the  improved  procaluro  Las  ■  >  srU. 
sequently  approved. 

(c)  RECDMIEiOATION:  Tliat  all  aircraft  mai Titena'cv  .v 
advised  of  this  pending  change  of  the  Tl*. 

(12)  Failure  of  ”J"  ring,  hydraulic  valve,  FSM  l<50-9M-'7l.’.o, 
n;  A255-C-2,  on  UH-  ,  helicopter. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  failure  of  the  "0"  ring,  Fff'  3, 

FI  ,  IIS  28775-011  of  the  hydraulic  vplve  has  been  a  con 't  <  r  N  . 

(b)  EVALUATION:  It  was  learned  chat  the  ’’O”  ring  i«r;a  hein  • 

damagod  resulting  in  the  loss  of  hviraulic  fluid  and  on  occrao^wis 
coinplete  loss  of  aircraft  hj.'dra’jlics.  It  -■hs  dlscovere !  iy  ,  ■ 

damage  to  the  "0"  ring  occur ed  as  the  "O”  rinc  ’-ns  h/r  r  -  r  -'.I  , 

’xjlt  FM  20f'O76-l7A-1  before  installation  of  t'je  vilv  ', 
eLi. dnate  this  p-'oblem  this  unit  covers  the  threads  n*'  t]:t  Vij!  >•3*.' 
plastic  tape  <and  dips  the  "0"  ring  in  clean  hydrranlic  flni  : .  '''i  -3 

prevents  the  "0”  ring  from  being  nicked  by  the  threads  v3'.  ■t,  -,  .-.., 

installed  6n  the  bolt.  This  procedure  has  been  successful  oti  ”"*■ 
type  of  "0"  ring,  that  must  be  installed  over  sharp  suffaev. . 

S[R  on  this  procedure  has  been  subaittod. 

(c)  RSOOi'illEIDATION:  That  tho  above  procedure  h-  dissi-^i  n->t 
fo"  the  consideration  of  other  units  responsible  for  ai  rerv't  rv.'-'in- 
tenance  that  may  have  encountered  sii.iilar  problems  v' t’r  ri  -;  • 
failure. 
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(13)  'Cked  fuel  Ccj.i  . 

(a)  OPSERVATIC^:  Mill's  develor.  an  cxceur-ivo  number  of  ci' .cked 
fuel  colic  while  participetinR  in  ror-’  clc.uriT  ,;  operations  ..s  o  Aaroct 
rcuult  of  the  high  speed  of  movement, 

(b)  .VALUATION!  A  noted  difference  exists  in  the  number  of 
cracked  luol  cells  occur ing  to  Mill’s  p=;r tic:. eating  in  road  cle;..ring 
operations  over  tl'ose  conducting  norrvl  trcticrl  oporations, 

(c)  ’dJiCOMfr’il'iDAVION:  Tho  10.11  should  bt  driven  12-15  miles  or 
hour.  Tree vehicle  i\iel  cells  should  not  be  ■‘’illed  to  capccitv  to 
facilitate  expansion, 

F,  Organization.  Hone 


G,  Other. 

(1)  Use  of  hSYOP/)’F,DCAP  Projects  in  conj .'net' u.i  with  cordon  and 
search  operations, 

(a)  OdSIOIVATION:  Tho  use  of  PSYOP/M'^DCAP  projects  in  conj'vnc  : lor 
with  -.ordon  and  search  operations  within  Vletnemecci  villages  dons  r 
gro'  deal  to  explain  to  the  villagers  the  rotsnn  ler  tho  Irtru  ion 
and  to  sooth  over  ruffled  feelings  the  people  may  lave  as  a  rc;-ivlc  c^ 
tl...  operation, 

(b)  JiT/ALUATIONt  The  ut;.lizatlon  of  pSj»oholog  ]cal  opera  Men 
teams  and  medj.crl  civic  actic.n  teens  in  a  villagt  ^hal  has  just  bfrn 
cordoned  and  searched,  has  been  vcrj»-  effective .  The  P3Y0PS  team 
explain  to  tho  villagers  tho  reason  for  the  cc-don  and  Barren  a:  i 
th?  resultant  'presence  ’.rithir  tholr  villi  .go  of  soldlorr.  T!.-'  ff-'ICA/ 
to.'.n  provides  the  vlll.agers  medical  care  in  such  a  way  to  rrEocia  »' 
tho  t'’srtment  directly  with  the  action  of  the  ".'.id.'.rs  movii-'j  thrffi" 
thvi;  village.  This  coordb^rtod  effort  has  dorn  louoh  to  al'.' .’.v iaL s  f  t 
ohj^.'■:tioi)S  of  tho  local  vlli.oigers  to  the  military  operations  ..n  uhc'r 

nses. 

(c)  ilTiCOItEHDATIONS;  That  every  effort  bo  made  to  conduct 
psychological  operations,  civic  action  and  otbor  beneficial  activities 
ir]  direct  coordination  with  combat  operations  so  that  innocent 
civilians  can  make  a  distinct  association  between  them. 


FCE  THE  COICViraER: 


7  IncloBuras  -  ull  Incloiurei  w/d,.  j.,  R,  P’lclWuL  JR. 

Colonel,  CE 
Acting  Chief  of  Staff 


— Ti\B  C-  Pivi*4et^-&ip{)ei^- 

Sigiwl  Pattoi. . 

^ — TAJi  lit  Cewboi  Aiftor  Aaiiien  aeiiort"»-4>'V,r  it*rh.:Lio  Z ) 

4.  T/iJ-y-  and  Csmbat  Aet^e*  Report - -I) 

>1 — TAB  Q»  3^4  Brigade  Cembet  nf^Br  -m>4iea  rtepor%  -  TOiW  -'iHAiKi - 1  *  * n-ioe  1 5 


Rq,  DA 
■  m  .P--8gt  ^lafaftUy- 

^4  jMft  Ai  T  A  M  T  ft 
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A'/iiOC-nST  (1  Aug  63)  2d  Ind  (C)  I'AJ.  K]lngr:\in/ds/:’ -  V  /u  "3 

Operational  ueport  of  the  25th  Infantry  ^vision  for  Peri  •  d 
"hding  31  July  196^=^,  KCS  OSFOR  -  65  (-11) . 


•irWTARTIlRS,  UIGTtJ 


APIIY,  VltTmi,  APO  Oan  Francisco  -vr  ^  2  OCT  19B8- 


TO:  Co’nmander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATT^i  •  OPOr--..^, 

AFO  0655P 

T  .•  (U) .  ITiis  headquarters  has  revie\fed  the  Operational  Pepr r+ -Lessor;" 
Learned  .for  the  quarterly  period  ending  33  July  1963  from  t'dadquarterr, 

25th  infantry  Division. 

2.  .(C)  Jo^aaents  follow:  . 

a.  Peferencr  item  concerning  dep3.o:,'meni  of  bandsrner.  t-;  32, 

.nra'^ranh  2,  AO):  Concur.  This  is  a  matter  ef  cohcern  for  ^iit.er 
’■eadqriarters. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  field  hygiene,  page  '^3,  paragraph  2, 

A(2):  Concur,  The  unit  will  be  advised  to  request  a  change  to  CTA 

c.  l.eferencc  iter,  ccncerning  power ‘hu**:  on  telephone  circuits,  pi.gc 
3‘',  paragraph  2b (16),  The  open  circuit  hum  and  the  pse  of  idle  line 
resistors  is  being  investigated  by  an  electronic  equipment  representai ive 
from  the  'JCOM-V  Area  Office,  r indin rs>ri3.1  be  {published  in  the  Cecerter 
:!33ne  of  the  USAIV  Co^'mnd  Go 'muni cations  Farphlet,- 

d.  .ccference  item  concerning  operation  of  division  A3?,  page  hk, 
ivaragraoh  2,  L(2) :  Concur.  Under  the  provisions  of  RSALV  Regulation 
^35-23,  CG  1st  Logistical  Command  is  responsible  for  providing  adeqnaU 
amr.vinition  support  to  include  establishing  and  operating  perranent  and 
Te.'porar:*  ASPs  as  required. 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  10, CCC  gallon  bladder,  page  44,  para¬ 
graph  2,  '-(5):  Concur.  This  headquarters  has  advised  units  that  the 
30,0CC  gallon  collapsible  tank  should  not  be  filled  to  the  maximum 
height  of  4F  inches,  but  rather  that  it  be  filled;  to  a  height  of  only  46 
inches  (^,56*’  gallons)  in  order  to  allow  for  expansion, 

f.  Reference  item  concerning  inC9  howitzer,  page  45,  paragraph  2,  :-(c): 
Concur.  This  is  a  matter  of  concern  for  higher  headquarters. 
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AVHGC-DaT  (1  Aug  68)  2d  Ind  (C) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  25th  Infantrv  Division  for  i'erlLu 
Ming  31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR  -  65(Rl). 

g.  Reference  item  concerning  bomb  rack  for  the  UH-IC  helicopter, 
page  45,  paragraph  2,  E(7) :  Concur.  This  is  a  valid  reconmiendatiori 
and  will  be  included  for  the  information  of  all  units,  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  34th  General  Support  Group  Newsletter. 

h.  Reference  item  concernihg  crossover  drive  for  the  armanen 

subsystem  on  the  AH-IG  helicopter,  page  45,  paragraph  2,  -(??):  Concur. 
The  pin  referred  to  has  been  replaced  by  shear  pin,  aluminum,  part  nir  • 
71715^-5.  This  information  is  forthcoming  in  a  change  to  Til  9-llC  0~2( " 
The  information  and  requisitioning  instructions  appeared  in  the  34th 
General  Support  Group  Newsletter  for  September  3968. 

i.  Reference  item  concerning  premature  failures  of  hydraulic  ser'vo 
on  UH-1  and  AH-IG  helicopters,  page  45,  paragraph  2,  E(9):  Concuiu  Th 
manfacturer  is  investigating  the  cause  of  these  premature  failures. 

Reference  item  concerning  failure  of  "0"  ring  of  the  hydraulic 
valve  on  the  UH-1  helicopter,  page  46,  paragraph  2,  r:(l2):  Nonconcur. 
This  procedure  is  outlined  in  TJi  55-409,  dated  August  1965,  page  24, 
graph  22. 


FOR  THE  COMflANDSR: 


Gy  furn: 

HQ  II  FFV 
HQ  25th  Inf  Div 


W.C  ARN 
CPTAGC 

Msistant  Adjutarit^Generil 
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GPOP-DT  (1  Aug  68)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  25£h  Inf  Div  for  Period  Ending 
31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 


HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558 


15  JAN  1369 


TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 


1.  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
indorsements  and  concurs  iv.i  the  report  as  indorsed. 


2.  Reference  2d  Indorsement,  paragraph  2e:  This  headquarters  is 
querying  AtAC  by  separate  action  to  determine  status  of  HWO  action. 

.3.  The  1st  Indorsement  to  this  correspondence  has  been  inadvertently 
detached  and  will  be  forwarded  when  possible. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


7  Incl 
nc 


Cy  furn: 
CG  USARV 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 


POtTAGC  ANl>  FEE*  PAID 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 


OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 

Office  of  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for 
Force  Development 
ATTN:  Operational  Reports  Branch 
Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Army 
Washington,  D.C,  20310 


DA  L«k«l  )|,  1  APR  S*  PREVIOUS  COITIONS  OF  THIS  LABEL  ARC  OBSOLETE. 
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